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Ben Ali Shrine — Elective Divan
Chris Chediak —Potentate
Jairo Gomez—Chief Rabban
Bill Wells—Assistant Rabban
David Lagala—High Priest and Profit
Don Killmer — Oriental Guide
Art Hawkins—Treasurer
Lew Wentworth —Recorder
Appointive Divan
1st Ceremonial Master –Ralph Sahagun
2nd Ceremonial Master –Evan Beecher
Director General – Roger Moore
Chaplain -- Chet Fristoe
Master of Ceremonies – Jeff Davidson
Master of Ceremonies — Gabriel Carafano
Quartermaster—Art Hawkins
Potentate’s Aides
Jack and Kathy Campbell—Chief Aide
Scott and Sally Colvin
Bruce and Brandi Estrada
Eugene and Gabriela Hsu
Gene and Lynn Peters
Robert and Jeanne Philip
Efrain and Lulu Vallejo
Bruce and Clairiece Boom
1st. Lady’s Aides
Billie Roggenbusch—Executive Aide
Debbie Clark—Ladies Mentor
Paula Kubo—Julie Center
Sharon Boxell—Donna Thorne
Pam Smith
Sandy Ludington
Clarice Boom
Joanie Davidson—Master of Ceremonies
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Potentate Message

Dear Nobles and Ladies,
The year seems to have passed by very quickly! Already it is December and we are making arrangements for Election night on Tuesday the 10th. We have really enjoyed the year
and thank all of you for your efforts and support during 2019. We wish the best to next
year’s elected and appointed Divan and know that they will do a great job.
Please plan to join us to elect the 2020 Divan on the 10 th at the Temple. The spouses and
others will enjoy a special reception at the Hart house.
November was very active and included the Folsom parade celebrating Veteran’s Day, the
Youth Shrine Bowl and a tail gating event. Congratulations to the Wrecking Crew for
winning the Bennie Trophy! Last year’s winner Cibara finished a very close second.
The last parade of the year will be the Woodland Parade on December 14. We are hoping
for a good showing to finish up the year. Please contact Roger Moore with any questions.
This year’s Holiday Craft Faire (previously known as the Ladies’ Bazaar) will be held on
December 7. This benefits Transportation Fund and is always a great time. As usual, it
will be at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center on H Street. Thanks to Debi Wells for coordinating the Craft Faire.
Finally, please plan to join us at the hospital on Christmas morning to help make Christmas a special day for all of the patients.
We hope to see you soon.
Yours truly,
Chris and Janet
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From your Quartermaster
2020 Potentate & First Lady’s Apparel
Potentate if-elected Jairo and Stacey have selected their shirts for 2020. Both shirts are being sold online
using Ben Ali’s website store.
Jairo’s is an attractive baseball uniform style shirt with “Ben Ali” prominently embroidered on the front.
Depending on size, the shirts run $80 to $84 including tax and free pick up at the Temple.
Stacey has selected a blue lady’s tee with “Ben Ali Ladies” silk screened on the front. Cost for her shirt
including tax is $23 to $27 and free pick up at the Temple. Orders for the lady’s tee must be produced in
quantities of 12 due to the silk screen setup fee. It is suggested that your order be placed in December or
early in January to insure there will be a production run. Orders placed later will be filled only when a
quantity of 12 shirts has been ordered.
Shirts can be mailed to your home for an additional $8.00. If you have any questions see Art Hawkins,
Treasurer and Quartermaster, at the stated meetings. Or, email him at aohawk@gmail.com

First Lady Janet’s Sweater
There are a limited number of Janet’s burgundy cardigan sweaters
available for $25 each. They will be sold at the Ben Ali Ladies’ Craft
Faire on December 7 and at the December stated meeting.

5 © 2019 Ben Ali Shrine

All rights reserved.

