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Shriners Monthly (USPS#374-150) is published monthly 
except July and Sept. by Ben Ali Shrine, A.A.O.N.M.S., 
3262 Marysville Boulevard, P. O. Box 214477, 
Sacramento CA 95821-4477.  

Subscription price $5.00 per year paid thru membership 
dues. Periodicals Postage Paid at Sacramento, CA.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:  
Shriners Monthly, P. O. Box 21-4477, 
Sacramento, CA 95821-4477. 
 
The fifteenth (15th) day of the preceding month of issue 
is the deadline for all news items and photographs. 
All materials should be addressed to:  
Ben Ali Shrine Attn. Lew  
P. O. Box 214477  
Sacramento, CA 95821-4477  or  email to: 
Office@benalishrine.org,  

Ben Ali Shrine — Elective Divan 
Chris Chediak —Potentate 

Jairo Gomez—Chief Rabban 
Bill Wells—Assistant Rabban 

David Lagala—High Priest and Profit 
Don Killmer — Oriental Guide 

Art Hawkins—Treasurer 
Lew Wentworth —Recorder 

Appointive Divan 
1st Ceremonial Master –Ralph Sahagun 
2nd Ceremonial Master –Evan Beecher  

Director General – Roger Moore 
Chaplain -- Chet Fristoe 

Master of Ceremonies – Jeff Davidson 
Master of Ceremonies — Gabriel Carafano 

Quartermaster—Art Hawkins   
 

Potentate’s Aides 
Jack and Kathy Campbell—Chief Aide 

Scott and Sally Colvin 
Bruce and Brandi Estrada 
Eugene and Gabriela Hsu 

Gene and Lynn Peters 
Robert and Jeanne Philip 

Efrain and Lulu Vallejo 
Bruce and Clairiece Boom 

 
1st. Lady’s Aides 

Billie Roggenbusch—Executive Aide 
Debbie Clark—Ladies Mentor 

Paula Kubo—Julie Center 
Sharon  Boxell—Donna Thorne 

Pam Smith 
Sandy Ludington 

Clarice Boom 
    
Joanie Davidson—Master of Ceremonies 

 

Ben Ali Shrine 
3262 Marysville Blvd 

Sacramento, CA 95815 
Phone: (916) 920-4107 

Fax: (916) 920-0690 
www.benalishrine.org  

 
Email:  

Office: office@benalishrine.org  
       Recorder: therecorder@benalishrine.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 

M-Thurs  9:00am – 4:00pm 
Fri  9:00am– 12:00pm  

http://www.benalishrine.org
mailto:office@benalishrine.org
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Potentate Message 

Dear Nobles and Ladies,  

 

“There is an end to everything, to good things as well.” And for us, 2019 was a very good year. As the final 

moments of our Shrine Potentate year approach, we want to thank you all for the privilege and honor of serv-

ing this remarkable organization, and we are very grateful for your help and guidance throughout the year.  

 

We appreciated the opportunity to visit with so many clubs and units and to enjoy their hospitality, delicious 

meals and fun (creative) meetings.  The talent, dedication and spirit of the Ben Ali members and their fami-

lies are energizing and inspirational. 

 

Special thanks to: our Aides, the MC’s and Executive Aides, Decorations/Hospitality Committee, Ben Ali 

Temple staff and volunteers, the Purveyors, Dave Glass, the Bar/Activities group, everyone who helped with 

the monthly meetings, many special events and parades, and all of the clubs, units and others who did so 

much.  

 

To those who braved the trip to Cuba – asere, gracias por acompanarnos!  

 

We also want to acknowledge and thank all of the past Potes and First Ladies who gave us advice and ideas 

and shared materials from years gone by. Whenever asked (and even when not asked), they were always hap-

py and willing to help. 

 

We much appreciate everyone who contributed (time, talent and/or money) to the Transportation Fund, the 

2019 First Lady’s Project and the other initiatives to support our hospital. Shriners are a very special, giving 

group of people. 

 

We are also thankful for a great group of Divan members and Divan ladies. We will miss the opportunity to 

spend so much time together (we probably will not miss the fireball shots, but we will miss the fine port, hu-

mor, and camaraderie). 

 

Please plan to join us for installation night as we welcome a new year and new Divan. We wish all the best to 

Jairo, Stacey and the 2020 elected and appointed Divan members. 

 

We hope to see you all again soon. Let’s make it happen! 

