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Potentates  Message 

Greetings Nobles, Ladies and Friends of Ben Ali.  I hope all of you are doing well and staying 
safe.  Everyone needs to keep up with all the latest changes and cancellations to the Ben 
Ali schedule by email. As we receive the latest updates, we will get them out to each of you 
as quickly as we can.  Please check your email that is on file with Ben Ali to make sure your 
correct information is in our database.  Please contact Kathy Walsh or our Recorder Lew 
Wentworth at 916-920-4107 or at office@benalishrine.org to update your contact infor-
mation.  

Again, as we move through 2021, conditions continue to be restrictive and we are limited 
as to how we operate publicly.  We have had to make some changes to our schedule and 
things are fluid as we move through the year.  There is hope on the horizon!  It is my under-
standing, thanks to Noble Dean Cofer, President of the Tehama County Shrine Club, that 
the Grand Master has assigned Grand Lodge Officers to explore ways to reopen Masonry in 
California possibly by this coming May!!  This is not confirmed, but this a glimmer of hope 
we can reopen soon.  Thank you for that great news Noble Dean! 

We have a full and exciting calendar ahead, including some TBD’s. We are committed to 
unity through different channels such as virtual training, live streaming of events and elec-
tronic communications. I realize the change is hard for most of us, but we will adjust and 
adapt as we face the future of our fraternity. 

Even though we are still not able to meet because of the pandemic, Lady Debi and I have 
been busy.  On February 9th, we held our first monthly “Chat with the Pote.”  Participation 
was a little low, but as time goes on I expect we will see more Nobles and ladies joining us.  
The next “Chat with the Pote” will be on Tuesday, March 9th at 7:00 PM.  Please tune in for 
Temple updates and guest speakers.  I continue to be at the Ben Ali Shrine Center on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  It is great seeing Nobles and ladies coming by to con-
duct business or just to say hi. 

On February 10th, Lady Debi and I met with the Supreme Queen Heather Krastins Lambert 
of the Daughters of the Nile during her visit at Shriners Hospital for Children Northern Cali-
fornia. She was joined by Carolyn Dobbs, President and Marsha Schandelmier, Treasurer of 
the Daughters of the Nile Foundation; and Malinda Caven, of Daughters of the Nile Men-
zaleh Temple #16 in Sacramento.  The Supreme Queen participated in a presentation of a 
donor plaque representing the $3 million the foundation contributed to Shriners Hospitals 
for Children Northern California.  It was an honor to meet the Supreme Queen and an ex-
citing day for the hospital! 

 

William “Bill “Wells  

mailto:office@benalishrine.org
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Potentates Message  Continued 

To our Clubs and Units that welcomed Lady Debi and I with open arms and allowed us to 
become a part of your family, we cherish you and your families. We are thankful for the 
opportunity to get to know so many of you.  With that being said, we are putting you in 
good hands with your next Divan representative. One of the most cherished privileges of 
the incoming Potentate is being allowed to pick your successor.  It is with great excitement 
that we announce Noble Gene Hsu and Lady Gabby as Second Ceremonial Master.  Noble 
Gene brings much experience and leadership in the area of Club and Unit growth along 
with the unity we will need for the future.  

In closing, I want to leave you with an Irish Blessing to commemorate St. Patrick’s Day; 

“May the sun always shrine on your window pane, May a rainbow be certain to follow 
each rain, May the hand of a friend always be near you, May God fill your heart with glad-
ness to cheer you.” 

“Having Fun in 21!!” 

 

William “Bill” Wells 
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 I must say, I was thrilled with the response to the virtual reveal of the 2021 Ben Ali First 

Lady’s Project on January 29th.  It was viewed from coast to coast, the jewelry sale support-

ing this project has been so successful, that I had to order more!  What a fabulous show of 

generosity and support. I realize it is possible that not everyone was able to attend and I 

would like to take this opportunity to share the story behind my First Lady’s project and 

necklace with you.  My dream for a First Lady’s Project was to find a way to help the chil-

dren who are patients within our hospital system by providing them with resources that, 

when combined with the cutting edge care and treatment they receive, will enhance the 

healing process, will provide a support system that can be accessed on-site, as well as when 

they are discharged and continuing with follow up care.  From that dream, the 2021 Ben Ali 

First Lady’s Project was born.  The Circle of Care is a comprehensive “whole person” pro-

gram that will be facilitated by Care Management.  It will serve as a pathway to help link 

patients to a hospital community group that will include but is not limited to social workers, 

medical assistants, and nurse practitioners to name a few.  This program will utilize an 

IPAD based app that will give patients on line access to that hospital community who will 

provide support and answer questions or concerns they may have. It will encompass prima-

ry care, recreational care, school updates, as well as, mental health counseling. In addition 

to the clinical aspect, it will provide patients with the ability to find their way, to discover 

for themselves their own sense of strength and wellbeing and to be better equipped to func-

tion and carry on even during the toughest of times.   