Northern California Colors

December 2019

Shriners Hospitals for Children to participate in 131st Rose Parade
For the tenth consecutive year, Shriners Hospitals for Children will participate in the iconic Rose Parade
on New Year’s Day. Eight representatives will ride on the float entitled Hope Knows No Limits. The float
expresses the hope that can be seen in every aspect of the work and the mission of Shriners Hospitals
for Children.
Our float depicts one result of the presence of hope: joy and acceptance – seen through the carefree
exuberance of children sharing a day at the playground. Hope gives them the freedom to enjoy their
childhood. Our mascot, Fezzy®, marks his eighth appearance on our Rose Parade floats by joining the
children in the playground – the ones who are part of the float design, and four patients whose lives are
a showcase for hope every day. Madelyn and Cristian, our National Patient Ambassadors, are joined by
patients and local residents, Monserrath and Gianna. Also riding on the float are Imperial Potentate Jeff
Sowder and First Lady Cheryl, and Imperial Chaplain Bobby Simmons and his wife Nancy.
Our entry, Hope Knows No Limits, celebrates the joyful, carefree spirit of childhood that is born of hope.
For our patients, hope guides everything – from the ability to enjoy and participate in what are typically
everyday experiences, to believing in the future and the ability to contribute to society, from endless
resilience and perseverance, and even being accepted and welcomed. Hope is a strong current underlying everything we do at Shriners Hospitals for Children – including offering care for complex medical
conditions, conducting research to discover answers and create new and better treatments, and offering
medical education opportunities to share knowledge that extends our reach to even more children.
The parade’s theme of The Power of Hope is illustrated throughout our float. In fact, even our title, Hope
Knows No Limits, can be seen as a description of the parade theme. Hope is present in the joyful abandon of the characters of the float itself, and in the hearts and minds of the patients riding on the float,
who demonstrate the power and the limitless nature of hope in their lives every day, as they go on to
dream big and achieve more than even they can imagine. Shriners Hospitals for Children are places
where hope and healing meet, and lives are changed.
The Shriners Hospitals for Children float will be on display for pre-judging, and float riders will be available for media interviews starting at 10:30 a.m. on Monday, December 30, 2019 at Phoenix Decorating
Co., Rose Float Plaza South, 5400 Irwindale Ave., Irwindale, California.
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It is now Official
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Recorder’s Missives

Sunshine Needed
Please Contact us if a noble is in need
Jan Zelker

Dues are due on December 31, 2019 for 2020.
Contrary to some opinions if you haven’t paid
your 2020 Dues yet you are NOT Delinquent now
but time is short. If you can get them in before
the 20th of December we would sincerely appreciate it..

Sue Norwood

A note to users of the facility. If you encounter any lights that don’t work or broken items or anything that needs repair,
please notify the office so we can get it taken care of.
December 7 - Holiday Craft fare
Scottish Rite Center 830am - 2pm
December 10 Stated Meeting Elections for 2020
December 14 Woodland Command
Parade
December 25- - Christmas day at
the Hospital

Fire Wood
for free
We have about a cord of seasoned
and by now “slightly wet” fire wood
available for immediate pickup behind
the Hart House. First come first
served.
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Life’s Short...Eat Dessert FIRST Next Time
Ann Ward
Well, the Holiday season is upon us and everyone is busy getting ready for it.
Debbie Clark and I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Very Happy and Prosperous New Year. We are among the busy getting ready for Christmas people and will
not have our lunch together for this month. We will however, certainly enjoy the
cookies, eggnog, candy and yes, the infamous fruitcake. Believe it or not, some people actually like and enjoy the much maligned item. So, with that said, drive safe,
keep your spirits and good humor while shopping amongst the crowds and remember…..LIFE’S SHORT….EAT DESSERT FIRST!!
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HOSPITAL TRANSPORTATION

If you have just a little time,
We have a job for you!
The Transportation unit can use more drivers and observers.
We have a great team, yet it could be better with your help.
Please contact Phil Wood or any of the members in the Transportation Unit for more assistance. Phil Wood’s telephone number: 916-342-5837

Shriners Hospital Lounge: 916-453-2233
Transportation Unit email: transportation_shnc@yahoo.com
Annual Supporters of the Ben Ali Shrine Bulletin
Annual Supporters of the Bulletin renewal begins this month for next years Bulletin so get
your $10.00 in real soon.
Margaret McCuistion
Rich and Kathy Briner
Deena Brawley
Ella Wentworth
William and Kay Danik
Stan Solid
John and Bertha Fontes
George Morrow
Patricia Blount
Georgia Lauchland
Audi Van Ornum
Vesta Ann Largin
Ed and Sue Tidwell
Norma Sanborn
Ron and Joanne Thompson
John and Bertha Fontes
Kau Danik

