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Wow!  What an incredible year!  It is hard to believe 2017 has come to a close.  It has 

been Ann and my honor and pleasure to serve Ben Ali this past year.  We are so proud to 

be part of Ben Ali Shriners and its support for Shriners Hospitals for Children.  Ann and I 

have met so many fantastic people this year throughout Ben Ali’s many Clubs and 

Units.   We have had such a great time travelling to the many events and PVs and appreci-

ate the warm welcome, wonderful food, and generous donations to Ben Ali Shrine, 

Shriners Hospitals for Children, and our Projects for the year.  We have enjoyed the trips 

we have taken with our fellow Shriners and the camaraderie we have had working with 

like-minded people serving a common purpose.   We absolutely appreciate the support of 

so many nobles and ladies that have helped make 2017 such a fun year.   

Finally, we would like to congratulate Potentate-elect Dave Barnekoff and Lady Liz and 
know that Ben Ali will have a fantastic year under 
their leadership!   
Dave and Ann Kubel, Potentate and First Lady 2017 … We 

Have A Dream!   

Potentate Message 

Dave Kubel 
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Happy New Year to all.  Liz and I wish you a healthy, joyful and prosperous 2018. 

As I write this, we are looking forward to January and the beginning of the 2018 Shrine year.  Instal-
lation night is Tuesday, January 9, 2018. We encourage you to attend this very ceremonious event. 
Be the first to hear about the Potentate’s and First Ladies project, and additional details about 
events and activities planned for 2018. 

Are you are looking for 3 days of Shrine fun, food, frolic and fellowship? Then please attend BASCO, 
January 26-28, at the Crowne Plaza.  BASCO is our annual convention open to all Shriners and 
Shrine Ladies.  Ben Ali Unit and Club officers and their ladies are encouraged to attend. In addition 
to information packed Shrine related workshops you will also have a chance to learn about brew, 
bees, flies and fish. 

Here is a sneak peek at the weekend: 

Friday starts off with the traveler’s reception. Join us for some liquid and solid refreshments.  Meet 
new Shriners and renew old acquaintances. 

Saturday morning starts with the roar of a Boss 302 at opening session.  Hear about new develop-
ments in research taking place on the 6th floor of our hospital.  The Nobles (fortified with coffee, 
water and soft drinks) participate in infor-
mation breakout sessions. The ladies are en-
couraged to attend an information session fol-
lowed by the Ladies luncheon. The ladies will 
enjoy first class entertainment, a presentation 
from hospital speakers and a special shopping 
experience.  

Saturday evening we will have our Formal ban-
quet with great music and food. Learn more 
about your new potentate and most im-
portantly hear from a Shrine Child. 

Sunday we will have our traditional fizz break-
fast followed by our concluding session. You will also hear from a Shrine Child who is one of our 
own. 

If that is not fun enough…Join us and represent your Unit/Club as a contestant in our Mr Shriner 
contest at the March Stated meeting. The winner will have an honor that will last a lifetime. For 
more info contact Noble Leland Mason at lelandm@quincyeng.com or (916) 600-0452. 

Reminder, the Stockton Heat professional hockey game is on April 6, 2018. Noble Don Finton has 
hockey tickets and hats reserved just for you. Contact him at donaldfinton@comcast.net or (916) 
508-5236. 

 
David Barnekoff 

Potentate Elect 

Potentate Elect Message 

David Barnekoff 

mailto:lelandm@quincyeng.com
mailto:donaldfinton@comcast.net
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Dulce Contreras was 16 years old the first time she came to Shriners Hospitals for Children — Northern 
California. It was December 2001. Third degree burns covered her face and hands. The life-threatening 
injuries were caused by a kitchen gas leak that triggered an explosion and fire that destroyed her fami-
ly’s home in Nogales, Mexico. 

As a regional pediatric burn center serving the western 
United States and Northwestern region of Mexico, the 
Northern California Shriners Hospital stood ready to 
help. Dr. David Greenhalgh and the burn team treated 
Dulce for her burn injuries and guided her through the 
rehabilitation process.  Her initial hospital stay lasted 
six months and entailed multiple surgeries and subse-
quent reconstructive surgery. 