To accomplish this, our 2021 Ben Ali First Lady’s Project will help purchase new wireless 

IPADs to be designated for this amazing program.  It is estimated the cost of each new 

IPAD will be approximately $350.00.  It is my hope to generate enough funds from the sale 

of my First Lady jewelry, from monetary donations to this project and additional fundrais-

ing events to be held throughout the year (COVID permitting) to help purchase 24-36 

IPADS.  I know with the restrictions of COVID, that may sound ambitious, but I also know 

these children are deserving of as much support as possible and that is exactly what our 

project will do for them.   

The necklace is a heart with three gem stones, representing three of the things each pa-

tient’s exhibit every day, GRIT, GRACE, & GRATITUDE.  In the front of the heart is a 

hummingbird in flight. I decided on the hummingbird for two reasons: first – there were 

two ladies in my life, my mom and my mother-in-law, who both loved hummingbirds and 

always encouraged me to keep moving toward my dreams, no matter how small the steps 

were that I had to take along the way, they would remind me that any forward movement 

Message from the First Lady  
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First Lady’s message cont. 

I have watched in awe as the children served by the Shriner’s Hospital for Children 

healthcare system, also display that tenacious spirit. They too, ultimately spread their wings 

and soar to great heights as they conquer the medical challenges they have encountered on 

their journey to wellness.  This necklace is a small remembrance of their Grit, Grace and 

Gratitude.  I would be honored to have you join me in supporting their tenacious journey 

by wearing this necklace and sharing the story behind it.  Please feel free to contact Kathy at 

the office or myself if you should want more information, purchase a necklace or make a 

donation.  I want to thank each of you for your support of the 2021 Ben Ali First Lady’s 

Project, the CIRCLE OF CARE. 

As we enter the month of hearts and flowers, we have been busy and have enjoyed sharing 

time with some of you with the onset of virtual events and gatherings. We took our cue from 

birthday celebrations and had a drive-thru presentation of the gift bags that would have been 

passed out at the orientation meeting for 2021.  We have virtually attended the installations 

of numerous Ben Ali Clubs and Units, several installations of local youth groups, and were 

honored to attend a DeMolay Degree of Chevalier for Gabriel Gomez, (son of Jr. Past Po-

tentate, Jairo Gomez) and presentation of the Cross of Honor to Jr. Past First Lady, Stacey 

Gomez.  

With the continuation of COVID-19 restrictions, I realized that one of the things that I was 

missing (in addition to seeing each of you) was being of service to others.  After spending 

countless hours helping others I felt a bit lost when that ended.  I decided I was going to 

reach out in my community and connected with a local senior care center.  My pure service 

project became monthly cards to their residents. I enjoyed it so much, I decided to share my 

idea and suggested the Divan Ladies consider participating in a “Pure Service within your 

community” voluntary challenge at the beginning of the month. My request to each was to 

look in their community, find a need, fill that need, take a picture and share it with me.  I am 

thrilled to say, the first participant who enlisted her husband and helped friends (who are al-

so part of our shrine family) put their yard in.  Aubrey and Evan, thank you for your pure 

service to others!  If this challenge seems like something 

you would like to do, please feel free to join us.  Take a 

look in your community, find a need, fill that need, take a 

picture and share it with me.  I would love to spotlight you 

next month!!!   

 

Happiness and Hummingbird Hugs, 

Debi Wells 2021 Ben Ali First Lady  
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Sunshine Needed 

Mary Monroe 

Eldon Vipond 

 
 
       

 

Well it’s  over, now on to 2021. 

Our Potentate Bill Wells has a great second half of  

2021 planned.  As you can see below he  has created  a 

Virtual Chat with the Pote  on our regular meeting 

nights.  He hopes to get us back to some regularity  of 

our normal event. 

