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Shriners Monthly (USPS#374-150) is published monthly 
except July and Sept. by Ben Ali Shrine, A.A.O.N.M.S., 3262 
Marysville Boulevard, P. O. Box 214477, Sacramento CA 
95821-4477.  

Subscription price $5.00 per year paid thru membership dues. 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Sacramento, CA.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:  
Shriners Monthly, P. O. Box 21-4477, 
Sacramento, CA 95821-4477. 
 

The fifth (5th) day of the preceding month of issue 
is the deadline for all news items and photographs. 
All materials should be addressed to:  
Ben Ali Shrine, Attn. Nancy or Lew  
P. O. Box 214477  
Sacramento, CA 95821-4477  

Ben Ali Shrine — Elective Divan 
Dave Kubel —Potentate 
David Barnekoff—Chief Rabban 
Chris Chediak —Assistant Rabban 
Jairo Gomez—High Priest & Prophet 
Bill Wells—Oriental Guide 
Ron Eggleston—Treasurer 
Lew Wentworth —Recorder 
 
Appointive Divan 
1st Ceremonial Master –David Lagala 
2nd Ceremonial Master –Don Killmer 
Director General – Stanley Solid 
Chaplain -- Vince Lake 
Master of Ceremonies – Mike Rizo PP 
Quartermaster—Art Hawkins   
Photographer -- Eldon Vipond  
 
Potentate’s Aides 
Bernie Fairfield 
Dennis Davis  
Eugene Hsu 
Dan Louis 
AJ Ammons  
 
Lady’s Aide 
Billie Roggenbusch  
 
Decorations  
Debbie Clark  
Ann Ward 
Shannon Grottkau  
Paula Kubo  
 

Ben Ali Shrine 
3262 Marysville Blvd 

Sacramento, CA 95815 
Phone: (916) 920-4107 

Fax: (916) 920-0690 
www.benalishrine.org  

 
Email:  

Office: office@benalishrine.org  
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
M-Thurs  8:30am – 4:00pm 

Fri  8:30am – 12:00pm  

http://www.benalishrine.org
mailto:office@benalishrine.org
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Potentate’s Message 

Dave Kubel 

 

Ben Ali Shriners traveled to the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta and Petroglyph National 

Monument this last month! Our group flew in the Mass Ascension with 570 balloons! What an incredible 

experience!  Travelling with the Shrine is definitely a lot of fun! 

Ben Ali's Shrine Social and Information Night was absolutely fantastic! Special guests included Imperial 

Assistant Rabban Jeff Sowder and Lady Cheryl, and the Imperial Potentate and 1st Lady of Shriners In-

ternational Gary Bergenske and Lady Anne!  Guests learned about Shriners and Shriners Hospitals for 

Children and toured the hospital.  We received 8 new noble applications from that night alone! 

This year we celebrated the 20th Anniversary of Shriners Hospital for Children - Northern California in its 

current location with Shriners Hospital Community Day! What a fantastic time! Alumni Brunch, BBQ, 

Live Entertainment, and many activities!  

Our November Ceremonial was a blast! Our total for the year so far is 54 new nobles! Festivities includ-

ed a hospital tour, fantastic educational elements, and an over the top fun ceremonial! Initiates included 

the Sr Grand Warden of California, John Trauner! In attendance included the Deputy Grand Master Stu-

art Wright, and the Grand Master of California, Bruce Galloway!  

A Few Upcoming Events …. The Youth Shrine Bowl is coming up November 18th.  This is one of our big-

gest fundraisers for the year and we need your help!  All we ask is that you attend and join us for a great 

afternoon supporting youth football.  This is a command event and we need a lot of fezzes in attend-

ance!   

The 49th Annual Ladies Bazaar is here!  The Bazaar will be held once again at the Scottish Rite Masonic 

Center located at 6151 H Street, Sacramento. The Bazaar will be on Saturday, December 2, 2017.  Carol 

Balbiani and Margaret Leutholtz and their committees have been working very hard to promote this very 

profitable event to benefit the Transportation Fund.  Come do your Christmas Shopping!   

