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Potentates Message
William “Bill “Wells
Greetings Nobles, Ladies and Friends of Ben and their ladies. We had a fun few days! Noble
Ali.
Art put the Kerak Shrine Motor Corps Unit to
Lady Debi and I hope everyone is doing well shame with his excellent driving skills thanks to
and staying healthy as we continue to fight the his Cibara driving skills and he plays a mean
COVID-19 pandemic. No matter which side of game of Cornhole!! Art was amazing!! Then we
our monthly “Chat with the Pote” on April
the issues you are on regarding masks, stay at had
th
13
,
at 7:00 P.M. Hospital Administrator and
home orders, vaccines, things are opening up.
CEO
Margaret Bryan was our Guest Speaker.
There are still several “grey” areas we are dealing with. Rules from cities, counties, health She provided us an update about SHCNC. It
departments, state and federal governments was an excellent presentation.
are still changing daily. For the most part, we
are open in California. I do ask that you wear Please visit our website, www.benalishrine.org.
a mask at events.
You can find newsletter, up to date calendar of
On April 13, 2021, Most Worshipful events, Unit and Club information. As Units and
Arthur J. Weiss, Grand Master, issued a new Clubs, you can post information about your updirective regarding the reopening of our lodges. coming events also.
This directive also applies to the concordant
bodies such as Ben Ali Shriners. The Ben Ali
Divan will be looking at implementing Hybrid This pandemic appears to be under control and
(In-Person & Zoom) Monthly Meetings to begin soon will be over. As we go back to our Shrine
with the June Meeting. We will also be looking
at other calendar events as they come up. You we cannot make up for lost time, we have no
can obtain the Grand Master’s latest Directive, time in a bottle. We will take the time given us
Reopening Guidance and Site Specific and use it wisely.
Prevention
Plan
Template
at
www.freemason.org.
“Having Fun in 21!!”
The Easter Egg Hunt was cancelled for a second year due to the ongoing pandemic. Howev- William “Bill” Wells
er, all the Jelly Belly candy purchased for the
egg hunt by the Ben Ali Marching Patrol again Potentate 2021
donated to Shriners Hospital for Children Northern California (SHCNC). Thank you Marching
Patrol Captain Steve Rankin and Past Captain
Tom Tompkins for your continued support.
Speaking of donations, the Gold Country Shrine
Club donated approximately $1000.00 in school
supplies to the hospital. Gold Country President Bruce Boom made the donation on behalf
of the club. Way to go Nobles! Keep up the
good work!!
During the week of April 7-10, Lady Debi and I
headed to Las Vegas for the Western States
Association Meeting. Also attending was Temple Treasurer Art Hawkins and Lady Luann and
several members of the Ben Ali Legion of Honor
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Potentates Message Continued
REOPENING DIRECTIVE
Nobles, Ladies and Friends,
On April 13, 2021, Most Worshipful Arthur J. Weiss, Grand Master, issued a new directive regarding the
reopening of our lodges. This directive also applies to the concordant bodies such as Ben Ali Shriners. The
directive states that effective Thursday, April 15, 2021, we have permission to hold In-Person meetings and
events, subject to the following limitations:
Indoor private events and meetings are not permitted in counties assigned to the purple tier.
There must be a guest list and a seating chart for any meeting or event.
Attendees must show proof of full COVID-19 vaccination or proof of a negative test within the last 72
hours.
The facility must create and implement a COVID-19 site prevention plan.
Under the California mask mandate, attendees must wear a face mask unless they are specifically exempted under the mandate.
Comply with local (County/City) Covid-19 mandates and guidelines.
No intermingling of events.
First, there will be a Site Prevention Plan (SPP) in place that will be detailed and in place prior to implementation of any Private Event at our Shrine Temple. The Ben Ali Shrine Temple Divan and Trustees are
responsible for preparing and implementing the Plan. The Potentate is responsible for training our members
and guests in the implementation of the plan and all of its aspects. Once the Site Prevention Plan is completed and approved I will schedule training to walk you through plan, making sure you understand the
CDC guidelines and what is considered safe behavior. Training will be provided prior to the first event by
Zoom Meetings platform. Ben Ali Shrine Units and Clubs who meet in Masonic Lodges will follow the Site
Specific Plan for the Lodge they meet in.
The Ben Ali Divan will be looking at implementing Hybrid Monthly Meetings to hopefully begin with the
June Meeting. Our in-person monthly meetings will also be broadcast by Zoom Meetings as well. We will
also be looking at other calendar events as they come up.

