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Shriners Monthly (USPS#374-150) is published monthly 
except July and Sept. by Ben Ali Shrine, A.A.O.N.M.S., 
3262 Marysville Boulevard, P. O. Box 214477, 
Sacramento CA 95821-4477.  

Subscription price $5.00 per year paid thru membership 
dues. Periodicals Postage Paid at Sacramento, CA.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:  
Shriners Monthly, P. O. Box 21-4477, 
Sacramento, CA 95821-4477. 
 
The fifteenth (15th) day of the preceding month of issue 
is the deadline for all news items and photographs. 
All materials should be addressed to:  
Ben Ali Shrine Attn. Lew  
P. O. Box 214477  
Sacramento, CA 95821-4477  or  email to: 
Office@benalishrine.org,  

Ben Ali Shrine — Elective Divan 
Chris Chediak —Potentate 

Jairo Gomez—Chief Rabban 
Bill Wells—Assistant Rabban 

David Lagala—High Priest and Profit 
Don Killmer — Oriental Guide 

Art Hawkins—Treasurer 
Lew Wentworth —Recorder 

Appointive Divan 
1st Ceremonial Master –Ralph Sahagun 
2nd Ceremonial Master –Evan Beecher  

Director General – Roger Moore 
Chaplain -- Chet Fristoe 

Master of Ceremonies – Jeff Davidson 
Master of Ceremonies — Gabriel Carafano 

Quartermaster—Art Hawkins   
 

Potentate’s Aides 
Jack and Kathy Campbell—Chief Aide 

Scott and Sally Colvin 
Bruce and Brandi Estrada 
Eugene and Gabriela Hsu 

Gene and Lynn Peters 
Robert and Jeanne Philip 

Efrain and Lulu Vallejo 
Bruce and Clairiece Boom 

 
1st. Lady’s Aides 

Billie Roggenbusch—Executive Aide 
Debbie Clark—Ladies Mentor 

Paula Kubo—Julie Center 
Sharon  Boxell—Donna Thorne 

Pam Smith 
Sandy Ludington 

Clarice Boom 
    
Joanie Davidson—Master of Ceremonies 

 

Ben Ali Shrine 
3262 Marysville Blvd 

Sacramento, CA 95815 
Phone: (916) 920-4107 

Fax: (916) 920-0690 
www.benalishrine.org  

 
Email:  

Office: office@benalishrine.org  
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
M-Thurs  9:00am – 4:00pm 

Fri  9:00am– 12:00pm  

http://www.benalishrine.org
mailto:office@benalishrine.org
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Potentate Message 

Dear Nobles and Ladies,  

 

We hope you are all enjoying the great weather and the many events that have happened so far. We also 

have a number of fun activities coming up in the next few months. 

 

The April regular meeting was a murder mystery night. Many thanks to everyone who helped with that 

event, especially Scott Colvin and his team who coordinated the event, the Divan Ladies who kept us 

guessing, Mario and the purveyors for a great meal, Dave Glass for the music, clues and mystery and Au-

brey Beecher who killed most of the Divan members!  

 

Crusin’ for Kids was a great opportunity to see some amazing cars (including Gabe’s impressive 1970 

Dodge Challenger T/A) and support the hospital.  

 

On May 11 please join us for the Dixon Parade. The office has any information that you need. The next 

regular meeting will be May 14 and will feature Maggie Bryan, a band presentation, and the first intro-

ductions of some of the candidates to become your 2019 – 2020 Mr. Shriner. Be sure to RSVP to the of-

fice.  

 

June 1 is the Spring Ceremonial at the Temple. Please plan on attending our first ceremonial for the year 

and welcome new members to the Shrine. We are hoping for a great event. Other upcoming events in-

clude the Walk for Love at the Hospital on June 8 that will be immediately followed by a group picture of 

all Ben Ali members.  After the hospital activities, be sure to attend the Tiki Night party. We will send out 

more information on both events.  

 

As always, petitions for initiation are available on the Ben Ali web site, the Ben Ali app, and from your 

Shrine Blue Lodge Ambassador, Temple office and Membership Chair Don Killmer.  

 

We continue to enjoy visiting and honoring each of the clubs and units of Ben Ali jurisdiction and spend-

ing time with all of you. If any club or unit does not have a PV scheduled or needs to change their date 

please contact Chris or the office. We want to make sure to visit each of you. 

 

Yours Truly, 

 

Chris and Janet Chediak 
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Who is the better cook or who is the  

Best looking cook.      