Come join us for the final parade of the year in Woodland on December 9th!  The December Stated 

Meeting is Election Night on December 12th.  Doors open at 5 PM.  This will be a tiled meeting, so the 

ladies are invited to socialize at the Hart House until after the election.  Installation Night, which is al-

ways a lot of fun will be January 9th!   

It is so hard to believe we are already in the holiday season.  Ann and I would like to wish each of you a 
very Merry Christmas and a Fantastic New Year!   
 
Dave Kubel, Potentate 2017 … We Have A Dream!   
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 Ben Ali Shrine 
BASCO Days January 26-28, 2018 

Crowne Plaza Sacramento Northeast Hotel 
5321 Date Avenue Sacramento, CA  95841 (916) 338-5800 

Hotel Lodging is purchased with the 

“Crowne Plaza Sacramento Northeast”, call (877) 504-0054. 

Mention Ben Ali Shrine 2018 for a $114.00 per night rate (only good thru January 8, 2018) 

 

Individual Ticket Pricing    
 
______ $20.00 per person Saturday Continental Breakfast  
 
______ $35.00 per Lady “Ladies Lunch”  
 
______ $55.00 per person Saturday Night Banquet  

   
______$30.00 per person Sunday Fizz Breakfast  
 

Package Pricing (less Hotel) with (5% discount over Individual pricing) 

 

______ $233.00 Couples Package (2) Continental Breakfast,  

(1) Ladies Lunch, (2) Saturday Banquet Dinners, (2) Sunday Fizz Breakfast. 

 

______ $100.00 Single Men’s Package: (1) Continental Breakfast,  

 (1) Saturday Banquet Dinner, (1) Sunday Fizz Breakfast. 

 

______ $133.00 Single Ladies Package: (1) Continental Breakfast, (1) Ladies Lunch,  

(1) Saturday Banquet Dinner, (1) Sunday Fizz Breakfast. 

 

Hotel reservations made directly with “Crowne Plaza Sacramento Northeast”, ALL other reservations must 

be made by January 24, 2018 through the Ben Ali Office (916) 920-4107, 3262 Marysville Blvd., Sacramen-

to, CA 95821 

 

Name _______________________________________ Group __________________________ 

Address______________________________________ City/ State _____________Zip_______ 

Total Enclosed $_____________________________ Check # ___________________________ 

           Form srs 09/21 17 
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We had a good winter ceremonial.  We had a group of willing and fun loving candidates 

and the shriners who were in charge of the various parts that make up a ceremonial did a 

great job!  Everyone had a good time including the Potentate and the Chief Rabban, who, 

at one point were crawling on their hands and knees on the activities building floor com-

peting to see who could get the most partially hidden shrine poker chips that were strewn 

about.  At one point in this stunt they got into a serious but laughter filled wrestling match 

(perhaps they thought this would affect their budget somehow).  Everyone who participat-

ed had fun.  My point is that I believe that it is the fun and fellowship that attracts people 

into the shrine and that the promise of more of the same is what draws new members to 

participate.  There needs to be a continued focus on that aspect of Shrinedom. 

 

  Now I will get off my soapbox and say: lets get busy in supporting the Bazaar! (assuming 

this article comes out before the Bazaar, otherwise: boy did we do a great job supporting 

the Bazaar).  The crew is looking forward to setting up a great table of items to sell and 

help bring in the items everyone is bringing in at zero dark thirty the day of. 

We just elected Rich Lawrie as our president.  He will serve as our first two year term pres-

ident in a long time.  Rich grew up around the crew and has some good stories of the old 

days.  His father, his uncle and a cousin were all in the crew. He was so dedicated to the 

crew that he and his wife took their two month old daughter to our old Elk Stew, a fund 

raiser we used to have (and yes occasionally there was elk in the stew).  Rich became a 

mason at 21 and joined the shrine in 2005  on the ocean cruise that was part of that 

event.  Along with all these activities he managed to be a bakery supervisor for Raleys for 

the last 30 years.  Good luck Rich and thanks for carrying on the tradition.     

Wrecking Crew  
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Ben Ali Shrine Ladies 49th Annual Holiday Bazaar 

Carol Balbiani & Margaret Leutholtz, Co-Chairpersons 

Saturday, December 2, 2017 8:30am-2:00pm  
Sacramento Scottish Rite Masonic Center-6151 H Street, Sacramento 

 

It’s that shrine time of the year again and the Bazaar is next month! Nobles, please come and support 
your lady at this worthwhile event! You might even help staff the tables and do some shopping. 