Rudy Schuh
Ed and sue Tidwell
Terre and Lew Wenworth
Nancy and Bob Brawley
Ann Scammell
Dave Kubel
David Freeman
Ron and JoAnn Thompson
Ken Mumma
David Barnekoff
Bill and Debi Wells
Jean Walker
Rudy Schuh
Gerald Satterfield
Barbara Schiereerg
Sue Tidwell
Vista Ann Largin

Georgia Lauchland
Bill Bearse
Winifred Bearse
Ted and Kathleen McCade
Judith and Royal Meigs
Barbara Schierenberg
Chris and Janet Chediak
Bev Phillips
Dottie Thompson
Helen D’Avis
Jerrol Largin
Al Schafer
Rich Briner
Kirk and Gigi West
George Morrow
David Freeman
Jerrol Largin

YES, I WANT TO BE A SHRINERS MONTHLY ANNUAL SUPPORTER with your check for $10.00 for each
name each year mail to Ben Ali Shrine 3262 Marysville Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95815
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Legion of Honor
Like so many units and clubs of Ben Ali, the Legion has been lacking in participation with articles for
the Shrine Monthly so here is an attempt to catch up. First of all, our Motto is “Every Ben Ali Shriner
who is a veteran should be a member of LOH. This membership would extend from a support role to
very active, your choice” If you are a Shriner and a Veteran JOIN US TODAY!
Ben Ali Legion Of Honor has been busy this year supporting our Potentate Chris Chediak. Chris is an
Honorary member of LOH. Chief Rabban Jairo Gomez and Past Pote Dave Kubel are also honorary
members.
We will support Potentate Jairo (pending election) as we have Chris. Jairo’s year has a patriotic
theme which we will be including in our 2020 year.
We will be assisting and supporting in the 2020 Pote’s project to take a vet (or two) on the Pote’s
Washington DC trip. We will be raising money for this project for the first 5 months of the year so
put a buck (or two or more!) in the helmet at the stated meeting.
In 2020 we will be doing our patriotic duties at the stated meetings along side Patrol. The Legion Of
Honor will be participation in all command parades as well.
Our fundraisers for 2020 wil include at least 6 guns, most of them new but a few in great used
shape. The tickets are $10 or a book of 10 for $100, we will even have a special drawing for folks
who purchase books of tickets.
One of our new members has a wonderful Vietnam era Jeep. We are hoping he will lead our Legion
float in the parades, maybe even with the Potentate on Board!
Ben Ali Legion is sporting some new fashions, we have black jackets and hats, check them out! You
may want one of your own.
The Legion has also booked a suite for our “Victory Wine Room” come by for a visit during BASKO
weekend for some good wine and fellowship, and maybe pick up an application to join us!
The Legion is also participating in the process to procure some new vans for the Transportation, We
will keep you informed as things develop.
We are on the move for our Shrine, Join us and SHINE in Ben Ali Shrine!
Hal Barker PP
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Spinal fusion is not the only option; anterior vertebral
body tethering (VBT) is an innovative surgical procedure for some young teens coping with scoliosis

