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Potentates Message
William “Bill “Wells

Greetings Nobles, Ladies and Friends of Ben Ali. I hope all of you are doing well and staying safe. The times right now seem promising and hopeful. We are getting closer to Spring
and Summer and I can’t wait! One year into COVID-19 pandemic and it is starting to look
like there is a light at the end of the tunnel! The State seems to be opening up a little more
each day. Hopefully the reopening will move swiftly and we can meet once again! Vaccines
are being distributed and administered to many of you. Lady Debi just received her 1 st vaccine through her employment with the State, I am still waiting for my turn for the vaccine!
The Most Worshipful Grand Master Arthur H. Weiss has continued with his directive of no
in-person meetings. This will remain in effect until cancelled. Grand Lodge is in contact
with State of California government officials. The Grand Master will issue a directive as
soon as he is given the “green light” to open Masonry in our Great State! When that happens, we will make plans to reopen our Shrine Temple for regular temple activities. Keep
your fingers crossed that we will re-open soon!
We held our 2nd “Chat with the Pote” Zoom meeting on March 9th. What a great evening, we
had 58 Nobles, ladies, and friends that logged on for the meeting. Our guest speaker was
none other than Alan Anderson, Director of Development at Shriners Hospital for Children
Northern California (SHCNC). He gave a great overview of what is currently going on at
the hospital! I want to thank everyone who tuned in! Our next “Chat with the Pote” will be
on Tuesday, April 13th, at 7:00 P.M. We will have CEO and Hospital Administrator Margaret
Bryan as our Guest Speaker. She brings a wealth of knowledge about SHCNC and will talk
about the hospital’s conversion to a Center of Excellence!
On March 13th the Divan attended the Ladies of the Oriental Shrine of North America, Ila
Neb Court #51 72nd Installation of Officers by Zoom Meeting. Lady Joanie Davidson was
installed as High Priestess. Congratulations High Priestess Joanie! Then on March 20th, we
attended the Daughters of the Nile, Menzaleh Temple #16, 98th Installation of Officers, also
by Zoom. Vickie-Marie Parker Ward was crowned Queen. Congratulations Queen Vickie!
Lady Debi and I will be travelling to “Sin City”, (Las Vegas) for the upcoming Western
States Association Meeting scheduled for April 7th thru the 11th. We are looking forward to
reconnecting with our Association counterparts again and having fun! We will be attending
business meetings, presentations, and fun competitions! There is also supposed to be a
WSA Pub Crawl and scavenger hunt! That should be interesting!
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Potentates Message Continued

Support for Lady Debi’s Circle of Care Hospital Project has been overwhelming. We are
both very happy with the support everyone has shown to her project. Please contact First
Lady Debi or watch the video that explains her project. The video is on YouTube, “2021
Ben Ali Shriners First Ladies Project!” You can also view the video on the Ben Ali
Shriners Website, (www.benalishrine.org).
More improvements are coming to your Shrine Temple. Shortly, work will begin to replace
the carpeting in the Activities Center and new flooring will be installed with commercial
grade plank flooring in the bar area and down the hallway in front of the restrooms. We
hope to begin work in April and have it completed before everyone returns for events and
activities.
While some areas show parade dates on their website, no parades are showing as actually
happening, or accepting applications for participants, as of now. Our Director General, Noble Roger Moore, is monitoring the parade sites. He is just as anxious to get back out there
as you are! I ask the Nobility to start getting ready for parades. We have had a year off; we
had a year of being home. I want our Temple ready to start working again! Noble Moore
will be posting information regarding the 2021 Parade Schedule in this publication beginning in April or May
2021 Ben Ali Directories are now available!! Please contact Kathy at the office if you want
a copy.
I miss the camaraderie and ability to see you in person. We will be together again and enjoying each other in person soon! Take care and be safe!
“Having Fun in 21!!”
William “Bill” Wells
Potentate 2021
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Message from the First Lady

