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POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:  
Shriners Monthly, P. O. Box 214477, 
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The Third (3rd) day of the preceding month of issue 
is the deadline for all news items and photographs. 
All materials should be addressed to:  
Ben Ali Shrine, Attn. Nancy, Editor  
P. O. Box 214477  
Sacramento, CA 95821-4477  

Ben Ali Shrine — Elective Divan 
Dave Kubel —Potentate 
David Barnekoff—Chief Rabban 
Chris Chediak —Assistant Rabban 
Jairo Gomez—High Priest & Prophet 
Bill Wells—Oriental Guide 
Ron Eggleston—Treasurer 
Lew Wentworth —Recorder 
 
Appointive Divan 
1stCeremonialMaster –David Lagala 
2ndCeremonialMaster –Don Killmer 
Director General – Stanley Solid 
Chaplain -- Vince Lake 
Master of Ceremonies – Mike Rizo PP 
Quartermaster’s –Art Hawkins   
Photographer -- Eldon Vipond  
 
Potentate’s Aides 
Bernie Fairfield  
Dennis Davis  
Eugene Hsu 
Dan Lewis  
AJ Ammons  
 
Lady’s Aide 
Billie Roggenbusch  
 
Decorations  
Debbie Clark  
Ann Ward 
Shannon Grottkau  
Paula Kubo  
 

Ben Ali Shrine 
P. O. Box 21-4477 

Sacramento, CA 95821-4107 
Phone: (916) 920-4107 

Fax: (916) 920-0690 
www.benalishrine.org  

 
Email:  

Office: office@benalishrine.org  
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
M-Thurs  8:30am – 4:00pm 

Fri  8:30am – 12:00pm  

http://www.benalishrine.org
mailto:office@benalishrine.org
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Potentate’s Message 

Dave Kubel 

 

Summer is here!  Can you believe it?   

May included a great parade in Elk Grove.  The Islanders were there for their first parade ev-

er with a very big turnout!  They had a great time.  The May Stated Meeting included the re-

birth of the Ben Ali Variety Show.  What a fun night!  A special thank you to Don Killmer for 

writing, directing, and producing it!  There was dancing, singing, and more than one funny 

skit!   

As I am writing this, we are a few days away from our Spring Ceremonial.  We will have 

somewhere between 30 and 40 candidates….  With more applications coming in every day... 

I am thrilled with the results.  This will add to the 7 we have already initiated this year.   

We have had a big focus on membership this year.  Our goal is 98 new members, which if 

achieved, could result in membership growth this year.  We will be close to half way there 

after the Ceremonial.   Bill Wells and Jacob Cummings have really been focused on getting 

the word out through Facebook, and several other means.  The Ambassador Program led by 

Dave Barnekoff is doing fantastic!  If you are an Ambassador, keep up the good work!  We 

encourage all our members to attend your Blue Lodge and show your support.  Jairo Gomez 

and Dave Lagala recently attended the Warden’s retreat and could talk about Shriners and 

our Hospital System.  This was a fantastic day, with several applications being the result.   

June and July will include a few very special events!  On June 3, the hospital will celebrate its 

20th anniversary in Sacramento with a Walk of Love.  I would like to see as many Shriners, 

clubs and units out to this community event.   This is followed by the Sutter Creek Parade on 

the 4th which is always a lot of fun.  The June 13th Stated Meeting will be at the Hospital and 

will be Research Night, with a tour of the Research Facility.  Doors will open at 5:30 PM.  We 

will be learning about the research at the hospital and hearing from some of our researchers 

on staff.  July brings with it Imperial in Daytona Beach, with the biggest Shrine parade of the 

year.  The Imperial parades can run over an hour of just Shrine Units with all kinds of crazy 

vehicles and groups!      

We still have space available for the Yerington and Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta Trips.  Get 

your RSVP in soon as both have limited availability.   