A new medical device for treating scoliosis – curvature of the spine – has received FDA approval, providing an alternative
that both corrects the curve and maintains flexibility in the spine.
The FDA’s clearance is for The Tether™, which uses patented methods and techniques developed by medical staff of
Shriners Hospitals for Children — Philadelphia. It is the first commercially available product used specifically for VBT, anterior vertebral body tethering, a surgical procedure for patients with scoliosis who meet very specific criteria. VBT is an alternative to spinal fusion procedures.
Children worldwide are affected by scoliosis, and Shriners Hospitals for Children — Philadelphia has an extensive scoliosis
program designed to treat all forms of the condition, using every non-surgical and surgical option available.
Since 2011, the Philadelphia Shriners Hospital has offered VBT as an option for patients who meet specific criteria. VBT is a
promising alternative for certain patients with scoliosis who are still growing and for whom surgery is indicated.
How it works
Instead of using metal rods, VBT uses a strong, flexible cord to gently pull on the outside of a scoliosis curve to straighten
the spine. A screw is placed in each vertebra of the curve and then attached to the flexible cord with the spine in a straighter position. Scoliosis progression is stopped, the spine is realigned and can continue to grow, and flexibility is maintained.
As the child grows, it is anticipated that curve progression will be halted and the spine will remain straight.
The Tether straightens the spine using the patient’s growth process. The pressure from the cord slows the growth on the
tall side of the vertebra, so that the short side can grow and catch up. This novel technology allows for both correction and
continued motion at the levels of the spine treated, unlike fusion surgeries. As an emerging treatment for a small patient
population, this system is being made available through the FDA’s humanitarian device exemption (HDE) pathway.
Innovative approach
Shriners Hospitals for Children — Philadelphia medical staff developed the methods and techniques underlying VBT and
has worked closely with the FDA and industry partners to bring this product to approval, demonstrating our commitment
to transforming the lives of children.
“The ability to utilize a child’s growth to correct the curve in their back is a leap in the way these children are treated –
properly selected patients can achieve curve correction while maintaining mobility,” said Amer Samdani, M.D., chief of
surgery, Shriners Hospitals for Children — Philadelphia.
Customized treatment
Whether a child has common idiopathic adolescent scoliosis or a highly complex spine deformity, they deserve an individualized treatment plan utilizing the most advanced and innovative techniques. The spine team at the Philadelphia Shriners
Hospital takes a fully integrated team approach to the treatment of pediatric spine conditions, with a focus on early detection and fusionless treatments for the growing spine, as well as offering minimally invasive and advanced surgical techniques for those children who require spinal fusions.
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Innovative Spine Surgery: Six weeks after
successful spine surgery, Jocelyn returned to
the clinic this week for a follow-up appointment with her doctor, Rolando Roberto, M.D.
She arrived standing straight and tall — and
all smiles. A scoliosis patient, Jocelyn, 12,
was referred to our Shriners Hospital by her
family pediatrician. She is one of several patients to benefit from an innovative new
procedure known as Vertebral Body Tethering (VBT). Used as an alternative to
spinal fusion, VBT is less invasive than
spinal fusion surgery, uses less surgical
hardware and has a lower risk of infection. Patients who undergo the tethering
procedure show immediate improvement
after surgery and continued improvement
as the spine grows. “The VBT operation
allows for preservation of spinal motion
which over time may be helpful for patients who would like to continue participation in athletics on a recreational and
competitive level,” said Dr. Roberto.
Pleased with their daughter’s progress,
Jocelyn’s parents said the recovery was
pain-free and that Jocelyn is back enjoying school.
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Motion Detectors: Innovation is put into action every day in the Motion
Analysis Center (MAC), where technology is used to measure walking patterns and muscle function. Patients
diagnosed with cerebral palsy, spina
bifida, clubfoot, limb differences and
idiopathic toe walking benefit from
the computerized 3-D analysis that
uses cameras, computers and reflective markers to generate detailed reports for doctors evaluating patients
for surgery. Kyria Petuskey, MAC
manager, and Sean Brown, kinesiologist, are pictured placing reflective
markers on a patient. Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgeon Jon R. Davids, M.D.,
internationally noted for his work in treating children with cerebral palsy, is
medical director of the lab. Dr. Davids and Vedant Kulkarni, M.D., refer
many patients to the MAC, an integral part of our hospital’s Cerebral Palsy
Center of Excellence. Other members of the MAC team include Anita Bagley, engineer, Leslie Torburn, physical therapist, Sally Takashiba, clinical
coordinator, and Hal Koehncke, technician. Kyria has worked in the MAC
since 1997, beginning her tenure as a
kinesiologist and becoming manager in
2016. She said, “The Motion Analysis
Center represents all that is special
about Shriners Hospital in offering this
service not typically found at other institutions. The most rewarding part of my
work is the patient relationships that develop over the years. The MAC serves
patients prior to surgery, one year and
five years after surgery. This is a
unique opportunity to follow a child
throughout their care at Shriners Hospital.”
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Gone but not forgotten

Robert F. Miller

Joseph M. Chez

Michael C. Joseph

Jerry J. Young

Charles C. Foland

Wilson S. Moses
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