Happy Shenanigans and Shamrock month to all! The last month has been busy attending
virtual meetings, installations, the Chat with the Pote and Fun and Fellowship with the First
Lady. Live events. It has been wonderful to see some of you online and have a chance to
catch up a bit.
As a child I was told that four leaf clovers grew at the base of a leprechaun’s pot of gold
and would bring you good luck if you found some. As I prepared to share my April message with you, my thoughts of the small but powerful message of the four leaf clover once
again came to mind. According to lore, each of the four leaves of a clover stand for Faith,
Home, Love, and Luck. It is said that when a person found one they gained the magic fortune of each leaf and if shared with someone who was in need, both would be blessed! I
believe that is exactly how it works when we share our time, talents, hope and love with
others. Each of the clubs and units, every noble and lady who are part of our Shrine family
have talents, hope, love and time that we share, often without realizing the blessings we
have given to the recipient. I recently had that experience and with permission of the recipient, I would like to share it with you.
As I do each month, I began to create my monthly menu and grocery list and was almost
finished when I was contacted by a young friend of ours. She was reaching out to help her
sister’s family. The sister recently had her second baby, she has a three year old daughter,
and her husband was recovering from a back injury. This young mom was in need of some
help, and the call went out to friends and family to provide a prepared meal for the family,
so the mom would have one less thing on her already full plate. I agreed to help and made
contact with the young mom, to ask her if she had a crockpot and freezer space, which she
did, and then I went to work.
Using the menu I had just completed, I worked for two days putting together complete meal
kits for 14 dinners, eggs, bacon and sausage for several breakfasts and frozen veggies so
everything was ready for her to thaw and cook without any extra work. I will never forget
the look of relief and thankfulness in her eyes as we loaded the meals into her car. I am
grateful to have been contacted and thankful I was able to help.
In the past year, I am sure that we have all experienced times when we felt that we had no
control over what was happening, but each of us can and should challenge ourselves to remember we do have control over the way we decide how we are going to respond to what
is happening. That is where our super power exists!!
You might be asking why I am referring to each of us as having super powers?!? Well,
there is a very good reason for that, because we do! When we invest in each other, believe
in being of service to others, we succeed in making a difference in the lives of others.
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First Lady’s message cont.

As a Rainbow girl, I was taught to be of some service each day, that lesson is still taught by
all masonic bodies in one way or another, As we continue to navigate these difficult days of
ever changing COVID-19 restrictions, please know that there is something you can do to
help make our communities better. For me, it was providing some well-deserved assistance
to a young mom and her family, what will it be for you???
Please continue to take care of yourselves, take care of those you know and love, and know
that you can be of some service each day!
Hummingbird hugs and happiness,
Debi Wells,
First Lady, Ben Ali Shriners

Hospital update

MOTION ANALYSIS CENTER AWARDED PRAISE AND NATIONAL
ACCREDITATION
Our Motion Analysis Center (MAC) was formally notified last week of its

full accreditation by the Commission for Motion Laboratory Accreditation (CMLA). Most notably, our Northern California team earned praise
for satisfying 37 criteria in a single application and for its attention to
detail and diligence, and collaboration with CMLA surveyors. This accreditation reflects what the staff, patients and families already know
about the expertise, precision and patient-centered approach in the
Motion Analysis Center. The accreditation lasts for a period of three years. Thank you Kyria Petuskey and
Anita Bagley for leading this team effort that included MAC staff – Leslie Torburn, Sally Takashiba and Hal
Koehncke – in close collaboration with Jon R. Davids, M.D., assistant chief of orthopedic surgery and medical director of the motional analysis center.
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ON THE RECORD
I am sitting at my desk looking at a tiny light off in the
distance and at the end of our tunnel . My fervent
hope is that it is not a train. It has been a long year and
hopefully it will end by mid-summer.
Sunshine Needed
If you or someone you love could use a
little Sunshine, let us know!

April’s “Chat with the Pote” has Maggie Bryan as his
guest speaker. With the “Center of Excellence” building at our hospital this conversation should by quite
educational. Try not to miss it on the 2nd Tuesday in
April.

FROM THE FRONT
OFFICE that is ……….. Kathy
Hello All,
Is it really April already? April is a busy
month for me and my family. My youngest
is having what should be her last big surgery to repair her cleft palate. She could
not be more excited to be coming to the
end of this particular road. I am confident
she will handle it with flying colors. My
Grandson is still the most adorable child
ever. He is starting to crawl and eat cereal.
I cant believe how quickly Nana time flies
by. Things in the office are running
smoothly. We are so hopeful that this time
apart will come to an end soon. If the
office can be of any help please don’t hesitate to call. WE ARE HERE FOR YOU !
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VIRTUAL CHAT WITH THE POTE
Until we are allowed to meet face to face again
at the Ben Ali Shrine Activities Center, we will be
conducting monthly virtual chat with the Pote
meetings via ZOOM
2nd Tuesday of the month
Starting at 7:00 pm

Join in via your electronic device between 6:45
and 7:00pm
Zoom ID 931 3229 5077
Passcode HIRAM
Go to the app store, Load the ZOOM App onto your
device: on the second Tuesday of the Month. Log into
the ZOOM meeting! Make sure your video and audio are
on
April 2021
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Message from the Director General