In early 2021 thanks to the efforts of past First Lady 

Janet Chediak a new to us  future hospital van has been 

donated to the transportation department.  This was a 

donation from Virginia Hearne.  The van is fully 

equipped for wheel chair access and will be fine addi-

tion to our fleet.     Thank you to Janet and Mrs. Hearne 

Lew 

 
ON THE RECORD 

OFFICE that is ……….. Kathy 

FROM THE FRONT 

Hello All,  

March bring the hope of spring with sun-

shine and warmer weather . I hope that 

you are all staying safe and healthy.  I have 

been busy prepping for some fun upcom-

ing youth events.  Virtual Grand Assembly 

is just around the cor-

ner. Those Jobies are 

gearing up for a summer 

of fun events . Virtual or 

not these kids are mak-

ing it happen.  The office 

is running smoothly with 

Potentate Bill here most 

days. If the office can be 

of any help please don’t 

hesitate to call. WE ARE 

HERE FOR YOU ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIRTUAL CHAT WITH THE POTE  

Until we are allowed to meet face to face again 

at the Ben Ali Shrine Activities Center, we will be 

conducting monthly virtual chat with the Pote 

meetings via ZOOM  
 

2nd Tuesday of the month  

Starting at 7:00 pm  

Join in via your electronic device between 6:45 

and 7:00pm  

Zoom ID 931 3229 5077 

Passcode HIRAM 

Go to the app store, Load the ZOOM App onto your    

device: on the second Tuesday of the Month. Log into 

the ZOOM meeting! Make sure your video and audio are 

on  
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This month the Potentate and First Lady were able to have a socially distant visit with the 

new Captain of the Marching Patrol Noble Steve Rankin and his lovely family.  The Rankins 

like all of us in the office can not wait until we are all  able to be together again.  They also 

donated TWO used ipads to the Ben Ali First Lady’s Project, The Circle of Care.  
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SPINA BIFIDA TEAM HOLDS FIRST PATIENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING:  

On December 14, the spina bifida team held their very first virtual Patient Advisory Committee 

meeting with patient families. Director of Professional Services and Care Manager Erica Daharsh 

called the meeting a huge success! The Patient Advisory Committee is a required component of the 

hospital’s Clinic Care Partner designation by the Spina Bifida Association. The committee will continue 

to meet regularly and advise the clinic of patient and family expe-

riences and improvement opportunities. Ongoing communication 

and a strong understanding of patient experiences is crucial to 

providing high quality healthcare. This additional communication 

channel will contribute to improvements in hospital processes 

and outcomes.  

 

PEDIATRIC ANESTHESIOLOGISTS OUTLINE A NEW PATH TO RESUME SAFE SURGICAL 

CARE DURING THE PANDEMIC:  

Assistant Chair of the Department of Anesthesia, Sampaguita Tafoya, M.D., 

and Chief of Anesthesiology, Sundeep Tumber, M.D., recently had their short 

report Pediatric anesthesia during the coronavirus disease epidemic—One pe-

diatric surgical hospital’s rapid transition back to care published in the Journal 

of Pediatric Anesthesia (Pediatr Anesth. 2020;30:1275-77.). The COVID-19 Peri-

operative Testing Decision Tree graphic, developed as part of their report, 

made the cover of the issue. In the report, Dr. Tafoya and Dr. Tumber say they 

found the key to resuming safe surgical care during the pandemic is a multidis-

ciplinary onsite COVID-19 preoperative testing program. The program effectively put new systems in 

place at the hospital and proved to be a timely reopening response strategy. Congratulations Dr. 

Tafoya and Dr. Tumber!  

 

PEDIATRIC SURGEONS TO LEAD UPCOMING VIRTUAL PROVIDER CME WEBINAR FEB. 16:  

The 2021 Virtual Provider CME series will feature monthly webinars beginning February 16. Join Director of 

Pediatric Surgery, Shinjiro Hirose, M.D., and cardiothoracic sur-

geon, Gary Wayne Raff, M.D. for the upcoming Virtual Provider 

Continuing Medical Education (CME) webinar, Pectus Excava-

tum - What Every Pediatric Provider Needs to Know. The webi-

nar will focus on describing how and when to refer patients for 

a Pectus Excavatum evaluation; outlining common symptoms; 

listing long-term consequences, and comparing and contrasting 

treatment options for Pectus Excavatum. This program supports 

the educational pillar of Shriners Hospitals for Children’s mis-

sion, providing education for physicians and other healthcare professionals. Pediatricians, primary care provid-

ers, registered nurses, and specialists focusing on orthopedics and genetic disorders are encouraged to attend. 