“I had so many surgeries that I lost count,” said Dulce. 
“For me, each surgery was an opportunity to improve 
my appearance and make me feel better about my-
self.” 

Flash forward 16 years, and Dulce is back at Shriners 
Hospital — this time as an employee. Dulce’s job as an 
administrative assistant for the Facilities and Engineer-
ing Department gives her a unique perspective on 
what it takes to keep the hospital humming. At 
Shriners, Dulce says, care knows no boundaries. 

“When I first came here I knew the hospital as a patient. I experienced the care and compassion and 
saw all the different things the hospital does for kids.  Now, I see the hospital from a whole new per-
spective and have a deeper appreciation for all that is involved in operating our hospital,” said Dulce, 
who balances her professional responsibilities with those she now has as a wife, mother and communi-
ty volunteer. 

While Dulce’s journey has come full circle, the care she received at Shriners Hospital inspires her every 
step of the way.  From patient, to hospital volunteer, to camp counselor, to prevention advocate and 
wife and mother, Dulce is determined to help others. 

“I believe that the reason I was injured was so that I could help others,” said Dul-
ce.  “I try to help families understand that recovery takes time and that although it is 
not easy, it is important to keep trying.  We can do whatever we want, and our 
dreams can be fulfilled.” 

Meet Dulce 
Why Shriners: Severe Burn Injuries 



© 2018 Ben Ali Shrine      All rights reserved.                                                                                     January 2018  

 

 

Wrecking Crew  

 

This years Bazzar was a well put together and fun event.  The crew was there at zero dark 

thirty to help carry in all the goodies to sell.  I noticed that the silent auction had a drone 

for sale.   I came to find out that a certain past potentate had been at an outdoor fair 

where a vendor was demonstrating the drones he had for sale and one of them hit said 

past pote in the head and knocked him down.  The vendor, seeing a lawsuit on the hori-

zon, gave him a free drone still in the package.  Which is how it wound up at the bazzar.  

Then I saw Eldon Vipond  with his cute little sales dog who was modeling a denim  vest 

with a large square and compass on its back.  That dog sold several of those!  I wonder 

what Eldon’s cut was.  What amazed me at the bazzar was the (still in the package) Barbie 

doll collection that was donated.  I had no idea that Barbie was immortal.  There was 

stone age Barbie, renaissance Barbie, space woman Barbie and when the sun goes nova in 

a couple of billion years there will no doubt be an end of days Barbie.   

The crew had it’s annual installation of officers Dec. 4th.  It was really great to see the new 
guys all fired up about doing a good job and make things better.  That is the spirit guys.  
What also made the evening fun and fulfilling  was the installing officer who was past po-
tentate and past crew president Mike Barta.  His handling of the process gave the evening  
a comforting sense of continuity of past and present while being funny as heck at the 
same time.  Thanks Mike. 

Good lord time flies!  We have elected a new potentate to lead us in 2018.  Even though it 

was a very close election I’m sure 

Dave Barnekoff will do his best to 

make Ben Ali great again.      
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Sportsman  

 

Wow 2017 has gone by in a flash and I hope you 
all had a great year. Since this is a season of giv-
ing and sharing with those around us I would like 
to acknowledge our President Tim Scott and our 
Vice President Bob Jackson for the great job 
they did during the year. Both of these sportsman 
have overflowing calendars and they still make 
time for each gathering we do. Thank you guys. 

December is our dark month so we can spend a 
little extra time with our families this Christmas 
season. However January is just around the cor-
ner and it's I.S.E. time. The International Sports-
man Exposition (I.S.E.) will be here on the 18 th 
thru 21st at Cal Expo and as we regularly do we 
will meet for breakfast on Thursday morning the 
18 th at 10 am. at Mimi's restaurant ( 2029 Alta 
Arden Expressway Sacramento). We have a very 
short meeting, eat and then go over to the I.S.E. 
when it opens at 11 AM. I am looking for an Elk trip this year. Is anyone interested in putting 
a trip together with say 3-4 guys in the Western States. Maybe Oregon, Idaho, Montana or 
Colorado. 

