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POTENTATE’S

MESSAGE

TOM NICKENS, POTENTATE 2016

FEBRUARY STATED MEETING
MARCH 8, 2016

MENU: LUAU STYLE
PINEAPPLE CHICKEN, RICE, FRUIT, SWEET
POTATO, HAWAIIAN ROLLS, SHERBERT

COST: $15.00 PER PERSON

DOORS OPEN-5:00 PM DINNER-6:30 PM

SWEETHEARTS & CRUISE THEME
WEAR YOUR FAVORITE TROPICAL OUTFIT

RESERVATIONS NEEDED BY MARCH 4

CALL 916-920-4107 FOR RESERVATIONS
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY!

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
SPRING TRAINING is the 13th thru the 18th of March

and it’s going to be fun! Learn about the San Francisco
Giants Baseball Team players for the 2016-2017 seasons.
Knowing the players makes it much more interesting.
Get a jump on the opening pitch!

The ‘SWEETHEARTS CRUISE’ is the theme on March
8th and will be a great time. Dress for the tropics and
cruise. Also, we have invited the widow’s of our passed
Nobles, let us welcome them and show them a good
night. Call the office if you can provide a ride or will be
in need of a ride. On April 12th, it’s ‘Movie Night’! Dress
as your favorite movie star! Then in May it’s the ‘Ken-
tucky Derby’! Enjoy a night of horseracing and frolic.
Dress for the Churchill Downs Race Track in Kentucky.
Have a mint Julep and twirl your umbrella.

Get in on Ben Ali’s Canadian trip where it is cool in
the summer (August 17 thru the 22nd). See the Victoria
Island and Vancouver, visit the Gardens and enjoy an
English Tea Time. Call Dan and Sue Leonard at (916)
698-4252 for reservations.

Then in September 18th to the 21st if you missed SPRING
TRAINING; don’t forget to sign up for YOSEMITE NA-
TIONAL PARK. What a sight…. the Sierra Nevada, Half
Dome and Bridal Veil Falls and the fall color trees in the
Yosemite Valley ahhhhh smell the fresh mountain air.
Call our committee chairs for this, Jeff and Linda Potts
at (916) 316—3762, or Tamye at Ben Ali office.

Wow! Ben Ali Shrine has sooooo much to offer you,
your fellow masons and friends! Come and have fun
with your brothers! We have fun while we help the
Shriners Hospital for Children.

You missed a new BASCO Days! We had a full room
for the general assembly in the morning. The classes
were well received with topics of particular relevance
for Shrine Clubs and Shrine Units. The Noble Confer-
ence at 1:30 on Saturday was concentrated Ben Ali in-
sider information. The Nobility Banquet on Saturday
night was impressive as ever with everyone dressed up.
The appetizers before the Banquet were outstanding as
they were at the Hospitality Meeting Room on Friday
night. You’ll be envious when you hear about them. The
evening speaker, Aimee’s mother, shared her 10-year-
old daughter’s success thanks to you as Shriners.

Sunday, the Breakfast program was a tearjerker.
Michael Valencia. He is fifteen and an outstanding ath-
lete in sports. He has 20 feet prosthetics for golf, foot-
ball, swimming, etc. At the Nobility Banquet and Fizz
Breakfast, we were blessed with a duet by our own: Past
Potentate Vince Parell and Ann Kubel, Lady to our Chief
Rabban! They sang the song relating this year’s Ben Ali
slogan we are the Shriners and we’re here to help…”
how emotional it was! Thank you.

Efforts are under way for BASCO to become better and
bigger than ever for ALL of our Nobles and Shrine La-
dies. Next year’s BASCO will be known as BEN ALI
SHRINE CONVENTION AND ORIENTATION. We are
welcoming all Nobles and Shrine Ladies. Even though
there will still be classes for officers of the Clubs and Units
it will be expanded to welcome all Nobles and Shrine
Ladies. BASCO will have a fun weekend feeling. You can
sign up next month!

DIRECTORY CORRECTIONS

Art Hawkins email is aohawk@gmail.com
Gary Kiddie email is gkid@gkproperties.biz

Vince Lake email changed to Vvl1197@sum.net
Remove Lady from Yolo President. She has passed

Past Masters PV moved to June 14th
Country Western Show moved to June 25
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LIFE’S SHORT….EAT DESSERT FIRST
Ann Ward

Debbie Clark and I wish everyone a Happy St. Pat’s day,
and remind you to remember to wear green on the 17th of
the this month, otherwise you might get a pinch or two.

Since we couldn’t find time to get together any other time,
we decided to write about the ladies luncheon we attended
at BASCO. First Lady Suzanne gave all the ladies attend-
ing the lunch a beautiful red and silver heart from Brighton,
thank you Suzanne. After finding a place to sit, we enjoyed
the appetizers and visiting with everyone.

Front, Amber Nickens, Suzanne Nickens, Autumn Nickens.
Standing, Ann Ward, Debbie Clark

The tables were decorated with fresh flowers in the middle
and a table favor of bubble bath in a duck container. I could
be wrong, but I think maybe Squeak (her pet duck) had
something to do with the selection.