  Sorry Don you lose 

Northern California 

Colors 

JOIN US FOR AN EVENING WITH SAC-

RAMENTO’S BEST RESTAURANTS, WIN-

ERIES & BREWERIES ON SATURDAY, 

JUNE 22ND!  

 

  

DRINKS & EATS  

Dozens of vendors from around Northern CA participate in this 

event bringing you the very best they have to offer. From craft 

brews to gourmet desserts and everything in between, there’s a 

variety of quality fare for your tasting enjoyment. All for the price 

of admission!  

 

  

CAUSES  

This festive event isn’t just a fun time, it also supports two 

great organizations, the Firefighters Burn Institute and Shriners 

Hospitals for Children– Northern California. With your ticket 

purchase or your sponsorship, you’re helping us make a bigger 

impact on our communities!  

 

  

Early Bird Tickets are ONLY $40 for a limited time on TROPICALAFFAIR.SQUARESPACE.COM  
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Niello Audi quattro  

Cup Tournament 

 

Friday, May 31 

Sacramento, CA 

Rancho Murieta Country Club  

 

Niello Audi presents its 13th Annual Audi quattro Cup, one of the largest amateur golf tournaments in 
the world. The winning team qualifies to compete in the 2019 Audi quattro Cup United States Finals. 
With proceeds benefitting Shriners Hospitals for Children – Northern California, golfers are sure to 

drive home a win for kids! http://nielloquattrocup.com/registration.php  

Inspired by the world-class, specialized pediatric 
care provided to their daughter by Shriners Hospi-
tal, Vanessa, a marketing consultant, and Jay Er-
recarte, now president of his family-owned compa-
ny, SunWest Foods, donated $20,000 from Sun-
West Foods to support the orthopaedic programs 
at the Northern California hospital. Jay zeroed in 
on the hospital’s unique mission. “It’s all about do-
ing what is best for the child. The doctors deter-
mine the course of care, and their decisions are 
guided by what the child needs rather than any-
one’s ability to pay. That really touched us, and we 
wanted to help as much as possible through our 
financial donation,” said Jay. 

 

In a letter to Development Director Alan Anderson, the Errecarte’s wrote: “We feel so fortunate to 
have your hospital practically in our backyard. Through a Facebook group of other parents on the 
infantile scoliosis journey, we’ve learned that many people travel great distances simply to have 
access to Shriners’ expertise. While talking to other doctors in the Sutter and UCD system, 
they’ve all told us that when it comes to Ella’s treatment, nobody is better than Shriners. Even the 
doctor who gave us a second opinion at Stanford told us that Shriners is the gold standard. The 
treatment and professionalism Ella and we have experienced at Shriners is truly incredible.”  

Another Success Story 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AL-Pj8kSn0dTdjJ7etYboLrFQ9ZLq-P-Lc_lz7kNSFfIKR2JC26Nv21X3zzGHnBBpO0jw3N-MprjMc9miVz-wCem1zNjpGN2mPQQHsl_3fuD8lz-6pkhzL7mx_obWroThRHO_TJL0JpAtrZYsH5TyfWp1fs_Jj8sFRRZNtKgKNw=&c=TQ_v86oHZrvWYzEvb8zQdEVt254NH02L2J9Hhi0RZFNy25abjPKDj
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Diagnosis of Early Onset Scoliosis 

Leads Family to Shriners Hospital  

 

Vanessa Errecarte is the daughter of a Shriner.  

But it wasn’t until her own daughter was diagnosed with scoliosis that the Da-

vis mother witnessed first-hand the excellence of her father’s lifelong cause. 

“My dad will be the first to say that he never hoped anyone in his family 

would need care at Shriners, but now that we do, it’s been wonderful to see 

the amazing place that is a result of the philanthropy undertaken by Shriners,” 

said Vanessa.   

When a respiratory infection landed Ella Errecarte, just 3 years old at the 

time, in the emergency room of Sutter-Davis Hospital, doctors quickly ordered 

x-rays to screen for possible pneumonia. “When the x-rays came back, they 

provided a clear view of Ella’s spine, and that's when I noticed a strange 

curve,” said Vanessa.  Doctors concluded that Ella likely had Early Onset Scoli-

osis, a rare condition that if left untreated can endanger the heart and lungs. 

They referred Ella to Shriners Hospitals for Children — Northern California.  

Vanessa and her husband, Jay, followed through on the recommendation. 

They met with orthopaedic surgeon Joel Lerman, M.D., who explained that 

the incidence of idiopathic scoliosis is extremely rare in children under four 

(occurring in less than 2 out of every 1,000 children). He also explained that in 

young children like Ella, body casting was a viable treatment option that could 

correct the curvature of the spine without invasive surgery. 