During 2017 we have been doing trap shooting at Sac Valley Range trying to improve our 
skills and would like to see more faces at these events. If there is a sporting event you would 
like to do get a hold of Bob, Tim or me and we can schedule an outing. We do not always 
have to do a shooting event except that I love to shoot. We can do what ever it is that we 
can get a bunch of us to attend. Let me know what you are thinking. 

 

Keep your Hooks sharp and Your powder dry, 

Stan Solid 

Secretary / Treasurer, Ben Ali Sportsman Club 

(916) 580-4583      
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Scoliosis patient competes on America's Next Top Model  

Shriners Hospital experience inspires her Courtney Paige Nelson dreamed of becoming a mod-
el when she was a girl. At the age of 10, she developed scolio-
sis. Her doctor said to wait and watch. 

Around the age of 13, Courtney grew 6 1/2 inches in one year. 
The rapid growth spurt progressed her disease so severely, it gave 
her a pronounced hump, a swayback and a spine that was so 
twisted it pushed out her ribs and pressed on her lungs. Courtney, 
who attended Aragon High School in San Mateo, also suffered at 
school. Self-conscious about her appearance, she started wearing 
baggy sweatshirts three sizes too big to hide her kyphotic hump, 
but classmates still ridiculed her. 

The severity of her illness now necessitated surgery. A Shriner 
connected the family with Shriners Hospitals for Children, and 
Courtney came to Sacramento for treatment. “It didn’t feel like a 
hospital when I walked in there,” Courtney says. “It was com-
forting.” 

At 15, Courtney had the vertebrae in her spine fused in about a 
dozen places. The surgeons removed bone from her right hip and 
fashioned it into one solid backbone. She contracted pneumonia 
during her month-long stay. It was a difficult time but she attrib-

utes her recovery in part to the nurses who cared for her. 

“The hospital makes sure that every kid there is as comfortable and happy as possible,” she says. 

With a scar running down her spine and a keloid on her hip, Courtney gave up her modeling dreams. But at 
the age of 21, she was discovered in San Francisco. For four years, she struggled against the perception 
that being beautiful means looking flawless; her scars lost her jobs. That began changing when a casting 
agent for America’s Next Top Model found her on Instagram.   

Last year Courtney filmed cycle 23 of the reality TV show in New York City and made it to the final four. She 
decided to use her celebrity to help change industry attitudes and raise awareness about the severity of 
scoliosis, especially in girls. She wanted to be the first model on the show with scoliosis, and to talk openly 
about it. Girls suffering from the disease inundated her with positive feedback. “I didn’t realize it was going 
to have that big of an effect on people,” she says. 

Having scoliosis changed her, deepening her compassion for people who are sick. “I 
think being a patient at Shriners helped me understand that I want to give back more to 
people and I want to be an inspiration to younger girls,” she says. “Whatever I do, I want 
to be able to help young girls who have scoliosis.”  to help young girls 
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Keystone Cops Patrol 

John Timblin 

 
 We may be in January but I would feel bad if I didn’t talk about the Ladies 
Christmas Bazaar held in December. Margaret Leutholtz and Carol Balbiani 
have formed the perfect team and have made this a premier event for Ben Ali 
Shrine. They are using their “lesson learned” from previous years and imple-
menting changes with outstanding results. A good example is the new location 
for Santa. People arriving for the Bazaar couldn’t help but notice that jolly old fel-
low in the red suit greeting them at the entrance. If that doesn’t put your mind in 
a holiday spirit nothing will. A lot of team work and effort went into deigning and 
setting up the backdrop for the Santa pictures. Great job Ladies. Another Lady 
who continues to amaze me is our very own Coppette Elaine Rose. With the 
help of several Cop Ladies and her daughter Jeninne she once again filled many 
tables with eye catching Xmas Baskets. Although he is not a Keystone Cop or 
even a Shriner, Elaines son-in-law Sonny was there elbow to elbow with the rest 
of the Keystone Cops helping every step of the way. Does anyone have an ap-
plication handy? Thank you Sonny and Jeninne. Thank you also to Mike and 
Carol Boyce who open up their beautiful home to the Cops and host a “cookie 
plating party every year. The Transportation Fund for the Childrens Hospital ben-
efits greatly from everyone’s efforts. 