For more information and to register, visit http://bit.ly/3nMaDVW.  
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CALL FOR EDITORIAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  

The marketing and communications department is excited to an-

nounce the creation of the Shriners Hospitals for Children — North-

ern California Editorial Committee! Marketing and Communications 

Manager Kelsey Morgado and Marketing and Communications Spe-

cialist Casey Camacho are currently recruiting Editorial Committee 

members for 2021. The Editorial Committee will meet quarterly to 

discuss significant program updates, patient success stories and nota-

ble news specific to a subject area, program or service line. The com-

mittee will produce thought-leadership oriented content for publication in internal and external commu-

nication channels. Editorial Committee members will play a critical role in helping to promote diverse 

content and highlight various hospital programs. Committee meetings will fall within the lunch hour and 

will include complimentary lunch and drinks. Please contact Marketing and Communications Manager 

Kelsey Morgado at kmorgado@shrinenet.org for more information.  

ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE MAKES SIGNIFICANT IMPACT BEYOND HOSPITAL WALLS:  

Countless staff made time to contribute to the annual food drive 

effort held in December in support of Elk Grove Food Bank. The out-

pouring of generosity resulted in a donation of 417 pounds of goods, 

which were immediately funneled to homes during the week of 

Christmas and New Year’s. The Elk Grove Food Bank served nearly 

10,000 families last year. Since March of last year, the food bank 

recorded a 400% increase in need. This is the largest donation rec-

orded by the hospital since beginning the effort five years ago. Thanks to all who remain dedicated to 

service and aid to others inside the hospital walls and in the community.  
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26 T Special Construction, 

Volvo engine and  

Transmission (Manual) 

Currently licensed and  

insured.   

Could be a fun parade  

Vehicle. 

Contact Bob Taylor 

916.549.0851 
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Annual Supporters of the Ben Ali Shrine Bulletin  

 

Judith Meigs        Royal Meigs            Legion of Honor Unit            Debi Wells 

LOH Commander Hal      Hal PP and Paula             Lew and Terre Wentworth     Ron Allen 

Ella Wentworth      Jean Walker                        Art & Luanne Hawkins             Julie Center 

Della Lewis                    Ed and Sue Tidwell             Geraldine Schook                     Ron & Diane Allen  

John V Timblin III              George A Morrow              Vesta Ann Largin            Carolyn Willey   

Wayne Willey                    Jerrol Largin                        Georgia M Parker            Rich and Kathy Briner 

Kirk and Gloria West        Gerald Satterfield              Barbara Schierenberg            Dottie Satterfield 

Mike Kimmel                     Sandy Reece             Jeanna Satterfield                     Shannon Satterfield   

 Chris Chediak       Janet Chediak            George Mascote            Pepper Satterfi 

Norma Sanborn      Beverly Phillips                   Eldon and Nancy Vipond   

Margaret McCuistion      Ron Thompson             JoAnn Thompson  Remember Next  

Helen D’Avis            Allen Schaffer            Bill Wells   Month is renewal  

Phil Wood       Rebecca Hammerman      Leigh and  Margot Leidig month so send in your 

Dave and Kathy Glass      Adrian Samcoffe            Barbara Schierenberg  $10.00 

YES, I WANT TO BE A SHRINERS MONTHLY ANNUAL SUPPORTER   with your check for $10.00  for each 

name, each year mail to Ben Ali Shrine 3262 Marysville Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95815  

 

 

If you have just a little time, 

We have a job for you! 

The Transportation unit can use more drivers and observers. 

We have a great team, yet it could be better with your help. 

Please contact Phil Wood or any of the members in the Transportation Unit for more as-

sistance.      Phil Wood’s telephone number: 916-342-5837 

Annual Supporters of the Bulletin renewal begins this month for next years Bulletin so 

get your $10.00 in real soon. 

 

TRANSPORTATION  
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Gone but not forgotten 

Stephen T. Beneto 

Michael D. Woodruff 

Carl Granger and  

Richard “Dick” Hoffelt 

Find us and follow us! 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

Facebook.com/

norcalshriners 

 

Instagram.com/            

norcalshriners 

            Benalishrine.org 