Anxious to find the finest medical care for their daughter, Vanessa and Jay Errecarte sought a second opinion at 

Lucille Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford. “At Stanford, we saw an orthopaedic surgeon who had worked as a 

resident at one of the Shriners Hospitals. He told us how a lot of orthopaedic surgeons train at Shriners,” said Jay. 

“At that point, we felt really lucky to have such a world-class institution right in our backyard.” 

 

Since then Ella has undergone four procedures at the Northern California Shriners Hospital to correct two signifi-

cant curves and rotation of her spine. Ella is wearing her fourth body cast in one year under the watchful eye of Dr. 

Lerman, who has mastered a progressive casting procedure known as EDF (Elongation, Derotation, Flex-

ion).          “This is the one means we have of improving the curves in young kids without surgery. It is most effective 

in younger children, but we use the casting technique to treat kids with scoliosis up to age five,” explained Dr. Ler-

man.  

When it comes time for play, Ella loves to put on a superhero cape, a symbolic reminder of the strength she is gain-

ing each day. Jay said the cape came into play when Vanessa put the word out that they wanted this to be a posi-

tive experience for Ella — that this was to be her ‘superhero’ cast. “Friends and family just started sending super-

hero capes in the mail. It was really touching. We have a whole chest full of them,” he added.  
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Meet the Doctor 

 

Joel Lerman, M.D., is an Orthopaedic Surgeon at Shriners Hospitals for Children — Northern 

California where he specializes in care of the spine and lower extremities. An honors graduate of 
Stanford University School of Medicine, Dr. Lerman practiced at the Shriners Hospitals for Children in 
Houston and was Assistant Professor of Orthopedic Surgery at Baylor College of Medicine before 
relocating to Northern California. Dr. Lerman is Board certified by the American Board of Orthopedic 
Surgery and the National Board of Medical Examiners. His professional affiliations include the Associ-
ation of Children's Prosthetics and Orthotics Clinics, the American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons, 
the Pediatric Orthopedic Society of North America, and the Scoliosis Research Society. Dr. Lerman 
has special training in two non-surgical procedures used to treat young children: 

 

EDF (Elongation, Derotation, Flexion)Casting for Idiopathic Scoliosis: a technique in which body casts are used to 
correct the curvature of the spine popularized by Dr. Min Mehta, a British orthopaedic surgeon, in the 1970s and 
‘80s.  

Ponseti Method for Clubfoot: a technique in which gentle casting at regular intervals is used to correct clubfoot in in-
fants. 

3rd Annual Walk for LOVE & 5k 

Saturday, June 8 

Sacramento, CA 

Shriners Hospitals for Children  

 

Put on your walking shoes and join the fun! Patients, families and friends of Shriners 
Hospital will follow Fezzy to the starting gate for the 3rd annual Walk for LOVE. It’s a 
community celebration that begins with a short walk and wraps up with food, music and 

entertainment for the entire family!  

 

 Did You Know? 

 

Shriners Hospitals for Children – Northern California ranks 

among the nation’s elite providers of pediatric orthopaedic care, according to U.S. 
News & World Report.  

  

For seven years in a row, the Northern California Shriners Hospital has been listed 
as one of the top 50 providers of orthopaedic care in the U.S. News Best Chil-
dren’s Hospitals report. The rankings are based on a combination of clinical data 
and reputation with pediatric specialists. 

  

Each year, Shriners Hospital doctors treat thousands of kids with scoliosis, limb 
deficiencies, sports injuries, hand, wrist, elbow, and shoulder malformations, bra-
chial plexus birth palsy, spinal cord injury, spina bifida, and cerebral palsy. The 
Northern California Shriners Hospital also is engaged in clinical trials and scientific 
research to advance orthopaedic care. 

Meet Doctor Lerman 
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Sunshine Needed 

Please Contact us if a noble is in need 

Eldon Vipond 
Bob Boyce      
Jamie Newkom 
Nancy Brawley 
Enrique Gutierrez 
       

MAY 

5-5 Kops and Klowns PV Ben Ali Picnic 
Grounds 

5-11 Dixon Parade  Command 

5-14 Stated Meeting  

JUNE 

6-1 Spring Ceremonial  

6-2 Sutter Creek Parade 

6-8 Walk for Love  SHCNC 

6-8 Tiki Party @ Ben Ali 

6-11 Stated Meeting 

6-15 San Joaquin Shrine Club Fizz Breakfast 

6-22 Tropical Affair SHCNC 

JULY 

6-30/7-4 Imperial Session Nashville TN 

7-4 Independence Day 

7-13 4 Way PV 

7-20 Horse races  Cal Expo 

7-27 Islanders PV 

Recorder’s Missives 

 

Here comes the “fun”.   Updated entry 

procedures for THE HART HOUSE. 