Join us at our monthly meeting to learn a little more about our Unit. We 

meet the last Thursday of the month with our meeting commencing at 7 P.M. If 

you would like to attend contact me for meeting location.  (916) 300-0699 or key-

stonecopster@gmail.com 

mailto:kestonecopster@gmail.com
mailto:kestonecopster@gmail.com
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Greetings and salutations from Debbie Clark and Me. We hope everyone had a wonder-
ful Christmas and wish you a happy, healthy and prosperous new year.  

We had a great time shopping and visiting with everyone at the Bazaar.  There were lots 
of very nice items to buy and we did our part to support the transportation fund.  We 
also did our usual cashiering and had a lot of fun doing it.  

We decided to visit the Zinfandel Grille in Gold River for our lunch this time out.  The 
atmosphere is friendly and relaxing with a contemporary décor.  We were seated right 
away at a table by the window.  Debbie and I like to sit by windows and watch what’s 
going on outside.  Once we decided what to have for lunch, Jefferson, our very cute and 
courteous waiter, took our order, 
and then brought us some nice 
warm and crusty bread with lots of 
butter.  Yum, you can never have 
too much butter.  Debbie decided to 
have the Linguini and Mussels and 
red onions, tossed in a garlic butter 
sauce with chili flakes. Debbie liked 
the dish a lot and thought it was 
smooth and mild, plus it had lots of 
mussels, which was a plus to her 
way of thinking. I vacillated be-
tween the Pappardelle Chicken and 
the Penne all’ Arabiatta and chose 
the latter. It consisted of penne pas-
ta tossed in a red wine marinara 
sauce with house made Italian sau-
sage, red onions, garlic and crushed 
red peppers, topped with fresh par-
mesan cheese and parsley.  Sort of 
makes your mouth water doesn’t 
it? We both had extra cheese grated 
on top. You need lots of cheese 
when you eat Italian.  At least we 
think you do. For dessert we split a 
nice yummy, creamy cheese cake 
with raspberry sauce.  It was a very satisfying lunch and we didn’t feel stuffed.   

This Zinfandel Grille can be found at 2220 Gold Springs, Ct., Gold River, and the tele-
phone number is (916) 853-9600.  If you go, we hope you have as nice a time as we did. 

Until next time take care, God Bless, and remember LIFE’S SHORT…EAT DESSERT FIRST! 

 
Eat Dessert First 

Ann ward 
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Sunshine Needed 

Please Contact us if a noble is in need 

Vince Parell        John Fontes 
  Gene Kreb   Hank Clayton 
Bob Boyce     Jamie Newkom 
John Fontes   Phil Cox                               
Lou Lasell   Ray Lenau 

Roger Robinson    

January 

7 Kerak Installation 

9 Ben Ali Stated Meeting-Installation  

13 Aahmes Presentation 

14  Asiya Installation 

19 San Joaquin Crab Feed, Stockton 
 Scottish Rite 

20 Hillah Installation, Klamath Falls 

20 East West Shrine Bowl, St Petersburg, Fl 

26-27 Al Bahr Potentate Reception/Ball 

26-28 BASCO (Welcome Party, Meetings & 

 Banquet, Fizz Breakfast) 

27 Scottish Rite Sacramento, Installation  

February 

2 Islander PV 

3 Classic Auto/Patrol/Oriental Band PV 

4 Super Bowl 

5 MSVSC Crab Feed 

12 Divan Meeting    First Lady Birthday 

13 NO Stated Meeting 

Dead line for February issue is Jan-

uary 5th.   Please send more pic-

tures of your events, I’ll try to get 

as many into the bulletin as I can. 