And remember … We Have A Dream!                                                                            

Dave Kubel, Potentate 2017 
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Ken Kwong 

Hello Nobles!  Do you like Chinese food?  Would you like to support your Temple by being a 

member of a parade unit?  If so, we need you!  Our authentic lions heads, costumes, and 

our self-propelled dragon float make us one of the most unique parade units in Shrinedom.  

We are looking for new members that are interested in participating with us.  No experi-

ence necessary, just a willingness to attend our meetings and command parades.  We will 

teach you the basics and provide the uniforms.  We are also looking for a Quartermaster: 

someone that can coordinate the basic maintenance and repair of our dragon float and al-

so tow it to parades.  We invite all interested Nobles to attend our monthly meetings on 

the second Thursday of every month.  For more information, please contact any of our 

officers listed in the Ben Ali Directory. 

1ST Annual Fish Fry at the Hart House 

October 1, 2017 

Fellowship 10:00am to 1:00PM 

Eat at 1:00 PM 

TICKETS ARE LIMINITED TO THE FIRST 70 

Get your name in early 

Donation $15.00 

Opportunity drawings and Silent Auction 

No host Bar and Keg Beer 

Contact                      ASAP 

Mike O’Mara (209) 471-6609 

Jerry Center  (916) 331-6360 

DON’T BE LATE 

TICKETES LIMINITED TO 70 

HILLBILLY 

CLAN #114 

Lions head Unit 
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 I am pleased to report that our first 
Saturday Afternoon Meeting at the 
Hart House was a big success with 
good friends, good food and fellow-
ship.  A good time was had by all.  
We had a very good turnout of our 
membership and I am especially 
pleased to announce that we initiat-
ed two new members who will be 
great additions to our ranks: 
The first, Mr. William Gaede of Dry 
Town Lodge #174 who served on ac-
tive duty with the US Coast Guard 
from 1982 to 1990 and then served 
in the reserves from 1990 to 1996 
and retired as an E-5 Petty Officer.  
Our second, Mr. Ronald Macom of 
Union Tehama Lodge #3 served in 
the Army on active duty for 20 years 
and 29 days and retired as an SFC, E-
7. 
Another high point of our meeting 
was the organization and commit-
ment to our 2017 Fund Raiser which 
will be an “Opportunity Drawing” for 
three excellent Shotguns donated by 
LOH members: 
1. 12 Gage CZ, Model 912 Semi-Auto, 
3”Mag with all chokes, Brand New! 
2. 20 Gage Stoeger Condor, Over & 
Under, 2 ¾” to 3” Mag also Brand 
New! 
3. 10 Gage H&R, Model 176, Break 
Barrel, 3 ½” Mag in Excellent Condi-
tion! 
Tickets will be $10 each or just $25 
for three tickets!  The Drawing will be 
at the Shrine Stated Meeting on No-
vember 14th, following our very spe-
cial Legion Of Honor Veterans 
“Presentation of Service Colors” and 
the “Missing Man”. 
This month our Legion of Honor 
members will be assisting at the Jes-
sie Baker School for Handicapped 
Children with their Special Olympics 
on April 27th and 28th!!  We do this 
every year for their outstanding ath-
letes. 
Our Next meeting and Potluck will be 
Saturday April 29th, Noon to 2:30 PM 
at the Hart House and all Shrine Vet-
erans are invited!!  Please rsvp to 
Gary Brown, Commander at 530-621-
3471 or Phil Thu-
lander, Adju- tant at 
530-626- 8160. 

Legion of Honor 

Gary Brown 

 

 National Donut Day! How sweet it is! The donuts arrived by 

the dozen on Friday morning as hospital directors carried their favor-

ite assortments in to share in celebration of National Donut Day. 