Our lunch was a Cobb Salad which looked almost too
pretty to eat. It consisted of Spring Mix, lettuce, hard boiled
eggs cherry tomatoes, chopped ham, crumbled bacon,
yummy crumbled bleu cheese, and avocado. There was
also a bowl of shrimp on the table for those of us not aller-
gic to seafood. Our choice of dressing was Italian or Ranch.
A basket of French and Poppy seed rolls accompanied the
salad. For dessert, (yes, I did eat some of it first) we had a
very nice Chocolate mousse with whipped cream and
chocolate cookie crumble. Debbie and I particularly enjoyed
it because it wasn’t overly sweet, like some tend to be.The
elected and appointed divan was introduced prior to lunch
with a semi-fashion show of assorted men’s wear and they
all wore ‘official divan socks’. You’ll have to ask about the
socks. Who knows you may even want a pair. First Lady,
Suzanne, told us about her project, which is Pet Therapy,
and two ladies brought their therapy animals, a mini lop
eared bunny named Bentley and a Great Pyrenees named
Sebastian, for us to see and pet. This was followed by a
ladies fashion show by Cho Cho’s. Debbie and I thoroughly
enjoyed the afternoon and having lunch with Suzanne and
her two daughters, Amber and Autumn.

Remember…..LIFE’S SHORT….EAT DESSERT FIRST.

2016 SHRINE CLOTHING

Attention Nobles and Ladies. This year’s Shrine attire
can be ordered on our website. The last date to order
2016 apparel is March 15. Just click on “Store” to select
the men’s black polo shirt, Shrine logoed ball cap as well
as the ladies blouse and/or jacket. Starting this year all
apparel must be paid for when ordered. If you cannot
pick up your order at a Temple Stated Meeting your order
can be shipped to your home for an additional fee. If you
have any questions contact Art Hawkins, Quartermaster,
via email at aohawk@gmail.com or call 916-725-3026.

NEW SERVICE TIME 11:00 am
STARTING MARCH 13th

Enjoy fellowship after the service in the
new Annigoni-Barta Hall

COME JOIN US
GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN CHURCH

4706 Arden Way at Mission, Carmichael
916-483-5047 Office

website www.glccca.org
Large print programs - Power Point - Large Screen

HAVE YOU BEEN TRYING TO FIND THE RIGHT
CHURCH? TRY US, WE MAY BE WHAT YOU ARE

SEARCHING FOR
Gethsemane Lutheran Church of Carmichael, CA is a

spiritual community that celebrates the gifts of God that
empower us to engage in the struggles of life, to care for
each other, and to serve Christ where we work and live.

We welcome the participation of people of all ages,
ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientation, gender
identities, educational backgrounds, and economic
conditions. To all who want to join in service to God
and in community to people.

THIS IS CHRIST’S CHURCH.
THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU HERE



5

BEDOUINS
John Moore, Wagon Master

A belated Happy New Year to everyone. I would first of
all like to thank the members for voting me in for another
year as your Wagon Master, and to congratulate the other
elected officers. Our holidays began with the annual In-
stallation of Officers. We were very pleased to have one of
our own install us. Thank you Mike Rizo for your kind
words. We are very proud to have a number of ‘Past Poten-
tates’ be members of our Club. The party was well attended
and the food was delicious. It is always so good to see
members that no longer can join us monthly, but are able to
attend this function and catch up.

Our year of travels began with a ‘bang up’ trip to one of
our favorite places (heading up to the ‘gold hills’ of the
Sierras). The drive is very nice once you get off of the free-
ways and the countryside is beautiful…so good to see all
of the open space and scenery as we headed up to Jackson
Rancheria RV Park. The weather was a bit stormy off and
on, but it didn’t dampen our spirits. The shuttles to the
Casino were used often by many; it was nice not to have to
drive and park ourselves. We enjoyed sitting in front of the
fireplace in the club house having a cup of coffee and chat-
ting about the ‘good old days.’ Our Friday night dinner
was enjoyed by twenty-three members at the Lone Wolf
Café (in a private room no less). What more could we ask
for? February we travelled to Oroville and enjoyed the
month’s outing at Feather Falls RV Park (another favorite
spot). The Casino is within walking distance of the park,
so that makes it easy for all. With all of the rain we have
had the past few weeks, it was nice to see a bit more water
in the lake (last year it was a sad sight).

March takes us north again to Heritage RV Park in Corn-
ing. This is an easy drive for all; especially if the weather is
questionable…one never knows these days.

If anyone is interested in visiting us, feel free to contact
me: John Moore (530) 666-2739; Secretary, Jerry Scott (530)
662-8543; or any member of the Bedouins RV group for
more information. Our outings begin on Wednesday thru
Saturday. Not all are able to attend all days (we try to ac-
commodate everyone’s schedule). Our Ladies group is an
integral part and they do more than their fair share to give
a hand. We look forward to a fun filled year. If you have an
RV you are most welcome to come out and join us.