This reopening directive is the first step in our return to in-person meetings and activities. As the State provides additional information on safe in-person meetings, the Grand Master may issue further directives.
Please do not hesitate to contact the Recorder, Lew Wentworth or myself at (916) 920-4107 if you have any
questions and/or concerns regarding the above.
Yours in Faith
Bill Wells
Potentate
Ben Ali Shriners
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Message from the First Lady

. A bird sitting in a tree is never afraid of the branch breaking, because her trust is not in the
branch but in her wings….
There are so many ways to move forward without having an exact plan in place. Like a bird
about to take flight, we have the power to believe in ourselves (and each other), to trust in what
will be without knowing how it will happen. That is how we have endured the past year of challenges we have faced as a result of COVID pandemic restrictions and challenges. We have
learned to trust in ourselves in ways that we never knew we could. We, as a Shrine family, have
become more computer oriented, learned to attend meetings and events virtually and become
pretty good at staying in touch with each other using social media. It has been unbelievably difficult at times but worth the effort and helped to prepare us for what’s to come.
We are about to transition into yet another unknown phase with new guidelines from the state
and a new directive from the Grand Master. Now, as the possibility of re-opening, of being able
to see each other, seems to be closer than ever, it is important to keep in mind that we all need
to do our part to make that transition happen. As a plan is generated, shared with us and implemented, the opportunity to gather together seems to be closer than ever before.
With that said, I am looking forward to the re-establishing of a calendar of events we can share
in, the possibility of stated meetings again and getting back to the business of fundraising to benefit the deserving children served by the Shriners Hospital system, the Ben Ali Transportation
fund, the Potentate’s project and the Circle of Care, First Lady’s project for 2021. The ability to
gather, enjoy each other’s company and work together to make the lives of deserving children
better by supporting the Shriner’s Hospital system, will bring some normalcy back into our lives.
I believe with all my heart that it is essential we are not afraid to start anew, to realize the return
to Shrine activities may be different than we
were used to, and most importantly to understand that the best time for new beginnings is
NOW!
Hummingbird hugs and happiness,
Debi Wells
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BURN PREVENTION REACHES GIRL SCOUTS OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
Shriners Hospitals for Children—Northern California continues to promote fire safety and
burn prevention in the greater Sacramento
region into the Bay Area. Most recently, team
members gave a burn prevention and fire
safety presentation to the Girl Scouts of
Northern California Troop 30134 in Fairfield
and Suisun City. They reviewed how to prevent burn injuries in and around the house in
addition to covering campfire safety. Troop
members mapped out escape routes and safe
meet up places for their family in preparation
of ever being caught in a house fire. The Girl
Scouts were also taught how to use a fire extinguisher. The hospital’s world-renowned burn program continues to place emphasis on hyper-local community education to reduce and prevent burn injuries in children.

How to add Shriners Hospital for Children donation dollars for all your purchases at Amazon
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“Cruisin for Kids” photos

On Sunday, April 18th, 2021, the Cappuccino Cruisers held their annual Classic Car
Show. The show is a fundraiser for
Shriners Hospitals for Children Northern
California! The car show raised $1,
314.00 for the hospital. Thank you Cappuccino Cruisers for a great event! I also
want to thank the Ben Ali Divan, Keystone Cops, Classic Auto Club, Hal Barker,
P.P. and Gary Kiddie, P.P., for coming out
and supporting this event!!
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Western Shrine Association 2021
WSA dinner, dinner,. jelly belly presentation to the Hospital by our Marching Patrol. Was dinner
provided by the Pote, Art Hawkins performing exceedingly well corn hole competition. Brice certificate presentation, YSB miss cal. And miss teen Gold Country donates $1K in school supplies to
hospital school. Illustrious Potentate Bill Wells (center) meets Imperial Potentate Jim Smith
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Message from the Director General
Hey Everyone!
I hope all is well, and like you I simply cannot wait to see everyone in person once again. We need a
little more patience but it looks like the end of the pandemic may be near. Stay vigilant though and take
care of yourselves.
I would like to introduce a new member of the Director General Staff. Adam Dahlberg is currently an
Aide for Illustrious Bill Wells, and is the Secretary for the Wrecking Crew. He is a fellow awful golfer (but
much better than me) and a couple of other organizations. I hope you are looking as forward to working
with him as I am.
Even though we are reopening, it appears that we are some distance from our next Command Parade. A
Command Parade is a parade in which the Potentate expects all clubs and units to participate. According to the schedule which appears below our next parade should be the Sutter Creek Italian Picnic Parade on Sunday, June 6, 2021. However, it appears that the group that organizes the parade has no
events on their website. I am for the time being presuming that the parade is cancelled and we will look
for it next year. I will keep checking and if things change I will let everyone know.
The next Command Parade on our schedule is Sunday, September 19, 2021 for the Constitutional Day
Parade in Nevada City. This is a good time to tune up your go carts, feed the horses, get the fire engines
running and check your uniforms and makeup that way we can look our best. Parades are the easiest
and least expensive way to promote the Shrine and the hospital which we all love so dearly.