Staff paraded to the 7th floor atrium to join the celebration – and pick 

their favorite donut! Like Shriners Hospital, National Donut Day is 

rooted in philanthropy. The first National Donut Day took place in 

Chicago in 1938. It started as a fundraiser for the Salvation Army to 

help those in need during the Great Depression and honor women  

This is how our Hospital Staff amuses 

themselves with one of the MOST  major 

FOOD GROUPS 
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Soman Sen, M.D., is a 

surgeon in the depart-

ment of burn surgery at 

Shriners Hospitals for 

Children — Northern 

California and assistant 

professor of surgery for 

the University of Califor-

nia Davis, School of 

Medicine. Board certi-

fied by the American 

Board of Surgery,  and 

burn surgery at the 

University of California, 

Davis.  

As assistant chief of 
burns at Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children — 
Northern California, Tina 
L. Palmieri, M.D., has 
expertise in both burn 
surgery and surgical criti-
cal care.  Dr. Palmieri is 
professor and director of 
the Firefighters Burn 
Center at the University 
of California Davis, thus 
extending her burn/
critical care expertise to 
both adults and children.  

Brian Haus, M.D., is a pediatric orthopedic surgeon and 

sports medicine specialist with Shriners Hospitals for Chil-

dren — Northern California. Dr. Haus is a native of Sacra-

mento and is dedicated to providing world-class care to 

children in Northern California. He specializes in pediatric 

and adolescent sports medicine, pediatric trauma, arthros-

copy and joint preservation. He has extensive experience in 

treating children with sports injuries of the hip/shoulder/

knee/ankle using open and arthroscopic techniques, includ-

ing cartilage restoration. He also performs hip preservation 

surgery in adolescents with hip disorders, including hip 

arthroscopy, periacetabular osteotomy and open surgical 

dislocation.  

Joel Lerman, M.D., is an orthopaedic surgeon for Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children — Northern California and associate professor 
in the department of orthopedic surgery at the University of 
California, Davis, School of Medicine. An honors graduate of 
Stanford University School of Medicine, Dr. Lerman practiced at 
the Shriners Hospitals for Children — Houston and was assistant 
professor of orthopedic surgery at Baylor College of Medicine 
before relocating to Northern California. 

Board certified by the American Board of Orthopedic Surgery 

and the National Board of Medical Examiners, Dr. Lerman is also 

licensed by the Medical Board of California, Texas State Board of 

Medical Examiners and Arizona Board of Medical Examine 
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Veteran orthotist 

has helped thou-

sands of children 

When Sonny Alcairo arrived at the Shriners Hospital orthotics and prosthetics lab, he found the perfect fit.   

The opportunity to develop his technical skills while helping children achieve their goals has proved extremely satisfying to the veteran 

orthotist. 

It was February 1981, when Alcairo reported to work at the San Francisco Shriners Hospital. His previous experience as a plastic technician 

at Hittenberger orthotics and prosthetics made him a valuable member of the hospital’s team.  It was clear from the beginning that Alcairo 

was eager to do more, and he seized every opportunity to learn from his colleagues who had 80 years of experience between them.  

 “I had the best teachers,” said Alcairo, who continued his education while perfecting his skills on the job.  Always learning, he became a 

certified orthotic technician, a certified orthotic fitter, and then a certified orthotist.  

The kids were – are still are – his inspiration.  

“There is one moment I experienced early on that I will never forget,” said Alcairo. “I fitted a spina bifida patient with a hip, knee and ankle 

foot orthoses, and after I put it on she stood up.  I could see and feel the emotion of the mother and daughter. And, then the mom said, 

‘this is the first time she ever stood up.’” 

It was at that moment, Alcairo’s work became a mission. 

Patients’ needs are top of mind, said Alcairo, who finds tremendous satisfaction in working through the design challenges.  “I am always 

thinking: how am I going to make this work?” he said. 

Over the years, he has met many challenges and devised many solutions. In 2016, Alcairo provided 557 devices to 494 patients, who made 

1,427 visits to the hospital. Multiply that by 36 years, and one quickly sees that Alcairo has helped thousands of Shriners patients and 

fitted thousands orthoses.  