Past Potentates (L-R): Chuck Brooks (2009), Ron
Thompson (1992), Mike Rizo (2010) and Sid Leutholtz

Past Wagon Masters (L-R): Jerry Center (2013), Clancy
Ward (2008), Ray Martin (1999-2000), Jim Dodson

(2010), Ron Thompson (1998), Neil Zinn (2006), Mike
Mavrakis (2007), Don Grier (2002-2003), and John

Moore (2015-2016)

CIBARA MOTOR CORP.
Joe Lapilusa

Cibara has installed its Officers for 2016. Joe Lapilusa
will be Captain of the Unit, with Art Hawkins as 1st Lt.,
Joe Adamson as 2nd Lt., Eldon Vipond as Treasurer, and
Brian Tatro as Secretary. All of us at Cibara are looking
forward to the activities and parades of the New Year.
In addition to the Command Parades, we will be par-
ticipating in more than a half dozen others. We hope to
replace our truck this year with a trailer and will be
working on that throughout the first six months of the
year.

At the end of last year, Cibara used the funds donated
by our members to our on-going “Kids Fund” and pur-
chased and donated six children’s chairs to the Shriners
Hospital School. In the picture below Joe Lapilusa, Art
Hawkins, and Eldon Vipond are presenting the chairs
to Margeret Kugler at the School.

Coming on March 29, Cibara will be sponsoring a
night at GoKartRacer, where anyone can drive a Go Kart,
and race around a track like a pro. This will be a fun
night and open to all. More details to follow.

Our meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month
at the Shriner’s Hospital. For more information, call Joe
Lapilusa at 916 436 6462.
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CLOWN UNIT
Al Schafer

In January, the Clowns elected new officers for their 2016
Term. Please welcome President “Ben Alley” (Lance
Hanawalt), Vice President “Shoo Shoo” (Al Schafer), and
Secretary/Treasurer “Abba Dabba Doo” (Gary Kiddie).
We all accept that a business meeting called to order with
a gavel that goes “squeak” instead of “bang” complies
with Robert’s Rules of Order.

Our “Thank You’s” go out to former officers “Olie” (Bill
Hall), “Zero” (Rich Entircan) and “McDuff” (Dennis
Davis) for herding the Clowns last year. Our special
“Thanks” goes to “Hare Bear” (Harold Norman) and “Pin
Ball” (Tal Norwood) who visit the children in our Hospi-
tal weekly.

Several Clowns attended the recent BASCO, meeting
with other leaders, sharing ideas, and planning to bol-
ster all of our Units. We hope to create an interchange of
ideas and gain support for our various activities by visit-
ing each other’s meetings and events, and even partici-
pating with others for the good of our Shrine in general
and our Clown Unit in particular.

Please enjoy the Clowns and Keystone Cops
FUNdraiser at our MARCH 5 CRAB FEED, 5:30 PM at our
Shrine Center; $45 worth of good crab, a couple drinks,
and fun! Get tickets from Clowns, Kops or Al Schafer at
(530) 271-0766.

KEYSTONE COP PATROL
John Timblin, Secretary

I hope you already purchased your tickets for the best
“Crab Feed” around. Hopefully this article will get to you
before the Crab Feed which will be held Saturday, March
5th. In case you don’t know, I’m talking about that fantas-
tic event the Ben Ali Clowns and Keystone Cops host ev-
ery year. There will be lots of fresh crab, chicken, pasta,
and salad for your dining pleasure as well as some spe-
cial drawings and events happening throughout the night.
The event will be held at the Ben Ali Activity Center with
a social hour starting at 5:30 and dinner to be served at
6:30 P.M. See any Keystone Cop, Clown or call the Ben Ali
office for ticket information.”Let’s get crabby”

I recently had the pleasure of working with a couple of
our Veterans when John Nelson and Andy Pisarczyk
joined Jeff Potts, John Clover and me (John Timblin) at the
2016 Guns & Hoses Football Game. Geez, Andy had it
easy. If he wanted one of us all he had to do was holler
“Hey John” and we all turned around. He did exactly
that when he said, “hey John, let me hold that shotgun
for you.” He did more than hold it getting the opportu-
nity to “pop off” a round every time somebody scored a
point. With “Wooden Nickels” in hand to spread the word
about our Childrens Hospital, we arrested dozens of fans
and posed for pictures for a couple of hours. It was a
great afternoon and I hope John, Andy and more of our
Veterans will be able to join us in the future.

I just got done talking about “Wooden Nickels” and
Veteran Keystone Cops. I just have to share a little story
with you now. Every time I pass out a “Wooden Nickel” I
can’t help but think about one of our Veteran Cops. That
would be Veteran Roy Kilday. Years ago Roy was the

driving force who suggested we purchase the wooden
nickels. He researched the source, made the lay out and
made the first purchase. Let’s just say “he got er done”.
Roy has made many suggestions to the Cops over the
years and has helped make the Keystone Cops what they
are today. Sometimes his antics got us in trouble but we
never hurt anyone and never went to jail. For that I am
thankful. Thanks Roy, keep up the good work.

Join us at our monthly meeting to learn a little more
about our Unit. We meet the last Tuesday of the month.
We meet at the Hart House with dinner around 6 P.M.
followed with a meeting at 7 P.M. Contact me for details
at (916) 300-0699 or keystonecopster@gmail.com . Hope
you can make it.