For those new Shrine members, the items for sale have been made, bought or solicited by the ladies and 
nobles in the Shrine Clubs and Units. Even if your noble is not a member of a club or unit, we gladly ac-
cept help and donations. There are hundreds of handmade and store purchased items for sale – decora-
tions, hats, jewelry, quilts, fresh lemons and oranges, walnuts and almonds from our Shrine growers up 
North, many-many tables covered with gift baskets (large and small), Santa stockings, homemade can-
dies, cakes and cookies, jams and jellies, tree ornaments, and more. 

Bring your kids or grandkids and have their picture taken with Santa by our Keystone Cops. Then let 
them play at the ‘Kids Craft Table’. 

Getting hungry? Go to our food counter and place an order. Our Ben Ali chefs will again be cooking in the 
kitchen. 

All items for sale have been donated to the Bazaar. The proceeds go to the Ben Ali Shrine Transportation 
Fund which is used for transporting children and their families to the Shriners Hospitals for Children-
Northern California for treatment. 

At our “Lessons Learned” meeting in January we discussed the lack of submissions, the past couple of 
years, for the trees & wreaths, opportunity tables and gingerbread house sales. The members present 
decided that those events had run their course so we are discontinuing them. To replace them, it was 
suggested that we solicit businesses to contribute items for the Silent Auction tables. Margaret Leutholtz 
is leading a group to do just that! Do you know a business that would be willing to donate to the Silent 
Auction? Donations could be services, timeshare/hotel nights, gift certificates, or items – be creative. If 
you do, call Margaret Leutholtz (info below). 

If you have any questions or suggestions please don’t hesitate to call Margaret or Carol. Fresh ideas are 
always welcome. The next newsletter will have more information. Until then, enjoy the autumn season 
and keep working on those projects! 

Unit and club table chairpersons, you should have received your table reservation form already. If you 
did not get one please contact Carol Balbiani (info below). 

Carol Balbiani Margaret Leutholtz 
916-684-7780 (home) 209-368-9030 (home) 
916-204-2069 (mobile) 209-327-5040 (mobile) 
 

Holiday Bazaar 
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 Well the dust has settled, the votes are all in and the Keystone Cops have a 
fine slate of officers to lead them through the upcoming year of 2018. Elections 
were held in October with the following results. Leading the pack as Captain will be 
Jon Glen. Jon is an Old Toad having served as Captain of the Keystone Cops in 
2006. I know we will have a well disciplined group because of what Jon does in his 
day job. He is a Vice Principal at a local elementary school in charge of discipline. 
He will know how to handle those who “act out” or “act up” at our meeting or 
events. I have a feeling a couple of our guys just might have to “stand in the corner” 
or have a “time out” due to their actions. Assisting Captain Jon will be Erick 
Leutholtz as First Lieutenant. I’m not sure but I think I heard that Erick works at a 
local mental health facility in town. I’m sure he can put his skills to work with help-
ing Captain Jon maintain “law and dis-order” at our meetings. Rounding out the top 
three will be Past Potentate Sid Leutholtz. We all know Sid will do a great job for 
the Cops because of the great job he did as Potentate for Ben Ali in 2015. Hopeful-
ly this will give Sid the opportunity to eventually add the title of “Old Toad” to his 
long list of accolades and shed the “Tadpole” title given him by our Equipment Ser-
geant Ed Rose. Returning from his 1 year stint as Captain to regain control of the 
Cops purse strings to serve as Treasurer will be John Clover. John is an expert at 
keeping a lid on the Cops expenditures making certain that we spend our money 
wisely. Filling the final 5

th
 spot of elected positions to serve as Secretary will be 

none other than me, John Timblin. All I can say is it’s great to serve as an officer in 
one of the “Best Units” in Ben Ali Shrine and looking forward to another fun year of 
parades and activities. 