Maybe that’s why his colleagues describe him as an artist, his patients call him a magician and his students say he is a living 

book. 

It’s not 

just a 

job—-It’s 

a mission 
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Shriners Business Network 

You know Shrine members…but do you know the services their companies provide? 

Shriner’s Business Network has been formed hoping to generate a Shriner Business 
Listing, 

similar to a Shriner’s Yellow Pages, which will create a forum where Shriner’s can help 
Shriner’s. 

Any Shriner Noble or their lady is welcome to join. If you would like to be listed in the di-
rectory 

without being a member of the club just let us know. The Shriner’s Business Net-
work will meet 

twice monthly on the second Tuesday for lunch and the fourth Tuesday for dinner 
meetings at 

Vallejo’s Restaurant - 1100 O Street – Sacramento 95814 

For further information please contact Scott Colvin at 916-849-3387 

Cibara Motor Escort 

Our participation in the Elk Grove parade was a bit challenging.  We have 12 karts but only had 9 drivers that 
day.  So we set up 9 karts and took them out for a warm up spin.  Hmmm, something’s amiss.  One wouldn’t 
start and two others were creeping down the street with their engines running at full throttle.   So the trou-
blesome ones were loaded back on the truck and the remaining 3 prepped for the parade and we were off 
and running.   

About a third of the way into the parade the engine on the kart being driven by our newest member died.  So 
Brian Stevens got the honor of being towed the rest of the way behind the truck getting cheers and jeers 
from the crowd.  At the Folsom parade in November, Eldon Vipond’s engine died and while being towed 
someone in the crowd yelled out “what happened”.  Eldon yelled back, “ran out of gas” (not actually the 
problem).  But this triggered a spontaneous reaction from the parade viewers, they walked out and handed 
him dollar bills for gas.  All told he collected $13 which we put in our “Pass the Fez Fund” for kids in the hos-
pital.   

At each monthly meeting we pass the Fez and members contribute to this worthwhile clause.  We accumu-
late the money and then purchase something needed by the kids at the Hospital.  Three years ago we pur-
chased an arcade style basketball game.  Following that we learned the Hospital runs a school to help the 
kids keep up with their studies.  But, they only had one set of chairs for all the students regardless how big 
they are.  This meant little tykes had to be lifted into a big kid’s seat.  We solved that problem by purchasing 
low classroom chairs.  Last year we purchased four special classroom chairs that can be adjusted for a stu-
dent who has difficulty sitting in a standard chair.  These specialty chairs allow a child to sit comfortably and 
pay more attention to the teacher instead of discomfort caused by having to sit in a chair that doesn’t con-
form to their physical needs.  So the next time you take pity on a kart driver being towed you can donate to 
our Pass the Fez Fund.  Oh by the way, we managed to figure out what went wrong with the karts and all 12 
were ready to run at the Dixon May Fair Parade.   
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 Bedounins RV Club 

 

Good news to all Shriners who have an RV…you are more than welcome to come and join us at one of 

our outings this year. 

 

You may ask, ‘Who are the Bedouins?’ According to Webster’s Dictionary they are described as ‘a mem-

ber of a tribe whose people live in the desert in tents.’ We have come a long way since that was written. 

Our Shrine Bedouins are a travel group who love to travel and have fun. Our journeys are usually within 

125 miles or less of the Sacramento area (from the mountains, throughout the valley and on to the coast). 

 

Our monthly outings run from Wednesday through Saturday and/or Sunday. Not everyone stays all four 

days, so all members’ schedules are easily accommodated. We have potluck dinners on Friday nights and 

on Saturday we have breakfast (before our monthly meeting) and dinner cooked by volunteer club mem-

bers. On some occasions we enjoy a catered dinner and/or visit one of the popular restaurants in the local 

area. 