LEGION OF HONOR
Commander LTC Ralph Sahagun, US Army Retired

Commander Ralph started his year off at his first meet-
ing on January 26, 2016 with a few changes for the year.
Ralph reported that he wanted to continue our steady
growth under the leadership as recorded by last year’s
Commander Tal Norwood. We have about 80 members
but only about 20 are active members plus their better
halves. Our regular meetings have been the 7 PM on the
4th Tuesday of each month except July, August and De-
cember. The regular meeting has been preceded by a great
Potluck Dinner at 6 PM. In order to increase attendance
Ralph is planning 2 daytime meetings (October and No-
vember) in 2016 with a lunch Potluck. Our meetings will
still be held at Ben Ali Temple. Here are a couple of dates
to put on your Calendar: Potentates Visit at Weese’s
Ranch in Acampo with 8 other units on Sun 7/24. An-
nual PicNic at McClellen AFB and Museum on Satur-
day, August 13

If you are a Ben Ali Noble with Military Service, Please
join us as a guests at one of our regular meetings. There
is always plenty of delicious food so bring your signifi-
cant other and your appetite and enjoy the fellowship
with members of LOH. In addition, we have recently
upgraded our Parade Float. We participate in most of
Ben Ali “Command” Parades. We are usually the first
Ben Ali Unit in the Parade since we pass out flags to the
young people along the Parade route. There are plenty
of good seats on the Float and we’ve reserved a couple
for you and your friends.
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MOTOR ESCORT
Kenneth Lopez

Hey, this is the 2nd month in a row for being in the
monthly Shrine Magazine! This is Ken, 1st Lt with Mo-
tor Escort, leading the pack! This month letter is not
intended to bring your spirits down. It intended to make
you aware of your surroundings.

The members of Motor Escort perform parking assis-
tance for Temple functions. We take this seriously. Yes,
it’s a means of fundraising for our unit, but as a means of
ensuring your safety too. My first year as a member, I had
to call 911 once for a guest with heart attack symptoms.
The process of assisting in parking begins prior to your
arrival. We are informed of the estimated number of people
attending, the time duration of the event, the nature of
the event (yes this includes follow Shriners) and the num-
ber of guests to expect.

During the arrival of guest, a parking agenda has been
planned. If you see us parked or directing traffic, its part
of our plan, and we adjust our plan as guests arrive if
needed. One technique of parking we use is asking driv-
ers to pull forward into the next stall. This reduces the
driver from backing when leaving. Not all vehicles have
backup cameras.

At our Motor Escort Christmas party, I had to stop 2
drivers (non-Shriners) from hitting each other. They were
both backing out of their stall across from each other. The
car’s driver had a blind spot and did not see the SUV.
The SUV was taller and did not see the car. Both vehicles
back up lights were functioning. This alerted our group
while we walked thru the parking lot. I quickly ran over
to the car and banged on the fender to alert the driver.
Accident avoided. It’s sad, but at times, accidents are
unavoidable.

I wish to share something with everyone about my
friend Kie Matsuda. Kie and I both start work at the same
time. You could set your watch within a few minutes of
us. Hey, we even dress alike. Okay, we wear uniforms.
Our assigned tractors are parked by each other. So every
night we have a set routine.

Well, on January 13th, 2016, my friend and co-worker
Kie was involved in a fatal accident in the yard. He was
walking to his tractor when a co-worker ran him over.
With all the training and awareness that my company
provides, there is still a risk even in your own yard.

So my request to all my Brothers is stay alert! Follow
the direction by the parking team. The text can wait. Hang
up the phone or hand it to the passenger. Be safe.

PURVEYORS
Stan Solid, Secretary / Treasurer

What are the Purveyors, you ask. Well, we are the group
who cooks for the Temple at stated meetings and other
gatherings. Last year the kitchen got a major upgrade
which made cooking a lot more fun. We also installed a
new dishwasher that does a great job. Now for the best
part we have installed a new double stack convection
oven to better serve the Nobles. So maybe the question is
this, what’s keeping you from joining us and having some
fun cooking? Our fearless leader Mario Balbiani will cer-

tainly have a spot for you. Give him a shout at
mbalbiani1@aol.com. See you at the next Stated Meeting;
don’t forget to make your reservations with the front of-
fice (916) 920-4107.

SPORTSMAN CLUB NEWS
Stan Solid

We had a fun shoot with the Downtown Rotary Club at
Coon Creek last month and looking forward to some Steel-
head fishing this month. Come out and join us.

In case you missed the last newsletter I have attached
our proposed calendar for 2016.

“Proposed 2016 Sportsman Calendar of events”
January ISE (International

Sportsman Expo) at Cal-Expo Done that)
February Trap Shoot at Rancho Cordova
March Steelhead Fishing Trip
April Pig Hunt with our new member

“Tiger” Edwards
May Trout Fishing Trip
June Sporting Clays / 5 stand at

Comanche hills
July Paint Ball Shootout “King of the

Mountain”
August Rock Fishing Trip in Ft Bragg

with Ed Rose
September Long Rifle Shoot “Elk hunt sight

in”
October Elk Hunt Pack in Trip in Colo.
November Salmon / Crab Fishing Trip
December We will be “Dark” so we can en

joy the Holidays w/ family
Along with the scheduled activities we also need to

find time for an Archery Shoot, 3-Gun Shoot, Lazer Gun
Tactical Simulator Shoot (hosted by Maury Hicks), Drone
Plane shoot, A bulls eye shoot, the NRA Banquet and the
RMEF (Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation) Banquet, along
with the suggestions from members.