 

Chris and Janet  
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Almost a Potentates Message 

Nobles and Ladies, 

 

Stacey and I cannot begin to thank you for the trust you have placed in us. It is an honor to serve as your 
2020 Potentate and I will do my best to honor each and every one of you. I would like to take a moment and thank 
Illustrious Chris and Janet for their hard work and love of this fraternity. We have traveled many miles, multiple 
states, shared many laughs and they have supported me in good times and bad. The only regret that I have being 
elevated to Potentate is not having you and Janet around. I will miss our travels together. 

 As for 2020, I am looking forward to having a fun year with a focus on our club and units. They are the back-
bone of our Temple and without them we cannot succeed. My goal is to attend all Club and Units within Ben Ali to 
see what the Divan and Temple can do to help them grow. While these are not formal Potentate Visits as have been 
done in the past, I can assure you that traveling to meet with all the groups is a priority.  

 In 2020, we will be attending six parades and I hope that all Clubs and Units can attend. Even if you do not 
have a parade Unit, Clubs should still attend to help support the Temple and demonstrate to the community how 
great of an organization we are a part of. There are also many more trips and outings that we have planned for the 
year, which I hope that you will place on your calendar. 

 Ben Ali Shriners are a group of men, along with the incredible support of our ladies, that make a difference 
in our community as well as globally. We should be proud of those accomplishments. Share that pride with your 
friends, neighbors and Masons in your lodges and together we can continue making an impact for future generations 
of children that will need our help.  

 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

 

Jairo J. Gomez 

2020 Potentate Elect  
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Northern California Colors 

From your Quartermaster 

2020 Potentate & First Lady’s Apparel 

Potentate Jairo and Stacey have selected their shirts for 2020.  Both shirts are being sold online using Ben 
Ali’s website store.   

Jairo’s is an attractive baseball uniform style shirt with “Ben Ali” prominently embroidered on the front.  
Depending on size, the shirts run $80 to $84 including tax and free pick up at the Temple. 

Stacey has selected a blue lady’s tee with “Ben Ali Ladies” silk screened on the front.  Cost for her shirt 
including tax is $23 to $27 and free pick up at the Temple.  Orders for the lady’s tee must be produced in 
quantities of 12 due to the silk screen setup fee.  It is suggested that your order be placed in December or 
early in January to insure there will be a production run.  Orders placed later will be filled only when a 
quantity of 12 shirts has been ordered. 

Shirts can be mailed to your home for an additional $8.00.  If you have any questions see Art Hawkins, 
Treasurer and Quartermaster, at the stated meetings.  Or, email him at aohawk@gmail.com   

First Lady Janet’s Sweater 

There are a limited number of Janet’s burgundy cardigan sweaters 
available for $25 each.     

 

mailto:aohawk@gmail.com
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Ben Ali Shrine 
BASKO Jan 31-Feb 2, 2020 

Lake Natoma Inn – Folsom CA  
702 Gold Lake Drive, Folsom, CA 95630   Phone: 916-351-1500 

Hotel Lodging is purchased with the Lake Natoma Inn 

Mention Ben Ali Shrine 2020 for a $99.00 per night rate.   

Individual Ticket Pricing (lodging NOT included) 
       
______ $30.00 per person Saturday Continental Breakfast (Attire: Casual w/ Fez)   
 
______ $30.00 per person Saturday Men’s Lunch 
 
______ $45.00 per attendant  ”First Ladies Luncheon for Family and Friends”   

(Attire: Business Casual) 
 Choices ___Lemon Rosemary Chicken ___Seasonal Vegetable Ravioli    
 
______ $65.00 per person Saturday Night Banquet (Attire: Formal w/Fez)    
 Choices:  ___ Tri-Tip ___ Salmon ___ Vegetarian  (Select 1 per person) 
 
______ $30.00 Spirit Package per person  
                
______$40.00 per person Sunday Fizz Breakfast (Attire: Casual w/Fez)    
 

Discounted Package Pricing (Lodging not included)  

______ $275 Couples Package (2) Continental Breakfast,  

Ladies Luncheon, (1) Sat Men’s lunch (2) Saturday Banquet Dinner,  

(2) Sunday Fizz Breakfast.  Please make meal selections above! 

 ______ $140 Single Men’s Package: (1) Continental Breakfast, (1)  Sat Men’s Lunch  

Saturday Banquet Dinner, (1) Sunday Fizz Breakfast. 

