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Potentates Message

Illustrious Sirs, Nobles and Ladies,
I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude and appreciation for electing me as your Potentate for 2021. It is truly an honor for me to serve Ben Ali and what I believe is the world’s greatest philanthropy. Lady Debi and I have met a lot of wonderful people and made many lasting friendships locally
and across the country. Social media, texting, email, and Zoom meetings have helped us keep in touch
with you and our counterparts. For the last six years and prior to the pandemic, Lady Debi and I travelled
to different parts of the country and within the realm of Ben Ali to meet our nobility. It is always a fun
experience to meet with our nobility and hopefully soon we will be travelling the realm again when it is
safe to do so.
2021 will still bring challenges, but I am looking forward to trying new methods to reconnect the nobility
and eventually reopen our Temple. Starting in February, on the second Tuesday of the month I will host
“Chat with the Pote” Zoom meetings. The Divan and I will provide monthly updates, guest speakers or we
will just have fun nights and connect with each other. I will continue with these monthly “chats” until we
can gather again in person at the Temple. Zoom log in information is included in this month’s newsletter.
On January 23rd, we held our first Virtual Ceremonial by Zoom. We initiated a group of new nobles into
Ben Ali Shriners! A good start to the year for membership. If you have a friend you think would make a
good Shriner, please get the petition into the Ben Ali Shrine Office as soon as possible. I plan to conduct
as many Virtual Ceremonials as I can until we are allowed to have in person ceremonials.
Lady Debi and I are extremely thankful for the kindness and support that we have been shown over the
last several years and promise to do our best to keep up the noble traditions of Ben Ali Shrine. Please
keep our hospitals, children, doctors and nurses in your thoughts and prayers.
“Having Fun in 21!!”
Yours in Faith

William “Bill” Wells
Potentate 2021

SUPPORT THE GENERAL FUND AND POTENTATE

BILL WELLS PURCHASE A 2021 CHALLENGE COIN
CONTACT THE POTE OR CALL THE OFFICE JUST $20!
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Message from the First Lady
It is my honor and pleasure to serve as your 2021 First Lady of Ben Ali Shrine. Our journey to 2021 has
been filled with amazing adventures that we have shared with so many of you. We have enjoyed countless
meals together, watched and participated in parades, traveled to Potentate visits and events near and far, all
while making friendships that will touch our hearts for always.
I look forward to working with each of you to promote the philanthropy, fun, and fellowship that Ben Ali
Temple is known for. I am so pleased and proud to have the opportunity to work with so many amazing
Nobles and Ladies to make a difference in the lives of so many deserving children and continue to support
Shriners Hospital for Children – Northern California.
With that said, I know how difficult the past 10 months have been and how much we all miss being together. While we hope to be able to meet in person in the coming months, until the restrictions are lifted, we
CAN and will gather and meet on ZOOM! I invite each of you to join me virtually on a monthly basis for
fun and fellowship, to share the joys in our lives, and to strengthen our bonds of friendship. Please save
the fourth Monday evening of each month (with the exception of August due to Potentate’s trip to Ireland)
starting February 2021 and continuing through December 2021. The details for joining the zoom meeting
will be posted each month in the Monthly Shriner, posted on the Ben Ali app and the NorCal Shriners Facebook page. I hope to see you there!
In conclusion, I would like to thank you in advance for joining me via Zoom at 7:00 pm, on Friday, January 29, 2021, as I reveal the Ben Ali 2021 First Lady’s Project. I am so excited to share how my dreams
became the reality that will provide cutting edge assistance to meet the extraordinary challenges that can
and will enhance the care, treatment, and healing our patients deserve. Your support and donations will
change young lives!! Thank you!!
Happiness and hummingbird hugs,
Debi Wells 2021 Ben Ali First Lady

Message from the 2021 Shrine Child
Hello! My name is Emma Warney and I am super excited to serve as your Shrine Child with the Illustrious
Potentate Bill Wells and First Lady Debi Wells. Let me tell you a little bit about myself. My family is deeply rooted in masonic tradition starting with my great-grandfather who was a Ben Ali Shriner. My grandma is a PWA of Suisun #8 and currently serves as the Director of the Pot of Gold, our state newspaper.
My mon is a Past Grand Officer, and my sisters and I are all current members of Natoma #90. I am currently Worthy Advisor, and my older sister is a Past worthy Advisor all from the
International Order of the Rainbow for Girls. My personal Shrine journey began
when I was in the 3rd grade. I was diagnosed as an idiopathic tiptoe walker which
means I walk on my tip toes. I had bilateral surgery as Shriners Hospital Northern
California, which corrected this. While in the hospital I never felt any pain or
fear. I spent four days in the hospital and a year and half in therapy. The physical therapy was just fun but rewarding too. I will never forget my first step. I can
now walk flat on my feet and pain-free, and I will forever be grateful for everything Shriners has done for me. I am looking forward to meeting each of you in
the future, and to a successful year.
Thank you! Emma
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ON THE RECORD
Well it’s over, now on to 2021.