If you currently have a key to the Hart 

House please contact the office by 

June 1 to get a combination for entry 

to the Hart House.  Your key will con-

tinue to work after the 1st of June, but 

you will need to have an alarm code 

after that date. 

Entries for the Bulletin have fallen way 

off and I need your help to fill the Bul-

letin with information about our Clubs 

Units or Events.  Please send in ANY in-

formation you would like distributed to 

our members by the 15th of the 

month preceding the issue month. 

Example April 10 for May Bulletin  
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Daughters of the Nile 

 

On March 9, the Daughters of Nile Foundation Board of Directors announced our annual distribution 
to Shriners Hospitals for Children is $1,765,510.00. Please extend your congratulations to every Nile 
Princess and let them know their hard work 
is appreciated.  

Our 2019 year is off and running. Our May 
session is Saturday the 4th. Yes -- May the 
Fourth Be With You! Session begins at 
1:00pm. Our Pageantry unit is holding a 
fundraiser luncheon at 11:30am. Join us for a 
Fractured Taco Salad and cinnamon and hon-
ey ice cream and help Pageantry travel to 
Supreme Session. Then stay for session and 
sing a bit.  

Our June session is June 1 at 1:00pm. We will 
honor our 50-year members and Past 
Queens with a complementary luncheon at 11:30am. RSVPs are appreciated to ensure we have 
enough food.  

A few days after session, we are off to Reno for Supreme Session, our annual convention. We are very 
excited to have it so close to us. Two of our units are practicing to perform their routine at one of the 
performance nights. The rest of our member are looking forward to the shows. We expect Dale Ober-
nolte will be installed Supreme Queen at the end of the week. Dale is a Past Queen from Sharon Tem-
ple in Fresno and wife of Tehran Temple Past Potentate Ron Obernolte.  

Remember to honor our flag on June 14!  

Have a wonderful summer,  

Becky Dunn, Queen  408-515-0822  

Garden of Giving: An opportunity to help children at 

Shriners Hospital is growing in a Davis garden. Inspired 

by her interest in nature, harmony and tranquility, Huei 

Young transformed the landscape of her north Davis 

home into an Asian oasis that features many rare and ex-

otic Asian plants not typically found in the Sacramento 

region. She opens her garden to tours to benefit our hos-

pital. On Sunday, April 28, visitors to Huei’s Garden do-

nated a total of $2,072.50 yesterday. The garden tour is 

one of many fundraising events organized by the De-

velopment Office, which represented the hospital at the 

garden tour. Janessa Pulido is pictured in the garden 

with Huei.  
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Monthly Supporter of the Ben Ali Shrine Bulletin  

 

 Margaret McCuistion  Rudy Schuh    Georgia Lauchland 
 Rich and  Kathy Briner  Ed Tidwell   Sue Tidwell 
 Bill Bearse    Deena Brawley   Terre Wenworth  
 Winifred Bearse   Kathleen McCade  Ella Wentworth  
 Nancy Brawley   Ted McCade                     William Danik 
 Bob Brawley    Lew Wentworth                         Kay Danik     
 Ann Scammell   Judith and Royal Meigs Stan Solid   
 Dave Kubel   Barbara Schierenberg  John and Bertha  Fontes 
 David Freeman   Chris Chediak   Janet Chediak 
 George Morrow  Kirk West   Ron and JoAnn Thompson 
 Bev Phillips   Patricia Blount   John Thompson  
 Ken Mumma   Dottie Thompson  Georgia Lauchland 
 David Barnekoff  Dick and Mary Jane Ware Audi Van Ornum  
 Gigi West   Bill and Debi Wells  Jerrol Largin 
 Vesta Ann Largin  Jean Walker    Al Schafer 
 Ed Tidwell   Sue Tidwell   Rudy Schuh  
 Rich Briner   Norma Sanborn  Gerald Satterfield 
 Ron Thompson   Joanne Thompson  Barbara Schiereerg 
 John and Bertha Fontes Sue Tidwell    David Freeman 
 Kau Danik    William Danik   Vista Ann Largin 
 Jerrol Largin   George Morrow  Gigi West 
 Kirk West 

YES, I WANT TO BE A SHRINERS MONTHLY SUPPORTER   with your check for $10.00  each name 

Cut out and mail to Ben Ali Shrine 3262 Marysville Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95815  

 

 

If you have just a little time, 

We have a job for you! 