Hey Everyone!
For those that do not know me, I am Roger Moore the Director General for Ben Ali Shrine. I am appointed by the Potentate to organize and direct parades, events at the Temple and other assignments at
the direction of the Divan and the Potentate. I am also the representative of the Divan to the Clubs and
Units.
Parade season is around the corner, and while this is an uncertain time with the COVID outbreak I am
monitoring the status of the scheduled parades. A schedule of Command Parades is located at the end
of this article. A Command Parade is a parade in which the Potentate expects all clubs and units to participate. Before parade season is upon us this is a good time to tune up your go carts, feed the horses,
get the fire engines running and check your uniforms and makeup that way we can look our best. Parades are the easiest and least expensive way to promote the Shrine and the hospital which we all love
so dearly.
I will monitor the status of the Command Parades and as the parades open for registration I will register
the Shrine to participate. I will also keep the Clubs and Units posted as to the status of the parades.
We do not know when we will be able to actually participate In parades but when we do we will be
ready!
Roger Moore
Director General

(209) 601-1448/Roger.ramlaw007@gmail.com
2021 COMMAND PARADE SCHEDULE
May 1, 2021

Dixon Mayfair Parade Dixon, California

June 2, 2021

Sutter Creek Italian Picnic Parade Sutter Creek, California

September 19, 2021 Nevada City Constitutional Day Parade Nevada City, California
November 11, 2021 Veterans Day Parade Folsom, California

December 11, 2021

Santa Claus Parade Woodland, California

December 25, 2021

Christmas Day Parade at the Hospital Shriner’s Hospital, Sacramento, CA
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Reading-Trinity #27
Redding, California
During this trying time, when we cannot meet in Lodge, cannot gather together socially or even get
together as family; it is important to remember what a Masonic Lodge represents.
Our Lodge is not just a room. It is not merely a place in which to enjoy fraternal fellowship. It is not an
organization which replaces the Church. It is not a means of promoting one’s self in business.
What our Lodge really is, is a group of men, a group of Brothers, who have dedicated themselves to a
common task, and that is TO BUILD! A Freemason is a builder; a builder of character; a builder of a
better community: a better nation; a better world in which to live, a builder of an Eternal Temple for
the indwelling of God.
Such should be the real meaning of Freemasonry to each of us. If not, we should rededicate our lives
right now to those principles of Freemasonry to which we have obligated ourselves to accept, to learn,
to keep and to exemplify.
We are brought to Light in order that we may let our Light so shine before our fellowmen, that they
may see our good works and join us in glorifying The Great Architect of the Universe.
Hopefully soon, our Grand Master will lift the restrictions imposed by the State and allow us to again
gather as Masons in our Lodge and enjoy fellowship together. Until then stay in touch and reach out
to our Brothers less fortunate.

By: Myron Tisdel, P.M.
Hospital update

tel:VARIMAX’S SWEATIN’ FOR SHRINERS FUNDRAISES $17,000 FOR HOSPITAL
Thanks to the annual 24-hour Train-a-Thon, appropriately named Sweatin’ for Shriners, Varimax Fitness presented a check for $17,000 to Shriners Hospitals for Children — Northern California last week. A special thanks
to owner Greg Johnson, and Varimax Fitness staff, Angie Draws and Samantha Cordove, who have organized
this event for four years, raising more than $40,000 since its inception for the Northern California hospital.
Funds provide direct support for care programs at the hospital and, during the pandemic, fundraisers like these
are more important than ever. The development team is profoundly grateful to all their participants and sponsors who contributed to the fundraiser.