Join us at our monthly meeting to learn a little more about our Unit. We meet 
the last Thursday of the month with our meeting commencing at 7 P.M. If you would 
like to attend contact me for meeting location.  (916) 300-0699 or keystone-
copster@gmail.com 
 

Keystone Cops 

John Timblin 

mailto:kestonecopster@gmail.com
mailto:kestonecopster@gmail.com
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Woodland Parade Directive 

COMMAND PARADE DIRECTIVE 
WOODLAND HOLIDAY PARADE 

SATURDAY, December 9, 2017 
TO:  Divan, Parade Unit/Club Leaders and Directors Staff. 

DRESS: Divan -   Uniform #2 with Shrine Jacket and Fez 

  Units -  Parade Uniforms 

  Directors Team – Shirts, Jackets with Fez  

THEME: “Winter Wonderland” 

FORMATION AREA: West Main St between California and Cottonwood. 

There will be 4 divisions lining up. We 

     should be in Div. #2 which will be in the 2nd 

     lane from the north side of the road. 

PARADE ROUTE:  West to East on Main St. 

PARADE ASSEMBLY: 9:00 AM  

PARADE START:  10:00 AM  

PARADE ORDER: 

FIRST SECTION    SECOND SECTION 

 

MOTOR ESCORT     9.  CLOWNS 

PATROL     10. KEYSTONE COPS 

POTENTATE    11. YOLO CALLIOPE 

DIVAN      12. TOKAY SHRINE CLUB 

LEGION OF HONOR   13.  LIONS HEAD 

CLASSIC AUTO    14.  WRECKING CREW 

PAST MASTERS             15.  MOTORCYCLE CLUB 

ORIENTAL BAND   16.  CIBARA MOTOR CORPS 

           

DIRECTORS STAFF ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

1ST  SECTION:  Stan Solid  

2ND SECTION:  Richard Smith 

 

Stan Solid, Director General 

BEN ALI SHRINE 

(916) 580-4583  srsolid@aol.com 
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News about Membership 

 

 

At the Imperial Session Imperial Sir, Gary Bergenske, our new Imperial Potentate introduced a 
new program and effort to recruit new membership to both the Blue Lodges and the Shrine.  It is 
a large expansion and addition to our existing Shrine Membership Program.  The system allows 
any Shriner to go on the computer and navigate to beashriner.com/referral and refer any man 
who you believe would make a good mason and Shriner such as a neighbor, coworker, or friend.  
The goal of this program is to create 12,000 new Shriners during the 2017-2018 Imperial year.  To 
reach this goal, each temple has a creation goal equal to the year in the past five years that was 
the largest number of nobles created.  For Ben Ali, this goal is 55.  (Our Potentate's goal for 2017 
is 98 new creations.  So far we have created 42 new nobles.) 

There are incentives being provided by Shriners International.  This incentive is for all of 
Shrinedom.  The following is the excerpt from the program announcement: 

“Shriners International is excited to announce the recognition and rewards offered to local Nobles 
who are responsible for referring and top-line signing new nobles during the 2017-2018 Imperial 
Year.  On Thursday, July 13, one particular noble received $100 for referring the most individuals 
to the program during Imperial Session: additionally, his Temple received $250, as well as a Rush 
Night promotions kit for having the most new referrals submitted by their nobility.  Now that the 
program has been implemented, each month and then quarterly, from August 2017 through June 
2018, the noble who top-line signs the most number of new creations during that period will re-
ceive cash prizes ($100 monthly; $500 quarterly) as well as certain other recognitions.  Note: 
These rewards will be given to nobles for top-line signing the most newly created nobles 
throughout the Imperial Year. 

At the close of this program, the noble signing the most new petitions for new nobles who have 
been created, as well as the temple creating the most new nobles (membership gain by percent-
age) will each receive a $1000 cash prize and be recognized at Imperial Session 2018. In sup-
porting this endeavor, the Office of Membership Development will distribute a referral package 
containing 25 “I AM RU” lapel pins, 25 referral cards and an “I AM R U” banner which can be 
proudly displayed at the temple.”  

For more information on what the Membership Committee is doing for our fraternity or to offer 
any assistance or suggestions, please contact one of the committee members or the Recorder.  
The committee members are Nobles Bill Wells, Membership Chairman; Jacob Cummings, Recruit-
ment Vice-Chair; and Kevin Crews, Restoration Vice-Chair. 