 

April we enjoyed a very nice weekend up in Red Bluff (staying at Durango RV Resort). This has become 

one of our favorite spots as there are many side trips that can be easily taken around the area. This outing 

there were ‘19’ rigs in attendance and a good time was had by all. We took a couple of side trips in the 

area and all weekend we heard the sounds of ‘canon and musket fire’ across the river (they were holding 

their annual ‘Civil War Days Fracas at Dog Island). May was enjoyed in Gridley. In June we will be 

heading to Vacaville and stay at Vineyard RV Park. For our ladies there are many shopping outlets just a 

short distance from the RV Park. Another place to visit in the area is the Sacramento Valley National 

Cemetery. This is located very close to the RV Park and it is a nice opportunity to go and honor those 

there. In July we head to Flag City in Lodi for our annual Potentate’s Visit. We are a very busy group 

indeed! 

 

You will enjoy meeting a group of people who like to have a great time, sit and enjoy each other’s com-

pany, get acquainted and just relax. 

 

Along the way you may encounter a Shrine Kid or two (as we have through the years). It reminds us why 

we are Shriners and what life is all about. 

 

Come on along and join us; we look forward to seeing you soon. Until then, safe travels. 

 

Wagon Master 

Steve Johnson 
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Sunshine Needed 

Please Contact us if a noble is in need 

Vince Parell 

Phil Cox 

Lou Lasell 

A word about Dues 
Cards  

Shrine Imperial has 
taken over the 
distribution of Dues 
Cards for the entire 
Shrine system.  Temples 
are not longer providing Dues Cards.  It 
takes up to three (3) months after you 
pay your dues before you may receive 
your hard dues card or your annual 
sicker.  If you really need a dues card 
the office can provide an official paper 
card. 

The Office can also let you know the 
status of you dues card or any 
questions about your dues just give us 
a call.  916.920.4107 

June 

13 Stated Meeting  at SHCNC research pro-
gram 

23 Past Masters PV 

24 Ila Neb fashion show 

July  

 9-13 Impewrial Sessions 

22 Legion of Honor Day 

22 Bedounins PV 

28-30 Northern California PV’s 

August  

12 Wine Crush Party—Sutter Creek 

13 6 way PV 

18-20 Yerington NV trip 

27  Shrine/Scottish Rite picnic 

September 

1-3 Fort Bragg weekend 

9-10 Nevada City Parade and weekend 

16 Stated Meeting 

Recorder Missives 

You may have noticed that flowers have been planted 

throughout the property.  We’re just waiting for them 

to grow.    

OK—No tree trunk takers from last months offer.  We 

now have an even better offer.  At no extra charge the 

temple will provide you with  a complete do-it-yourself 

build a canoe kit and a location to complete your pro-

ject.  Make your reservations at the Office. 

Please get your articles for the news letter to the office 

by the 5th each month to be sure it is printed.  We are 

investigating ways to make the bulletin  more attractive 

and informational.  If you have suggestions please call 

or email the office with your suggestions. 
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Monthly Supporter of the Ben Ali Shrine Bulletin  

 Bill Bearse    Deena Brawley   Terre Wentworth  

 Winifred Bearse   Kathleen McCade  Ella Wentworth  

 Nancy Brawley   Ted McCade                               William Danik 

 Bob Brawley    Lew Wentworth                          Kay Danik     

 Ann Scammell   Judith Meigs   Stan Solid 

 Ann Kubel   Dave Kubel   Barbara Schienberg 

 George Morrow  Kirk West   Gigi West 

 Bev Phillips   Patricia Blount   Barbara Schienberg 

 John Thompson   Ken Mumms   Dottie Thompson 

 David Barnekoff   Dick and Mary Jane Ware 

 There’s room for more 

 

YES, I WANT TO BE A SHRINERS MONTHLY SUPPORTER   with your check for $10.00  each name 

Cut out and mail to Ben Ali Shrine Center   P. O. Box 21-4477, Sacramento  CA  95821-4104   Attn: Nancy  

Enclosed please find my check for $ ___________________ 

 

_________________________     _________________________     _________________________ 

Shrine Money Clip  

There are about 30 Ben Ali Shrine 
Limited Edition engraved money 
clips remaining. Get yours and 

support the temple before they are 
all gone.  