We still have a tree for sale.  It’s 

smaller now and ever so much less 

expensive 

 Where did the camel go ——> 

Recorder Missives 

Dinner Cards for 2018 are being reinstated by our  Chief 

Rabban.  NINE dinners for the price of eight, a pretty good 

deal.  More to come Election night from your  new boss. He 

has also edicted that we will take credit cards for dinner at 

the door, so of course we will.  

                                              

This year has come and gone with some of us a little older I 

for one turned  47 this year.  Again I wish to thank you for 

your support.  We have spent a lot of time and some of 

your dough to make the facility more secure.  The last of 

the cameras are being installed as I write this.  The grounds 

are looking better and we continue to make improvements.  

 

Shriners Hospital for Children Northern California Update.  

In mid-December we received a letter from the Executive 

Vice President of the Hospital System that you all should be 

extremely proud of.   

For the very first time ever (in writing) our hospital is for-

mally recognized as the best. “The hospitals were divided 

into three categories based on performance, top, middle 

and bottom.  Your hospital ranked in the top”.  Congratula-

tions to the Staff, Physicians and our Shriners .  A job well 

done. 

Happy New Year and let’s go forward to another great 

Shrine year.  Now is the Time 

-Lew 
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Monthly Supporter of the Ben Ali Shrine Bulletin  

 Bill Bearse    Deena Brawley   Terre Wentworth  
 Winifred Bearse   Kathleen McCade  Ella Wentworth  
 Nancy Brawley   Ted McCade                               William Danik 
 Bob Brawley    Lew Wentworth                         Kay Danik     
 Ann Scammell   Judith Meigs   Stan Solid   
 Dave Kubel   Barbara Schienberg  John and Bertha Fontes 

 David Freeman   Chris Chediak   Janet Chediak 

 George Morrow  Kirk West   Ron and JoAnn Thompson 

 Bev Phillips   Patricia Blount   Barbara Schienberg 

 John Thompson   Ken Mumms   Dottie Thompson 

 David Barnekoff   Dick and Mary Jane Ware Audi Van Ornum  

 Gigi West   Bill and Debi Wells  Jerrol Largin 

 Vesta Ann Largin  Jean Walker  

 

 There’s room for more 

 

YES, I WANT TO BE A SHRINERS MONTHLY SUPPORTER   with your check for $10.00  each name 

Cut out and mail to Ben Ali Shrine Center   P. O. Box 21-4477, Sacramento  CA  95821-4104   Attn: Nancy  

Enclosed please find my check for $ ___________________ 

_________________________     _________________________     _________________________ 

Ben Ali Ceremonial—-New Members 

And the Potentate 

Shriners Business Network 

You know Shrine members…but do you know the services their companies provide? 

Shriner’s Business Network has been formed hoping to generate a Shriner Business Listing, 

similar to a Shriner’s Yellow Pages, which will create a forum where Shriner’s can help Shriner’s. 

Any Shriner Noble or their lady is welcome to join. If you would like to be listed in the directory 

without being a member of the club just let us know. The Shriner’s Business Network will meet 

twice monthly on the second Tuesday for lunch and the fourth Tuesday for dinner meetings at 

Vallejo’s Res- taurant - 1100 O Street – Sacramento 95814 

For further in- formation please contact Scott Colvin at 916-849-3387 
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Legion of Honor 

 



© 2018 Ben Ali Shrine      All rights reserved.                                                                                     January 2018  

 

 



© 2018 Ben Ali Shrine      All rights reserved.                                                                                     January 2018  

 

Ben Ali Shrine 

P. O. Box 21-4477 

Sacramento  CA  95821-4107 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

PERIODICALS  

USPS #374-150 

Gone but not forgotten 

Gerald Sweezey               Ray Mayhugh 

Robert Brown                  Allen Haynes 

Donald Kaae 