Yours in the Faith 

Bill Wells 

Oriental Guide/Membership Chairman 
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*ARTS, CRAFTS & HOLIDAY 

DECORATIONS 

*GIFT BASKETS GALORE  

*HOMEMADE JAMS & GOODIES  

*SILENT AUCTION  

*NEW—AMERICAN GIRL & 

BARBIE COLLECTOR DOLLS 

*BEANIE BABIES 

*DEPARTMENT 56 HOUSES 

* FRESH CROP FRUITS AND NUTS 

*FRESH MADE SANDWICHES-SOUP-

 CHILI PREPARED by the BEN ALI 

 CHEFS 

 

*PHOTOS 

Proceeds benefit the Ben Ali Transportation Fund used to pay expenses for patients transportation to the hospital.  

www.benalishrine.org  

 

BEN ALI SHRINE LADIES 

Saturday December 2, 2017 

Scottish Rite Masonic Center                   

6151 H St.   Sacramento, CA  

ADMISSION IS FREE 
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Sunshine Needed 

Please Contact us if a noble is in need 

Vince Parell        John Fontes 
Hal Barker   Gene Kreb 
Bob Boyce     Jamie Newkom 
John Fontes   Phil Cox                               
Lou Lasell   Ray Lenau 

Roger Robinson   Hank Clayton 

December 

2  Ladies Bazaar  Scottish Rite 

9  Woodland Parade 

12 Election Night - Stated Meeting 

25 Christmas morning  at SHCNC 

January 

7 Kerak Installation 

9 Ben Ali Stated Meeting-Installation  

13 Aahmes Presentation 

14  Asiya Installation 

19 San Joaquin Crab Feed, Stockton 
 Scottish Rite 

20 Hillah Installation, Klamath Falls 

20 East West Shrine Bowl, St Petersburg, Fl 

26-27 Al Bahr Potentate Reception/Ball 

26-28 BASCO (Welcome Party, Meetings & 

 Banquet, Fizz Breakfast) 

27 Scottish Rite Sacramento, Installation  

 

This too is not a hospital van....But driving one can be 
this much fun.

Dead line for January  issue is Decem-

ber 5th.   Send more pictures of your 

events, Ill try to get all of them in. 

We still have a tree for sale.  It’s small-

er now so it’s even “cheaper” 

 Still a dumb camel can’t find 

 his footing  ——> 

Recorder Missives 

Dinner Cards for 2018 are being reinstated by our “if Elect-

ed”  Chief Rabban.  Ten dinners for the price of nine, a 

pretty good deal.  More to come Election night from your “if 

elected” new boss. He has also edicted that we will take 

credit cards for dinner at the door, so of course we will.  

                                              

This year is almost over and I personally  wish to thank all of 

you for your support.  A lot has been accomplished this year 

with the addition of Safety fencing, lighting and camera sys-

tems.  Major thanks go to San Solid for outstanding work on 

the lighting and Scott Covin for his work and consideration 

with the camera system.  Both of these improvements are 

state of the art and will last for many years.  Bravo Gentle-

men.   

There are so many of you to thank for your help this year 

that I can’t name you all here,  but your kindness, volun-

teerism, Masonic values and often unseen labors are greatly 

appreciated.  

Our Hospital is extraordinarily  successful and continues to 

lead the system in performance matrix values.  This is my 

last year on the Board of Governors and I want to thank all 

of you for providing me with the joy of serving.  Muchas 

Gracious.  

Now let’s go forward to another great Shrine year. 

Merry Christmas and  Happy New Year.  -Lew 
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Monthly Supporter of the Ben Ali Shrine Bulletin  

 Bill Bearse    Deena Brawley   Terre Wentworth  
 Winifred Bearse   Kathleen McCade  Ella Wentworth  
 Nancy Brawley   Ted McCade                               William Danik 
 Bob Brawley    Lew Wentworth                         Kay Danik     
 Ann Scammell   Judith Meigs   Stan Solid   
 Dave Kubel   Barbara Schienberg  John and Bertha Fontes 