As you can see we have a full calendar and looking
forward to some fun. Come out; bring a friend, a young-
ster, the spouse, your best buddy. It’s all about having
fun and enjoying the great outdoors. If we don’t show
our kids who will?

“Keep your Hooks sharp and Your Powder Dry”,
Stan Solid Secretary / Treasurer Ben Ali Shrine, Sports-

man Club (916) 580-4583 srsolid@aol.com

TOMMYKNOCKERS SHRINE CLUB
Al Schafer

The Tommyknockers in Grass Valley/Nevada City par-
ticipated in Nevada City’s Annual Mardi Gras Parade
on Sunday, February 14. Our members distributed beads
from a classic Rolls Royce, and Shoo Shoo the Clown
distributed small stuffed animals to kids.

We’re most busy planning and coordinating the 13th

annual children’s festival. The “Day of the Child, Safety
& Health Carnival” will be held on Saturday, May 7 at
the Nevada County campus of Sierra College from 10 AM
to 2 P.M. Several organizations, including 3 Masonic
Lodges, DeMolays and Job’s Daughters, expect to host



8

about 400 elementary school kids, plus their siblings and
young parents. Families will be introduced to represen-
tatives from our First Responders (Fire, Police, Sheriff,
Cal Fire, Rescue, OES, Ambulance, & Helicopter), County
Agencies, and many non-profit supporters of children’s
health and safety programs. The free event serves BBQ
hot dogs, treats, and juices, and provides a jump house
and slide for recreation. Each exhibitor (including our
SHCNC) engages our guests with contests and safety &
health information.Become a Tommyknocker. Nobles
supporting us this year will receive a handsome Charter
Member Certificate in the Tommyknockers Shrine Club.

LADIES ORIENTAL SHRINE OF NORTH AMERICA
Ila Neb Court #51

Lady Georgia Parker, PHP, Publicity

Looking back – at our February 2nd Stated Meeting we
had a nice visit from Lady Gail Longstreth, PHP, Ha-
waii Court # 60, Honolulu, Hawaii. It was really great
to see her. Three of our dual members from Ankh Court
# 92 were in attendance as well. Lady Melody Gordon,
High Priestess, Lady Marion Pava, PHP, and Lady Kitty
LaFavor, PHP. They always make the night a little
brighter! It was also our Election night and I am happy
to report that we will have a full line to begin the ensu-
ing year as Lady Kathy Campbell was elected to the of-
fice of 2nd Ceremonial Lady, which is only the beginning
of what will be a wonderful journey for her.

Our Mystery Theater was held on February 21st with a
Hawaiian theme and it was a great success.

Our March 1st Stated Meeting will be the last meeting
of our Lady Susan’s year. It has been a wonderful pro-
ductive year. She has represented our Court and our
Order very well!

Hospital Sewing will be on March 8th from 9:00am until
noon on the 5th floor. Join them if you can.

Our 67th Installation of Officers will take place on
March 12th at 1:00p.m and is open to all. It will be at the
San Juan Masonic Center. Lady Susan Eggleston, Retir-
ing High Priestess. Lady Dorothy Duggan, High Priest-
ess, Elect. Sewing at San Juan Masonic Center from
10:00am – 2:00pm will be on March 22nd. Bring a sack
lunch. Lady Dottie Thompson, PHP, will bring a sweet
treat for you to enjoy. Please call Lady Jane Butler, PHP
at 916-961-6789 or Lady Janet Johnston at 916-983-5815
if you have any questions. They would sure like to have
you join them on either sewing day.

Ben Ali Shrine
“Enormous 2016 Drawing”

This is how it works. At each stated meeting dinner
you print your name on the printed entry ticket and place
into the red top entry bucket. You can also print your
name on your “Youth Shrine Bowl” ticket, your “Cer-
emonial attendance” ticket, your “Parade ticket”, your
“Picnic ticket”, your “PV ticket”, etc. Mainly at every
Ben Ali Shrine function thru out 2016 you will have the
opportunity to enter. Enter as often as you wish and
Good luck!

What do I win? You ask. Well at the November cer-
emonial three tickets will be drawn from the drum. The
1st ticket drawn will win a $100.00 gift certificate to a
fine restaurant in the Sacramento area; the 2nd ticket
drawn will win (2) banquet dinners at the Ceremonial
in November, an $80.00 value; the 3rd ticket drawn will
win (2) dinners at Election night in December, a $30.00
value. The more times you enter the more chances you
have to win. The drawing drum will be at all functions
and plainly marked. If for some reason you can’t find
the drum then give your entry to the Ben Ali front office
and they will make sure it is entered.