I will monitor the status of the Command Parades and as the parades open for registration I will register
the Shrine to participate. I will also keep the Clubs and Units posted as to the status of the parades. I
don’t know about you, but I am ready to go so let’s get ready to have some fun.
Roger Moore
Director General
(209) 601-1448/Roger.ramlaw007@gmail.com
2021 COMMAND PARADE SCHEDULE
May 1, 2021

Dixon Mayfair Parade Dixon, California-Cancelled

June 6, 2021

Sutter Creek Italian Picnic Parade Sutter Creek, California

September 19, 2021 Nevada City Constitutional Day Parade Nevada City, California
November 11, 2021 Veterans Day Parade Folsom, California
December 11, 2021

Santa Claus Parade Woodland, California

December 25, 2021

Christmas Day Parade at the Hospital Shriner’s Hospital, Sacramento, CA
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Happy Spring and Greetings from the Marching Patrol

It's a privilege to greet you as the new 2021 Captain, and I’m looking forward to when we
can all meet again and share in the comradery that is our Ben Ali Shrine. I have been tasked
with working on the rebuild of our Patrol’s membership, as the ranks have dwindled significantly in the last several years. For those of our newer Nobles who are trying to decide
which club they’d like to become a part of, please allow me to share some “fun facts” regarding our group:

Our dues are very low.
There is very little out-of-pocket expense on your part.
If the uniform you have (which we supply at no cost) is in need of dry-cleaning, we cover
the cost.
Our group was one of the first in the Ben Ali Temple.
We’re the first faces the public sees during the parades.
In the coming months, we’ll be working on putting a flyer together to help recruit new
members. Additionally, we hope to include some interesting history as it pertains to the
Shrine Patrol.
Just think – if we were to build our ranks back up, there’s a possibility of our having standard bearers as well as scimitar twirlers! Wouldn’t that be a sight during a parade?
I hope this finds my fellow Nobles and their Ladies well, and looking forward to what we all
hope to be a return to our pre-Covid-19 events and festivities.

If you have any questions or are ready to join today, feel free contact me via email at
smrankin1@gmail.com or by phone at 916-616-0600.
Take care and stay safe!
Steve Rankin
Captain, Ben Ali Patrol
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ON THE RECORD
When you come in the door, please be pleasantly surprised by the state of activities area.

Sunshine Needed
If you or someone you love could use a
little Sunshine, please let us know!

It has been dramatically improved for your
dining and entertainment pleasure.
There is one more small improvement in the
parking area that is not complete so I can’t
talk about it. The Potentate says “not finished, no talkie” , probably good advise. Until
we meet again (soon)

Lew

FROM THE FRONT
OFFICE that is ……….. Kathy
Hello All,
Spring has definitely sprung here at the
office. The flowers are blooming and the
birds are chirping. To update you from
Last month Elle’s surgery went very well.
She had very little pain and is healing beautifully. She will get x-rays in a few months
and see how the bone had filled in. Then a
dental implant and away she will go! I cant
wait to see where her future will take her.
Cant wait to see you all soon! I hope that
you are keeping healthy and happy. Please
know that the office is here to assist

VIRTUAL CHAT WITH THE POTE
Until we are allowed to meet face to face again
at the Ben Ali Shrine Activities Center, we will be
conducting monthly virtual chat with the Pote
meetings via ZOOM
2nd Tuesday of the month
Starting at 7:00 pm

Join in via your electronic device between 6:45
and 7:00pm
Zoom ID 931 3229 5077
Passcode HIRAM
Go to the app store, Load the ZOOM App onto your
device: on the second Tuesday of the Month. Log into
the ZOOM meeting! Make sure your video and audio are
on
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TRANSPORTATION
If you have just a little time,
We have a job for you!
The Transportation unit can use more drivers and observers.
We have a great team, yet it could be better with your help.
Please contact Phil Wood or any of the members in the Transportation Unit for more assistance. Phil Wood’s telephone number: 916-342-5837

Annual Supporters of NorCal Notes
Annual Supporters of the Bulletin renewal begins this month for next years Bulletin so
get your $10.00 in real soon.
Judith Meigs

Royal Meigs

Legion of Honor Unit

Richard and Darleen Entrican

Hal PP and Paula

Ron Allen

Julie Center

Lew and Terre Wentworth

Ella Wentworth
Geraldine Schook

Jean Walker
Ron & Diane Allen

Della Lewis
Jerrol Largin

Ed and Sue Tidwell
Art & Luanne Hawkins

Allen Schaffer

Helen D’Avis

Phil Wood

Leigh and Margot Leidig

John V Timblin III

George A Morrow

Vesta Ann Largin

Carolyn Willey

Wayne Willey

Georgia M Parker

Norma Sanborn

Rich and Kathy Briner

Kirk and Gloria West
Sandy Reece

Gerald Satterfield
Chris Chediak

Barbara Schierenberg
Janet Chediak

Mike Kimmel
George Mascote

Norma Sanborn

Beverly Phillips

Margaret McCuistion

Eldon and Nancy Vipond

Ron Thompson
Dave and Kathy Glass

JoAnn Thompson
Adriane Samcoff

Bill and Debi Wells
Ed and Diana Entrican

Rebecca Hammerman
Bill Boxell

YES, I WANT TO BE A SHRINERS MONTHLY ANNUAL SUPPORTER with your check for $10.00 for each
name, each year mail to Ben Ali Shrine 3262 Marysville Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95815
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Ben Ali Shrine
3262 Marysville Blvd
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SOCIAL MEDIA
Gone but not forgotten

Find us and follow us!

Facebook.com/
norcalshriners
Harry V Hutton, David T Price and
Louis Lasell, Sr.,

Instagram.com/
norcalshriners
Benalishrine.org
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