The Transportation unit can use more drivers and observers. 

We have a great team, yet it could be better with your help. 

Please contact Phil Wood or any of the members in the Transportation Unit for more 

assistance.      Phil Wood’s telephone number: 916-342-5837 

Shriners Hospital Lounge:  916-453-2233 

Transportation Unit email:  transunit@yahoo.com 

HOSPITAL TRANSPORTATION 

mailto:transunit@yahoo.com
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Potentate (again) 

Nobles and Ladies, 

In August of 2018, we formed the Facilities Review Committee to consider and provide a neutral 
and informed analysis regarding the current Temple facilities and grounds and to review future fa-
cility options.  

The Committee provided its first report to the Divan and to the membership in December of 2018. 
This report included a review of the current status of the grounds and facility and also an assess-
ment of Temple, Unit and Club needs. The next phase will be a review of membership perception 
and opinions concerning the current location.  

The Committee will be sending out a short questionnaire to allow you an opportunity to give your 
input and feedback.  The survey will be an important tool to understand your opinions and will be 
used by the Committee in developing its analysis. It is important that each person receiving the sur-
vey/questionnaire complete it within the time frame indicated. For persons who would prefer to 
complete a questionnaire by written document instead of responding to the email survey, the office 
will have written questionnaires that you may complete. 

Thank you very much for your help in this process.  

Regards, 

Chris Chediak 

Hand in Education: At the invitation of the 

University of Michigan School of Medicine, 

Michelle James, M.D., chief of orthopaedics, 

traveled to Ann Arbor last week where she 

was Visiting Professor in the 2019 University 

of Michigan Comprehensive Hand Center 

Visiting Professor Program. She presented 

three lectures on three different topics: 1) Pe-

diatric Hand Surgery in a Resource Poor En-

vironment; 2) Congenital Hand Malfor-

mations: Overview and Update on Etiology 

and Classification; and 3) Treatment of Bra-

chial Plexus Birth Injury Throughout Child-

hood  
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 BEN ALI SHRINERS  

ARE HOSTING  

DINE & RACES IN THE TURF CLUB 

Saturday - July 20, 2019  

RACES START AT 1:30. OUR RACE IS THE 3RD RACE AT APPROXI-

MATELY 2:45 (subject to change)  

PRICE INCLUDES:  

* Ben Ali Shriners Named Race  

*An Admission Pass to the Horse Races and the State Fair  

*An Official Racing Program with Organization named therein  

*A Commemorative Photo with the winning Horse & Jockey  

*Customized Message for Ben Ali Shriners on the Message Board  

* Ben Ali Shrine announced before our Race  

* Buffet Dinner in the Turf Club  

PARKING NOT INCLUDED – SO TRY TO CAR POOL  

RESERVATIONS A MUST! Bookings go quickly so reserve now!!!!  

COST PER PERSON - $45.00  

Any net proceeds over and above the cost of the event will be donated to 

the Ben Ali Shrine and are greatly appreciated.  

RSVP by July 10th, 2019  

SO THAT PROGRAMS CAN BE PRINTED & FOOD AVAILABLE  

Please make checks payable to Ben Ali Shrine. Send checks to Ben Ali Shrine 

at P.O. Box 21-4477, Sacramento, CA 95821 or drop by office at 3262 

Marysville Blvd. Details and Questions call or text Gary Kiddie @ (916) 847-

4909 or e-mail me at gary@gkproperties.biz  
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BIG Day of Giving raises $53,916 for Nor Cal Shriners Hospital  

On National Stage  On National Stage: Our Northern California Shriners Hospital provided 

the stage for a TV commercial that will air nationally beginning in July 2019. Our boardroom was 

turned into a production studio as national ambassadors Alec and Kaleb were joined by 11 North-

ern California patients during the two-day shoot. On Thursday, Alec visited with patients, families 

staff and volunteers during a short hospital tour.       

 

       

     Some Ben Ali “Hams” got in on the action! 

Big Day of Giving and Visit by Alec 
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Ben Ali Shrine 

3262 Marysville Blvd 

Sacramento  CA  95815 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

PERIODICALS  

USPS #374-150 

Gone but not forgotten 

Robert Dieterich    Kim Crandall    Ivan Whitwell  

James Jobe         Leslie Clementsen       Don Prisk 