“Good Luck” and see you at the next function.
Tom Nickens Potentate, Ben Ali Shrine

MENZALEHTEMPLE#16 DAUGHTERSOFTHENILE
Princess Becky Dunn

Nobles, Ladies and Friends,
You are cordially welcome to attend our annual installa-

tion of officers on Sunday, March 20, 2 o’clock in the after-
noon, George Primrose Masonic Temple, 3010 Becerra Way
in Sacramento. Attire is formal, lovely and handsome.
Queen Nora Bryant is retiring after a fun-filled year. Prin-
cess Royal Lynda Languasco is looking forward to a fun
and eventful 2016. Many of the nobles and ladies met both
Queen Nora and Princess Lynda at some of the BASCO
Days events graciously representing Menzaleh Temple.

Menzaleh Temple held a beautiful ceremonial on Febru-
ary 1 for our Supreme Queen, Sharon K. St. John. We initi-
ated eight new princesses, four from the same family! And
we were so pleased to have such informative and enter-
taining presenters at our ceremonial banquet including
Supreme Queen Sharon K. St. John; Queen Nora Bryant;
Past Queen Jane Picotte; Ben Ali Potentate Tom Nickens
and his lady, Suzanne; Grand Master David Perry; Mike
Salazar, Executive Officer of Northern California and Ha-
waii DeMolay; and Alan Anderson, Director of Develop-
ment at the Northern California Shriners Hospital for Chil-
dren. Supreme Queen Sharon was absolutely thrilled to
become an Honorary Sweetheart of Northern California
DeMolay!

CENTRAL SAC. VALLEY
John Fontes

The Central Sacramento Valley Shrine Club was
pleased to host 135 Shriner’s, Mason’s and guests at its
61st annual Crab Feed in February. This event is the
primary fund raising event for the club each year. Next
up on our calendar is the visit of our Potentate in March.
This is the famous “pie social” where nearly everyone
in attendance is able to have a year’s supply of pie in
one day. Put March 6 in the afternoon on your schedule
for a fun and pie filled afternoon on your schedule.
March is a great month to be a Shriner in this area as we

hope you can join us at the 135th Bok-Eye Parade in
Marysville on March 21st.
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SHRINERS HOSPITAL NEWS

I thought you might like to see this article about Dr.
Davids. This surgeon had a Leading Role in the Interna-
tional Pediatric Orthopaedic Symposium Jon R. Davids,
M.D., assistant chief of orthopaedics at Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children — Northern California, had a leading
role in the 12th annual meeting of the International Pe-
diatric Orthopaedic Symposium (IPOS) in December.
Presented by the Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of North
America and the American Academy of Orthopaedic
Surgeons the meeting brought orthopaedic surgeons
from around the globe together to discuss a wide range
of pediatric and adolescent orthopaedic conditions.
Courses covered both frequently seen problems and rare
conditions that demand specialized care. A longtime
member of the IPOS faculty, Dr. Davids is an interna-
tionally recognized pediatric orthopaedic surgeon, noted
for his work in treating children with cerebral palsy. Dr.
Davids was involved in symposium planning and pre-
sentations and served as course moderator, a faculty
leader for a breakout session and a judge for a surgical
simulation.

2016 POTENTATE PROJECT
Hal Barker P.P.

As you are all aware our Shrine (Ben Ali) is going
through some difficult times financially. Why? Simple,
our membership is in decline. That won’t change much
if any in the near future.

We must prepare for difficult years ahead if our be-
loved Shrine is to survive. We all must dedicate our-
selves and our resources to that survival.

We have had to raise our dues. That in itself won’t
insure long time survival. It is a bandage at best. To the
end goal of our survival I am soliciting all your help
once more looking for your solutions.

Three programs will be very prominent in 2016.
The S.O.S. Program — “Save Our Shrine” — 2016

Potentate’s Project
The S.O.S. Program will be a personal contribution

program designed to raise $50,000.00 for an emergency
survival fund.

This money will be encumbered for our survival and
not used for salaries or ongoing maintenance or opera-
tions. The money will only be used for demonstrated
emergencies and only then when approved by the Sur-
vival Fund Committee.

I will be asking through 2016 for you to make volun-
tary personal contributions to the fund. The following
amounts will be the donation parameters.

$1000 $750 $500 $250 $100 or less

Contributors will be awarded a certificate and a very
nice Contributor Pin which you can proudly display
demonstrating you have done your part. This is a lot to
ask you would say and you are correct. Is our Shrine
survival worth it? I say ONLY YOU can and will an-
swer this question.

The HARD HAT Unit
Nobles with skills that can save our ongoing mainte-

nance dollars will be asked to join this unit.
Your skills are needed when minor maintenance is

needed. Nobles with skills such as electrician, plumbers,
wood workers, painters and??

We want to be able to do our own minor maintenance
without the labor costs. You will be used as your skills
will allow you. Advise actual work experience, etc.

Your skills can help us save dollars and therefore are
needed in the Save Our Shrine program.

This unit will have no potentates visits nor will it pay
club and unit insurance cost. No meeting unless as a unit
you decide to do that. WE JUST NEED YOUR HELP!

Call Tamye and tell us you want to help and what your
skills are. We will use you. A suitable hard hat will be
designed for your wear to indicate you are doing your
part to insure our survival.