 David Freeman   Chris Chediak   Janet Chediak 

 George Morrow  Kirk West   Ron and JoAnn Thompson 

 Bev Phillips   Patricia Blount   Barbara Schienberg 

 John Thompson   Ken Mumms   Dottie Thompson 

 David Barnekoff   Dick and Mary Jane Ware Audi Van Ornum  

 Gigi West   Bill and Debi Wells  Jerrol Largin 

 Vesta Ann Largin 

 

 There’s room for more 

 

YES, I WANT TO BE A SHRINERS MONTHLY SUPPORTER   with your check for $10.00  each name 

Cut out and mail to Ben Ali Shrine Center   P. O. Box 21-4477, Sacramento  CA  95821-4104   Attn: Nancy  

Enclosed please find my check for $ ___________________ 

_________________________     _________________________     _________________________ 

Ben Ali Ceremonial—-New Members 

And the Potentate 

Shriners Business Network 

You know Shrine members…but do you know the services their companies provide? 

Shriner’s Business Network has been formed hoping to generate a Shriner Business Listing, 

similar to a Shriner’s Yellow Pages, which will create a forum where Shriner’s can help Shriner’s. 

Any Shriner Noble or their lady is welcome to join. If you would like to be listed in the directory 

without being a member of the club just let us know. The Shriner’s Business Network will meet 

twice monthly on the second Tuesday for lunch and the fourth Tuesday for dinner meetings at 

Vallejo’s Res- taurant - 1100 O Street – Sacramento 95814 

For further in- formation please contact Scott Colvin at 916-849-3387 
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Legion of Honor 
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Ila Neb Court #51 

Lady Barbara Godsill, Publicity 

December, 2017 

 

 

We have had a great Fall!!!  We had our cookie sales which did very well – thank you to Lady Kathy 
Campbell, 1st Ceremonial Lady, for being Chairman for this event!!!  Last month’s meeting was Cere-
monial and we initiated three new Ladies into our organization:  Lady Regina Junghardt, Lady Regina 
Verdake, and Lady Jennifer Woo.  Congratulations Ladies and we hope that you enjoy our Court!!! 

 

December is a busy month.  First we have the Bazaar on Saturday, December 2, at the Scottish Rite Cen-
ter.  We hope that everyone comes out and helps us support the Ben Ali Transportation Fund for the 
Northern California Shriner’s Children’s Hospital!!!  Next, we have Grand High Priestess Janet Larson 
visiting us on Monday, December 4 and Tuesday December 5, 2017.  On Monday we will have lunch at 
the Hospital and show all of the sewing projects from both our Court and our sister Court in San Jose, 
Ankh, followed by a tour of the Hospital.  That evening our Past High Priestesses will be taking our 
Grand High Priestess to their Christmas dinner at Mimi’s Café.  Then on Tuesday, our Grand High 
Priestess will audit our books and that evening we will have a dinner followed by our business meeting 
at San Juan Masonic Center.  Dinner will be at 6 PM, and our meeting is at 7:30 PM.  On Wednesday, 
December 6, our Grand High Priestess will travel to San Jose and Ankh Court will have a dinner for her 
that evening.  On Thursday, December 7, Ankh Court will have dinner at 6 PM and their business 
meeting at 7:30 PM. 

 

Ila Neb High Priestess Barbara Godsill will host the sewing group and Line Officers for lunch at 
Brookfield’s on Madison Avenue at 11:30 AM on Wednesday, December 13, 2017, for their Christmas 
party. 

 

The Razzamatazz Unit will have their Christmas Party on Monday, December 11, 2017, at 1 PM. 

 

The Shufflin Songsters Unit will have their Christmas Party on Saturday, December 9, 2017, at 
lunchtime. 

 

The Jesters Unit will have their Christmas Party on Wednesday, December 20, 2017, at 6 PM at 

Espanol Restaurant . 

 

Lastly, the Pageantry Patrol Unit will have their Christmas Party on Thursday, December 14, 2017, at 
lunchtime. 

Call Barbara Godsil for further information at 916  

Ladies of the Oriental Shrine of North America 
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Ben Ali Shrine 

P. O. Box 21-4477 

Sacramento  CA  95821-4107 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

PERIODICALS  

USPS #374-150 

Gone but not forgotten 

William Ward  Peter Ceccato 

William Fox  Norma Bell 

Ralph Haessler  Anthony Merlonghi 

William Hague 