Sunshine Needed
Bob and Mary Monroe
Eldon Vipond

Mike Woodruff
Ron and Susan Eggleston

Our Potentate Bill Wells has a great second half of
2021 planned. As you can see below he has created a
Virtual Chat with the Pote on our regular meeting
nights. He hopes to get us back to some regularity of
our normal event.
In early 2021 thanks to the efforts of past First Lady
Janet Chediak a new to us future hospital van has been
donated to the transportation department. This was a
donation from Virginia Hearne. The van is fully
equipped for wheel chair access and will be fine addition to our fleet. Thank you to Janet and Mrs. Hearne

Lew

FROM THE FRONT
OFFICE that is ……….. Kathy
Hello All,
Happy almost Valentines Day! I so very
wish the world was more calm and that
we could be all getting ready for a fun BASCO weekend! Alas that is not to be the
case. But please know that we are here in
the office working hard to keep things up
to date for when we can meet again.
Please keep yourselves and your loved
ones safe. If I can be of any help don’t hesitate to reach out. -Kathy

VIRTUAL CHAT WITH THE POTE
Until we are allowed to meet face to face again
at the Ben Ali Shrine Activities Center, we will be
conducting monthly virtual chat with the Pote
meetings via ZOOM
2nd Tuesday of the month
Starting at 7:00 pm
Join in via your electronic device between 6:45
and 7:00pm
Zoom ID 391 3229 5077
Passcode HIRAM
Go to the app store, Load the ZOOM App onto your
device: on the second Tuesday of the Month. Log into
the ZOOM meeting! Make sure your video and audio are
on
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TRANSPORTATION
If you have just a little time,
We have a job for you!
The Transportation unit can use more drivers and observers.
We have a great team, yet it could be better with your help.

Please contact Phil Wood or any of the members in the Transportation Unit for more assistance. Phil Wood’s telephone number: 916-342-5837

Annual Supporters of the Ben Ali Shrine Bulletin
Annual Supporters of the Bulletin renewal begins this month for next years Bulletin so
get your $10.00 in real soon.
Judith Meigs

Royal Meigs

Legion of Honor Unit

Debi Wells

LOH Commander Hal

Hal PP and Paula

Lew and Terre Wentworth

Ron Allen

Ella Wentworth

Jean Walker

Legion of Honor Unit

Julie Center

LOH Commander Hal

Hal PP and Paula

Ed and Sue Tidwell

Geraldine Schook

Scott Culver

George A Morrow

Vesta Ann Largin

Carolyn Willey

Wayne Willey

Jerrol Largin

Georgia M Parker

Rich and Kathy Briner

Kirk and Gloria West

Gerald Satterfield

Barbara Schierenberg

Dottie Satterfield

Mike Kimmel
Chris Chediak

Sandy Reece
Janet Chediak

Jeanna Satterfield
George Mascote

Shannon Satterfield
Pepper Satterfield

Michael Kimmel

Sandy Reece

Norma Sanborn

Margaret McCuistion

Ron Thompson

JoAnn Thompson

Helen D’Avis

Allen Schaffer

Bill Wells

Phil Wood

Rebecca Hammerman

Leigh and Margot Leidig

Eldon and Nancy Vipond Dave and Kathy Glass

Beverly Phillips

Adrian Samcoff

YES, I WANT TO BE A SHRINERS MONTHLY ANNUAL SUPPORTER with your check for $10.00 for each
name, each year mail to Ben Ali Shrine 3262 Marysville Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95815
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SOCIAL MEDIA
Gone but not forgotten

Find us and follow us!

Facebook.com/
norcalshriners
Donald Mattson, Eddie Wisner and
Bill Kershaw

Instagram.com/
norcalshriners
Benalishrine.org
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