NEGOTIATIONS with the Scottish Rite for infinite use
of the Scottish Rite Facilities

It is unfortunately a clear reality that our temple will
soon become a liability in our declining financial situa-
tion. Better that we be ahead of the coming crisis and pre-
pared. At some point, the sale of our property may be-
come a necessity.

To move to the use of the Scottish Rite facility seems like
the most logical and reasonable alternative I have been
given the task of negotiating with the Scottish Rite Facil-
ity for future use. The personal representative of the Grand
Inspector General in California has the authority and
willingness to negotiate.

The phased program must be undertaken now and it
will be. This program will be undertaken with an open
visible method. All of the nobility shall be kept informed
as we progress.

The Elected Divan and our Potentate will represent the
nobility. Again, this work will be conducted in complete
transparency.

Many of you have suggested this as a survival strategy.
We will move it forward in 2016.

These efforts have the support of your 201.6 Elected Di-
van and we hope your nobles and your ladies will also
support it. While none of this is pleasant, it is a must for
long term Ben Ali Survival.

Our properties must be liquidated and a suitable home
that is less expensive must be found.

The Scottish Rite needs us as much as we need them,
Anyone having ideas for survival, PLEASE give us your

thoughts. We need them.
TOGETHER WE CAN SURVIVE
Save Our Shrine 2016
Periodic reports of our progress shall be provided to all

NEEDED- PROJECTOR RETURNED

Ben Ali needs their projector that was borrowed
RETURNED back to the Shrine. This item is used
at our meetings and it is now missing and needs
to be returned back to Ben Ali. So if you
borrowed it please bring it back as we need it
for an upcoming event.
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In Memoriam

ES SELAMU ALEIKUM

THESE WE DO NOT FORGET

SUNSHINE NEEDED

Bob Cunningham
Dick Dunn
Dave Glass

Ken Holloway
Calvin Kesler

Gene Kreb
Orin Makinster

Greg Rogers
Frank Segura-broke hip

DONATIONS

LADIES PROJECT
Tehama Shrine Ladies
Gary & Becki Roberts
Chuck & Ruth Brooks
Vince & Sally Parell
Jairo & Stacey Gomez

POTES PROJECT
Gary & Becki Roberts
Chuck & Ruth Brooks
Tehama Shrine
Dave & Ann Kubel
Rich & Kathy Briner
Larry Born
David Anderson
Charles Carver
Don Finton
Charles Barnett
Bruce Boom
Gary Roberts
Dean Cofer
Jacob Scott
Art Hawkins
Bill Blackford
Bill Pinkerton
Tom Krummel

TRANSPORTATION FUND
Placergold Shrine Club
Tom & Suzanne Nickens in memory of Tom Lawrie
Gold Country Shrine Club

GENERAL FUND
Bruce Boom, in memory of Jean Boom

BUILDING FUND
Montezuma Shrine Club
Pipes & Drums

Earl Donald
David Haralson
Bryon VanMetre

Henry John Weaver
Walter Young
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In addition to advertising, a new program was created in 2003, called Ben Ali Shriners Monthly Supporters This program was created to assist

the Shriners Monthly Magazine with the cost of returned mail, which is .86cents per item. If you move please let us know as returned mail gets

expensive. Donations are on an annual basis, year to year. Supporters will have their name printed for $10.00 per line.

COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW AND MAIL IT ALONG WITH YOUR DONATION TO:

BEN ALI SHRINE - P.O. BOX 21-4477 - SACRAMENTO, CA. 95821 ATTN. TAMYE

MAGAZINE SUPPORTERS

Barta, Bob

Barta, Michael

Bearse, Bill

Bearse, Winifred

Bell, Bill

Bennett, Frank

Blount, Patricia

Briner, Kathy

Briner, Rich

Brown, Hollis

Brown, Rena

Curnow, Bill

Danik, William

Danik, Kay

Dassonville, Don

Deryck, Dusty

Hall, Bill

Kimmel Michael

Lauchland, Georgia

Leidig, Leigh

Leidig, Margo

Maxwell, Chilie

Morrow, George

Reece, Sandra

Shugart, Janet

YES, I WANT TO BE A SHRINERS MONTHLY SUPPORTER
Cut out and mail to Ben Ali Shrine Center, P.O. Box 21-4477, Sacramento, CA. 95821

Enclosed please find my check of $ ____________

Scammell, Ann

Schierenberg, Barbara

Schuh, Rudy

Schultz, John

Scoggan, Byron

Thompson, John

Thompson, Dottie

Thompson, JoAnn

Thompson, Ron

Tidwell, Ed

Tidwell, Sue

Walker, Jean

Ward, Ann

Ward, Clancy

Wentworth, Lew

West, GiGi

West, Kirk
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It’s Shrine Day at GoKart Racer

Ben Ali Shrine and the CIBARA Motor Corp

are having a joint Fundraiser

at GoKart Racer

Monday, March 28, 2016

Race Hours – 12:00 pm (noon) until 10:00 pm

1430 Enterprise Boulevard, West Sacramento, CA

Choose your Driving Experience

Hot Laps (10 mins) Race (20 mins)

Grand Prix (30 mins) Kids - Hot Laps (10 mins)

See you at the Track!
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Welcome to our newest advertiser Paul Cary

S.O.S.
Save our Shrine

The Potentates project for 2016 is S.O.S. Save our Shrine.
The project is multi facited. The first facit is to raise
$50,000 or more to save for a rainy day fund. Hopefully
for an emergency that never comes. At the Sunday Fizz
Breakfast this part of the project got off to a roaring start.
As most of you know the BASCO weekend really kicks off
the new potentate’s year. Those who will lead clubs, units
and administration for 2016 meet and learn. Together
leaders prepare under the direction of their Potentate for
the shrine year to follow.