Send a check for $50 to the Ben Ali 
Shrine office.  

  

Articles for the Shrine Monthly are due the 
5th day of  the month preceding the month 
of publication.  We will publish for August-
September edition with inputs made by July 
5, 2017.  So get your articles in. 

Upcoming Summer Events 

 June 23—Past Masters PV 

June 24 Ila Neb Fashion Show 

July 9-13 Imperial Session Daytona Beach 

July 22 Legion of Honor PV (day) 

July 22 Bedouins PV (evening) 

July 28-30 Noirthern California PV’s 

August 12 Wine Crush Party 

August 13 Six way PV 

September 1 Foreigner Concert CD sales 

October 1 Hillbilly Fish Fry  
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A lot has happened since our Shriners Hos-

pital opened in Sacramento in 1997.   

The signs of progress abound. It’s easy to 

talk about the new patients, new programs 

and new technology.  The list of accom-

plishments grows longer when one adds 

the professional awards, celebrity visits, 

and patient successes. 

As we mark the 20th anniversary of our 

Northern California Shriners Hospital, it is 

clear that there are many things to cele-

brate.  While I am proud of our achieve-

ments, I am inspired by our mission and the 

steadfast devotion to one thing – the kids 

we serve. 

I think the articles that appear here will in-

spire you, too.  Our  talented orthotist and 

successful alum all share one thing — a pas-

sion to make a positive difference in the 

lives of others. 

Each is inspired by what they experienced 

inside our Shriners Hospital.     That is the 

essence of our care.  That is something cel-

ebrate. 

 

John Timblin, Secretary 

The Keystone Cops have some new “black & 
white stripes” running down the parade route this 
spring. Having just joined the Shrine at the Homecom-
ing Ceremonial last year, Nobel Bill DuBay chose the 
Cops as his Unit of choice. We are very lucky that he did 
because he has already shown that he wants to partici-
pate and be active. Bill has donned the stripes of a pris-
oner and joined us in several events making a big hit in 
the St Patricks Day Parade in Old Sacramento. If the pa-
rade route was 1 mile then Bill must have traveled at 
least 5 miles running from side to side and in circles to 
entertain the spectators. Great job Bill. Also, after join-
ing the Shrine at the Honeymoon Ceremonial new No-
ble Scott Christian thought the Cops looked like the 
right place to be and a week later he had attended a 
Cop meeting as well as participated in the Memorial 
Day Parade in North Highlands. Scott did a great job 
entertaining the spectators along the parade route. 
Scott is a real cop in real life so we were very fortunate 
to have him join our ranks. Welcome aboard Bill and 
Scott. 

Well I can’t believe that it happened again but it 
did. Captain Clover lost possession of the coveted Cap-
tain’s Bell. I mean after all he is a Past Captain who 
should know how to protect this prized treasure. In the 
past he has actually led the “Captains Bell Recover 
Team” to successfully recover the missing bell. Well it 
looks like we have no other choice than to reactivate 
the Captains Bell Recovery Team, “CBRT”, again. Oh 
well….here we go again. Calling all deputies….let me 
know of any sightings.  

Join us at our monthly meeting to learn a little 
more about our Unit. We meet the last Thursday of the 
month with our meeting commencing at 7 P.M. If you 
would like to attend contact me for meeting location.  
(916) 300-0699 or keystonecopster@gmail.com . Hope 
you can make it. 

 

 

Keystone Cop Patrol Note from Maggie Bryan 

mailto:kestonecopster@gmail.com
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Ben Ali Shrine 

P. O. Box 21-4477 

Sacramento  CA  95821-4107 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

PERIODICALS  

USPS #374-150 

William “Bill” Hall  

Randy Billingsley 

Orin Makinster 

John Drennan 

George W. Walker 

 
 

Gone but not forgotten 