Please make meal selections above! 

 ______ $160 Single Ladies Package: (1) Continental Breakfast, (1) Ladies Luncheon,  

Saturday Banquet Dinner, (1) Sunday Fizz Breakfast 

 ______ $25 Spirit Package! A weekend of adult beverages just $25per person when  

  purchased with a  Weekend package             

Please make meal selections above! 

Hotel reservations should be made directly with “The Natoma Inn” by January 24, 2020 

(either via online booking or by telephone) Please return this form to Ben Ali Office (916) 920-

4107, 3262 Marysville Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95815 No Later then Jan23, 2020 

Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________ 

Email ________________________________________Phone____________________________ 
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Sunshine Needed 

Please Contact us if a noble is in need 

 
 
       

 

Recorder’s Missives 

Fire Wood  

for free 

We have about a cord of seasoned 

“slightly wet” fire wood available for 

immediate pickup behind the Hart 

House.  Come and get it. First come 

first served. 

 

January 1 New Years Day 

January 4 Kerak Installation 

January 11 Aahmes Installation 

January 14 Ben Ali Installation 

January 17 San Joaquin Crab  
  Feed 

January 18 East West Shrine  
  Game Watch Party 

January 25 Scottish Rite   
  Installation 

January 31– February 2 BASKO 

 

 

 

 

A note to users of the facility.  If you en-

counter any lights that don’t work or bro-

ken  items or anything that needs repair, 

please notify the office so we can get it tak-

en care of. 

 

2019 is over forever.  The Temple has expe-

rienced  improvements and updating this 

year.  All in all we are ready for 2020 with 

improved security/fire prevention/ internet/

phone/computer/paint and grounds im-

provements.  All thanks to a very generous 

donor. 
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From Tommyknockers Shrine Club 

 

Brother George Washington’s Prayer for Our Nation;  

“I now make it my earnest prayer, that God would have the United States 

in his holy protection, that he would incline the hearts of the Citizens to 

cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to Government, to en-

tertain a brotherly affection and love for one another, for their fellow citi-

zens of the United States at large, and particularly for their brethren who 

have served in the Field, and finally, that he would most graciously be 

pleased to dispose us all, to do Justice, to love mercy and to demean 

ourselves with that Charity, humility and pacific temper of mind, which 

were the Characteristics of the Devine Author of our blessed Religion, 

and without an humble imitation of whose example in these things, we 

can never hope to be a happy Nation.   Amen”.   

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR ! 
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Annual Supporters of the Ben Ali Shrine Bulletin  

 

Judith Meigs   Royal Meigs   Legion of Honor Unit 

LOH Commander Hal  Hal PP and Paula   Lew and Terre Wentworth 

Ella Wentworth  Jean Walker  

 

 

Y’all come back now Ya’hear  

  

 

  

  

 

 

   

YES, I WANT TO BE A SHRINERS MONTHLY ANNUAL SUPPORTER   with your check for $10.00  for each 

name each year mail to Ben Ali Shrine 3262 Marysville Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95815  

 

 

If you have just a little time, 

We have a job for you! 

The Transportation unit can use more drivers and observers. 

We have a great team, yet it could be better with your help. 

Please contact Phil Wood or any of the members in the Transportation Unit for more as-

sistance.      Phil Wood’s telephone number: 916-342-5837 

Shriners Hospital Lounge:  916-453-2233 

Transportation Unit email:  transportation_shnc@yahoo.com 

HOSPITAL TRANSPORTATION 

Annual Supporters of the Bulletin renewal begins this month for next years Bulletin so get 

your $10.00 in real soon. 

mailto:transunit@yahoo.com
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 Boot Camp for Nurses: 

More than 50 nurses and 

other health care profes-

sionals packed the audi-

torium on Wednesday, 

Dec. 4. They were here 

for a Pediatric Wound 

Care Boot Camp — a 

continuing education pro-

gram presented by 

Shriners Hospitals for 

Children in partnership 

with the wound care team 

at UC Davis Children’s 

Hospital. PICU manager 

Robyn Bartlett joined UC 

Davis nurse practitioner 

Holly Kirkland-Kyhn in welcoming partici-

pants to the seminar. “This course promot-

ed collaboration and best practices, which 

ultimately benefit the kids we serve,” said 

Robyn. Nurses from Shriners and UC Davis 

lectured on a variety of topics, which includ-

ed Implications for Fetal Surgery, Pediatric 

 

 Leadership in Motion: Congratulations to Shriners Hospital 

physical therapist Leslie Torburn, PT, DPT, who has been elected 

to the Board of the California Physical Therapy Association (CPTA). 