530-945-2103
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Greetings from the Tehama County Shrine Club
By Dean Cofer, Club President
It’s starting to look like Grand Lodge may open up CA Masonry as early as April or May, depending on what the State of California does. In any event keep your fingers crossed for this lockdown to finally
end, enabling us to resume our mission as Shiners’ to support our hospital and kids while enjoying fun and
fellowship.
Our club – until the pandemic lockdown in March of 2019 – has held an Annual Golf Tournament
for a straight ten years, before we were forced to cancel our 11 th Annual TCSC Golf Tournament in 2020.
Now, to make things worse, because of logistical problems due to uncertainty as to when we will reopen
we cannot hold our tournament in 2021 either. This of course negatively impacts our fund-raising program.
Fortunately, however, we have enough reserves to get us through 2020 and 2021 without reducing our donations to the hospital or to Ben Ali projects. We will have to work a bit harder in 2022 to replenish our
treasury … but there’s no question in my mind that our Nobles and Ladies will get it done.
We are eagerly looking forward to reopening as soon as possible so we can get back on our parade schedule both locally, and at Fall River Mills and other venues. We have a beautiful new parade trailer, decked out with all the bells and whistles due to the design and building talents of Nobles Ted Sargent
and Mitch Mitchell. We also have a slew of new – yet to be used - mini-bikes ready and waiting to be rode
by crazy but lovable Nobles around our trailer during parades. It’s not an exaggeration to say that everyone
is pulling at the bit to get out and about again to publicize Masonry, Shrine and our hospital. After all, “IT IS
ALL ABOUT THE KIDS”.
We want to formally welcome Illustrious Potentate and First Lady Bill and Debi as our leaders this
year. We look forward to getting together with them at our 2021 BASKO, and at the area Potentate’s Visit
– that the TCSC will be hosting – at the Rolling Hills Casino in Corning on Saturday, August 7th.
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Hospital update
STUDENTS SLIME TEACHER TO CELEBRATE $50,000 DONATION TO HOSPITAL
Last Friday, an enthusiastic class of fourth graders slimed their teacher, Ms. Sutherd, as their reward for raising
$50,000 for Shriners Hospitals for Children — Northern California via a Tik Tok Challenge. Ms. Sutherd’s challenge went viral, attracting gifts from all over the world and from all 50
states.
Jonathan Duley, past potentate and treasurer of the Saladin
Shriners in Grand Rapids, Michigan brought a check for more than
$20,000, which helped students meet their fundraising goal. William
Wells, potentate of the Ben Ali Shriners in Sacramento and Fezzy
joined in the fun as well. A huge thank you to Ms. Sutherd, her students and all Shriners involved. Check out live coverage of the event,
photos and a recap video on the Intranet page, Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter accounts.

SPORTS MEDICINE TEAM PRESENTS TWO PAPERS AT 2021 PRiSM CONFERENCE
For the 8th year in a row this past January, the Shriners Hospitals for Children — Northern California sports medicine team attended the Pediatric Research in Sports Medicine
(Prism) Conference.
Brian Haus, M.D., co-director of pediatric sports medicine and joint preservation, and
Zachary Hill, M.D., a former resident now practicing at UC Davis Health, presented two
published research papers at the virtual event:
Loose Body Versus Trochlear Biopsy MatrixInduced Autologous Chondrocyte Implantation
(MACI) Mocart Scores and IKDC Reported Outcomes in Pediatric Patients, and Preoperative
3D Modeling and Printing for Guiding Periacetabular Osteotomy. The
PRISM conferences is where physicians, pediatricians, physical and occupational therapists, and allied medical professionals gather each year to
learn about the latest sports medicine research that holds promise for
providing the best possible care to young athletes.
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TRANSPORTATION
If you have just a little time,
We have a job for you!
The Transportation unit can use more drivers and observers.
We have a great team, yet it could be better with your help.
Please contact Phil Wood or any of the members in the Transportation Unit for more assistance. Phil Wood’s telephone number: 916-342-5837

Annual Supporters of the Ben Ali Shrine Bulletin
Annual Supporters of the Bulletin renewal begins this month for next years Bulletin so
get your $10.00 in real soon.
Judith Meigs

Royal Meigs

Legion of Honor Unit

Richard and Darleen Entrican

Hal PP and Paula

Ron Allen

Julie Center

Lew and Terre Wentworth

Ella Wentworth
Geraldine Schook

Jean Walker
Ron & Diane Allen

Della Lewis
Jerrol Largin

Ed and Sue Tidwell
Art & Luanne Hawkins

Allen Schaffer

Helen D’Avis

Phil Wood

Leigh and Margot Leidig

John V Timblin III

George A Morrow

Vesta Ann Largin

Carolyn Willey

Wayne Willey

Georgia M Parker

Norma Sanborn

Rich and Kathy Briner

Kirk and Gloria West
Sandy Reece

Gerald Satterfield
Chris Chediak

Barbara Schierenberg
Janet Chediak

Mike Kimmel
George Mascote

Norma Sanborn

Beverly Phillips

Margaret McCuistion

Eldon and Nancy Vipond

Ron Thompson
Dave and Kathy Glass

JoAnn Thompson
Adrian Samcoffe

Bill and Debi Wells
Ed and Diana Entrican

Rebecca Hammerman
Bill Boxel

YES, I WANT TO BE A SHRINERS MONTHLY ANNUAL SUPPORTER with your check for $10.00 for each
name, each year mail to Ben Ali Shrine 3262 Marysville Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95815
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SOCIAL MEDIA
Gone but not forgotten

Find us and follow us!

Facebook.com/
norcalshriners
Robert B Moeller, David T Price
Martin J Newkom, John R Finley Jr,
Art Hild, Robert A Mosely, Daniel A
Anslinger Jr, and Millard L Noble
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Instagram.com/
norcalshriners
Benalishrine.org
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