I want to tell you that 2016 was an exceptional BASCO
for several reasons.

First the training sessions were first class! Congratula-
tions to all the trainers and the leadership that put the
whole thing together. Take a bow.

BASCO 2016 Illustrious Tom kicked off his 2016
Potentate’s Project S.O.S. Save our Shrine. Ben Ali had an
incentive for Unit and Club officers to attend all the train-
ing and events specified and were to receive a $50.00
rebate at the Sunday breakfast. All of those who had com-
pleted the program were waiting to collect their money
after breakfast. Well in the best tradition of Ben Ali Shrine,
the captain of the Motor Escort Larry Born stepped up
and donated his $50.00 to the Potentate’s Project. Then
the 12 next officers followed Larry’s lead and we col-
lected $450.00 to this project. Way to go Nobles!

As the year goes on you will hear more about the other
facets of the projects. As the Potentate’s Project moves
forward we will keep you informed of that progress.

Only we, which is you and me can save this great orga-
nization. Together we will do just that.

Hal Barker P.P. 2016 Executive Aide
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Contact Rich Entrican 916-362-3638, Bill Pinkerton 916-685-5491 or any Clown or Keystone Cop member for
tickets
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STATED MEETING PICTURES

The meeting was full of games and everyone who
attended loved it.
Don’t miss Ben Ali’s Stated Meetings or you will
miss out on all the fun Tom has planned.



17

PETITION FOR INITIATION AND MEMBERSHIP BEN ALI SHRINE
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine

3262 Marysville Blvd., Sacramento, CA. 95815. P. O. Box 21-4477, Sacramento, California 95821-4477
Office (916) 920-4107 Fax (916) 920-0690

office@benalishrine.org

To the Illustrious Potentate, Officers and Members of Ben Ali Shrine, Oasis of Sacramento:

I am a MASTER MASON in good standing in _________________________________Lodge No. ________F & A.M. and have been since (Date)_________
Address/City/State:_________________________________._____________________

I have resided within the jurisdiction of the Shrine, or in unoccupied territory, not less than six months, as required by the Constitution of the Imperial Council, and that I
am not under suspension or expulsion in the Bodies prerequisite to this Order. I respectfully pray that I may be made a Noble of the Mystic Shrine, and become a
member of your Shrine. If I be found worthy and my request granted, I promise to conform to all the Ceremonies, Engagements, Constitutions, Regulations and Edicts of
the Imperial Council, together with your Shrine’s.

Have you previously applied for admission to any Shrine of the Order? _________ Shrine? _____________________________ When? ______________

SIGNATURE: ______________________________________________________________________________Date: ___________________
Sign Name in Full

PETITION MUST BE SIGNED BY TWO NOBLES IN GOOD STANDING IN BEN ALI SHRINE

Top Line Signer, NOBLE: ______________________________________________Member # _____________Phone: ______________

Print Legibly

2nd Line Signer, NOBLE: ___________________________________________________________Member # __________________

APPLICANT: PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY OR TYPE

Print Full Name: _________________________________________________________ Spouse Name: __________________________

Residence: _________________________________________________City______________________________Zip________________

Phone (_____) ________________________Fax________________________E-Mail___________________________________________

Birthplace: City/State _____________________________________Date of Birth: Month _________Day ________Year___________

Hat Size__________________ Profession or Occupation: ______________________________________________________

BusinessAddress/City/State/Zip__________________________________________________________________________________

Business Phone (_______)_____________________Fax ________________________________Other_____________________________

SEND SHRINE MAIL TO: Residence_______ Business_________ Were you ever a DeMolay? _______________________

Are you a member of Scottish Rite _____ City and State ________________York Rite __________ City and State _____________

Involve yourself, Get Active. Join a Shrine Club, Unit or Committee. If you are interested in any of the following, please circle the
appropriate group(s) you would like to learn more about

Band Legion of Honor Peace Officers Golf
Lions Head Pipes & Drums Hillbillies Peace Officers
Marching Patrol Past Masters Motorcycle Membership
Cibara M. Corps. Activities (refreshments) Classic Auto Motor Escort
Wrecking Crew Yacht Clowns Purveyors (cooks)
Bedouins (rv) Oriental Band Emir (under 45) Keystone Cops
Greeters Tommy knockers Islanders Sportsmen
Transportation Drivers Corp Circus Temple Projects

FOR OFFICE USE RECORDER’S RECORD:

Elected ________________ Check $______________ Created _________________Member No ____________________

Visa or Master Card #________________________________________________ Expiration Date__________________

Code on back of card ___________

$350.00 initiation includes fez and dues