She will serve a three-year term beginning in January 2020. “I have 

been involved in the physical therapy profession for over 30 years, 

and this is an opportunity to work with my colleagues throughout 

California to foster an organization that continues to inspire physical 

therapists and physical therapy assistants in their professional de-

velopment,” said Dr. Torburn, who works as a physical therapist in 

the Motion Analysis Center. With over 9,000 members, the CPTA is 

the third largest  physical therapy association in the world. Its mission is to build a community that advances 

the profession of physical therapy to improve the health of society. Dr. Torburn’s election to the Board clearly 
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Thanks from the Heart . . . Sports medicine physical therapist Bill Workman received a heartfelt 

thank you from one of his patients. Bill shares the story: Most of my patients that I treat in the PT gym 

are asked to read aloud a few meaningful quotes that I have on my cabinets. A young lady that I treat-

ed at Shriners remembered a quote that helped her get through some difficult times following surgery. 

She had thought that her ability to participate in sports was over. It was a dream of hers to get back to 

play and she is now on her way back and is doing amazing. She wrote this card to me:  

 

Dear Mr. Bill,  

I would like to thank you for all that you have done for me over the course 

of the past few months. Thank you for being there for my family and I 

whenever we had questions about what the future would hold. Thank you 

for being there with encouragement when I was having trouble with the ex-

ercises and for giving me a positive role model to look up to. Thanks for not 

only helping me recover, but for teaching me the most valuable lesson of 

all, the lesson of what a dream truly is.  

Poster on Mr. Bill's cabinet 

reads:  

When a DREAM is written 

down  

It becomes a GOAL.  

A GOAL broken into pieces 

becomes a PLAN.  

A PLAN put into ACTION 

achieves that DREAM.  

Our newest Shriner Bill Workman 

Shines 
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Tuesday Night Magic: We have 

Sacramento police and firefighters 

to thank for some Tuesday night 

magic . . . that is simply spectacu-

lar! It started on Dec. 3 and contin-

ues on Tuesdays through Christ-

mas Eve . . . thanks to coordination 

by our Therapeutic Recreation & 

Child Life team. Police cars and 

fire trucks roll into the hospital’s 

front parking circle around 6:30 

p.m., as children gather to watch 

the spectacle through windows in 

the play area. At 7 p.m., the lights 

on all the vehicles are turned on for 

one minute, illuminating the entire 

hospital. Officers wave to patients 

who shine flashlights back at the 

well-wishers gathered below. 

Dubbed Good Night Lights, the 

event was started in Sacramento 

by Renee Mitchell, a Police Ser-

geant with Regional Transit, and 

her colleague Officer Jason Finn-

icum. “The idea is to show the kids at the hospital during the holidays that we care. We use 

our lights at night to signal to everyone that police and fire are here for you,” said Sergeant 

Mitchell, adding that it means a lot to her and her colleagues to bring this event to the Sacra-

mento Shriners Hospital. “I have had personal experience with the hospital and have a friend 

whose daughter came to Shriners. Not only that, I worked as a police officer in the neighbor-

Notes from the Heart: Punctuated by hope and generosity, the flurry of holiday stories pull at 

our heartstrings. Yet, the heart of our mission rests in the care our hospital provides. These notes 

come from the hearts of grateful parents completing the Press-Ganey Survey:  

Staff members go above-and-beyond to make patients feel welcomed.  

Dr. Arsenault answered all of my questions very kindly and patiently. She had to tell 

me something that no mom would want to hear, and she did it with compassion and 

kindness.  

Everything so far has been wonderful. My son (16) broke his ankle and was referred 

here and thank God!! He had the best Surgeon, Dr. Templeton, and the staff were 

nothing less than AMAZING!!  
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Ben Ali Shrine 

3262 Marysville Blvd 

Sacramento  CA  95815 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

PERIODICALS  

USPS #374-150 

Gone but not forgotten 

Joseph M. Chez          Wallace Engel 

 

Michael C. Joseph      Alfred Switzer 

 

Lyle Wilford Smith       Wilson S. Moses  


